


Assessment Instrument Description: Acuity
	Element
	Element Description
	Acuity Information

	Instrument Name
	Name of specific instrument (more than vendor name).
	Acuity State-Aligned Solutions for Grades 3-8
Other instruments:
· Acuity Common Core for Grades K-2
· Acuity Common Core for Grades 3-8
· Acuity Common Core for High School
· Acuity Performance Tasks
· Acuity Algebra

	Vendor
	Name of the company or organization that produces the instrument.
	CTB/McGraw-Hill

	Purpose (Intended Use)
	The described purpose and appropriate uses of the instrument.
	Acuity State-Aligned Solutions for Grades 3-8 - Diagnose student strengths and areas for improvement relative to your state standards
Acuity Predictive Assessments are designed to: 
• Forecast student performance on the state exam; 
• Focus instructional strategies on content areas most in need of attention; and
• Measure student growth and progress within and across grades.

Other instruments:
· Acuity Common Core for Grades K-2 - Jumpstart preparation, readiness, and enthusiasm for elementary, secondary, post-secondary and beyond
· Acuity Common Core for Grades 3-8 - Close learning gaps early and build academic confidence with a balanced assessment solution. 
· Acuity Common Core for High School - Prepare students for college and career with assessments that measure deeper levels of understanding and demonstrate student mastery
· Acuity Performance Tasks - Prepare for K–12 High Stakes Assessments with the Largest Common Core Performance Task Item Banks.
· Acuity Algebra  for Grades 6-12- Determine readiness and proficiency in Algebra with formative or customized assessments and easy-to-use reports. 

	Types of Instruments
	Interim, Summative, Diagnostic
	Interim and Diagnostic

	Population
	Who (which students) could be assessed using the instrument.
	Acuity State-Aligned Solutions for Grades 3-8 

Acuity Algebra  - grades 6-12
Acuity Common Core for Grades K-2 
Acuity Common Core for Grades 3-8 
Acuity Common Core for High School 

	When? How frequently?
	How frequently the instrument can be administered in a school year, and recommended or required administration windows.
	Acuity Predictive Assessments include three scaled predictive forms—A, B, and C—that reflect state accountability test blueprints for each content area and grade level. The forms are designed to be administered approximately six to eight weeks apart and prior to the state accountability assessment.

Diagnostic Tests (up to 6 times per year)

	Content Area (s)
	Content area or areas being assessed.
	All assessment instruments except Acuity Algebra include testing for reading/language, and math
 
Acuity Common Core for Grades 3-8 includes Science testing

Acuity Algebra and Acuity Common Core for High School include Algebra testing.

	Learning Objectives
	Specific learning objectives being assessed, at as detailed a level as is provided.  This may be "topics" or categories or may be actual learning objective statements.
	Based on state standards.

	Individual Metrics
	The scores provided at the individual (student) level.
	· Percent of points obtained 
· Number of points obtained (out of number possible)
· Scale Score
Scale Scores: Acuity Assessments provide scaled scores on a common scale to measure student longitudinal growth in each content area within and across grades. This scale can be applied to all students taking a given test, regardless of student characteristics or the time of year. Scale scores can be added, subtracted, and averaged across test levels. This makes it possible to compare scores on different forms over time, or to make direct comparisons among individual students or groups on the same form in a way that is statistically valid. This cannot be done with number-correct or raw scores, percentiles, or grade-level equivalents.

	Individual Comparison Points (cut scores)
	Information provided regarding how good is good enough performance on the instrument. Comparison information should be available for every individual metric.  This may be performance level ratings with specific cut scores.
	· Points earned out of points possible (number) 
· Performance Tiers based on % of points earned 
(tier 1=0 to 25; tier 2 = 26 to 50; tier 3=51 to 75; tier 4=76 to 100)



	Aggregate Metrics
	Scores provided at the group level.  The group could be a grade level, school, district, or disaggregated groups (e.g. race/ethnicity, gender, IEP status, FRL status) Specify the group(s) and the score(s) provided.
	· Average % points obtained
· Average % points obtained by item type (multiple choice, constructed response, grid-in)
· % of students scoring at each performance tier. Note, these metrics are provided overall, by standard, and by benchmark. 
· % answering A, B, C, D for each item by strand
· Average scale score

	Aggregate Comparison Points (cut scores) Vendor
	Information provided regarding how good is good enough performance at the group level.
	Tiers of performance defined based on % of points earned, based on % points earned (tier 1=0 to 25; tier 2 = 26 to 50; tier 3=51 to 75; tier 4=76 to 100).

Concordance tables detail the likelihood of student performance on the state exam based on students who scored similarly on Acuity assessments.

Confidence bands are another way to describe student achievement, outlining opportunities for additional instruction and intervention that can move students into a desired performance category.

	Comparison Points (CDE)
	CDE cut scores for requests to reconsider.
		Predictive Exam Results

	ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

	ACHIEVEMENT

	 
	FALL Scores
	Spring Scores

	Grade
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4

	3
	71.65
	71.65

	4
	71.65
	71.65

	5
	71.65
	71.65

	6
	71.43
	71.43

	7
	71.43
	71.43

	8
	71.43
	71.43

	9
	73.33
	73.33

	10
	73.33
	73.33

	MATHEMATICS

	ACHIEVEMENT

	 
	Fall Scores
	Spring Scores

	Grade
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4

	3
	70.89
	70.89

	4
	70.89
	70.89

	5
	70.89
	70.89

	6
	52.48
	52.48

	7
	52.48
	52.48

	8
	52.48
	52.48

	9
	33.52
	33.52

	10
	33.52
	33.52

	DIAGNOSTIC EXAM RESULTS

	ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

	ACHIEVEMENT

	 
	FALL Scores
	Spring Scores

	Grade
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4

	K
	71.65
	71.65

	1
	71.65
	71.65

	2
	71.65
	71.65

	3
	71.65
	71.65

	4
	71.65
	71.65

	5
	71.65
	71.65

	6
	71.43
	71.43

	7
	71.43
	71.43

	8
	71.43
	71.43

	9
	73.33
	73.33

	10
	73.33
	73.33

	MATHEMATICS

	ACHIEVEMENT

	 
	Fall Scores
	Spring Scores

	Grade
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4
	50th Percentile of % of Students at Performance Levels 3 & 4

	K
	70.89
	70.89

	1
	70.89
	70.89

	2
	70.89
	70.89

	3
	70.89
	70.89

	4
	70.89
	70.89

	5
	70.89
	70.89

	6
	52.48
	52.48

	7
	52.48
	52.48

	8
	52.48
	52.48

	9
	33.52
	33.52

	10
	33.52
	33.52




	[bookmark: _GoBack]Alignment
	Information provided by the vendor about alignment of this instrument to other instruments, standards, etc.
	Each state Acuity solution is customized to be aligned to state standards and state exams. Acuity Predictive Assessments reflect state NCLB exams in structure, content, format, and vocabulary. Acuity Diagnostic Assessments align to common pacing guides and state standards to deliver relevant feedback about student performance. Acuity algebra assessments for Grades 6–12 are aligned to the standards outlined by NCTM.

	Data Reports
	Description of data reports that are provided/available at the individual and aggregate level(s).
	Reports at the student, class, school, district levels include:
· Assessment Report
· Adequate Yearly Progress
· Item Analysis Report
· Roster Reports,
· Summary Reports
· Custom Test Reports
· Exercise Reports

	Technical Quality
	
	Created like mini-state exams that can be administered in a single classroom period, Acuity predictive assessments mirror the content coverage and blueprint of the state test.  This mirror design, combined with linking data to student state exam results from prior years, enable Acuity to produce predictions proven to be strong indicators of achievement on the state exam.

A review of empirical studies on Acuity Predictive Assessments is available here:
http://www.acuityforschool.com/pdfs/whitepaper_acuity_predictiveassessment.pdf
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