Economics
High School

Working Together
To support families and teachers in realizing the goals of the
Colorado Academic Standards, this guide provides an overview of the
learning expectations for high school economics and offers some
possible learning experiences students may engage in during this
time.

Why Standards?
Created by Coloradans for Colorado students, the Colorado
Academic Standards provide a grade-by-grade road map to help
ensure students are ultimately successful in college, careers, and life.
The standards aim to improve what students learn and how they
learn in ten content areas, emphasizing critical-thinking, creativity,
problem solving, collaboration, and communication as important life
skills in the 21st century.

Social Studies for High Schools (9-12)
Building on the social studies skills developed throughout the
elementary and middle school grades, students in high school study
world history (Renaissance to the present), world geography, United
States history (Reconstruction to the present), economics (including
personal financial literacy), and United States government.
Throughout high school, students investigate historical events,
examine geographic features and resources, consider economic
decision-making processes, and analyze the rights, roles, and
responsibilities of citizens.

Where can I learn more?
• Contact your school district regarding local decisions related to standards, curriculum, resources, and instruction.
• Colorado Academic Standards Booklets: http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/GradeLevelBooks.asp
• Stephanie Hartman, Social Studies Content Specialist at 720-498-2084, Hartman_s@cde.state.co.us

Economics
High School

Social Studies Learning
Expectations for Economics and
Personal Financial Literacy

Throughout high school,
you may find students…
•

Explaining that choices made by individuals,
businesses, government, and societies are influenced
by incentives and policies.

•

Explaining how economic choices incur opportunity
costs.

•

Analyzing policies aimed at stabilizing the economy
(fiscal policy by the government and monetary policy
by the Federal Reserve); explaining the roles of
government in a market economy.

•

Contrasting different economic systems (capitalism,
socialism, communism, mixed market system).

•

Defining characteristics of market structures (pure
competition, monopolistic competition, monopoly).

•

Considering duties and options to become financially
responsible individuals, including sources of income,
various investment choices, tax liabilities, insurance
benefits (car, health, life, mortgage, liability, home),
and credit (personal loans, mortgages, revolving
credit).

Economics
Explain that the scarcity and allocation of natural, human,
and capital resources requires individuals, businesses, and
governments to make choices.
Understand how government policies and competition
affect the price of goods and services exchanged in the
marketplace.

Personal Financial Literacy
Make sound financial decisions and develop a personal
budget that addresses short-term and long-term goals,
including spending, saving, and investment options.
Explain the elements of personal credit and debt
management, risk management, and insurance options.
Demonstrate economic reasoning skills by describing the
appropriate types of investments necessary for achieving
personal economic goals.

