Civics
High School

Working Together
To support families and teachers in realizing the goals of the
Colorado Academic Standards, this guide provides an overview of the
learning expectations for high school civics and offers some possible
learning experiences students may engage in during this time.

Why Standards?
Created by Coloradans for Colorado students, the Colorado
Academic Standards provide a grade-by-grade road map to help
ensure students are ultimately successful in college, careers, and life.
The standards aim to improve what students learn and how they
learn in ten content areas, emphasizing critical-thinking, creativity,
problem solving, collaboration, and communication as important life
skills in the 21st century.

Social Studies for High Schools (9-12)
Building on the social studies skills developed throughout the
elementary and middle school grades, students in high school study
world history (Renaissance to the present), world geography, United
States history (Reconstruction to the present), economics (including
personal financial literacy), and United States government.
Throughout high school, students investigate historical events,
examine geographic features and resources, consider economic
decision-making processes, and analyze the rights, roles, and
responsibilities of citizens.

Where can I learn more?
 Contact your school district regarding local decisions related to standards, curriculum, resources, and instruction.
 Colorado Academic Standards Booklets: http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/GradeLevelBooks.asp
 Stephanie Hartman, Social Studies Content Specialist at 720-498-2084, Hartman_s@cde.state.co.us

Civics
High School

Social Studies Learning
Expectations for Civics
Gather information about and engage civically to address
issues at local, state, and national levels.

communicate with regarding various issues; evaluating
the accuracy and perspective of various media sources
and describing how media acts as a check on
governmental practices.


Examining political philosophers (Locke, Hobbes)
related to the origins and structure of government;
analyzing competing democratic values (freedom vs.
security, individual rights vs. common good).



Explaining how the founding documents (Constitution,
Bill of Rights), embody the principles of democracy and
values such as freedom, security, equality, and
individual rights.



Analyzing options for learning about and participating
in local, state, and national issues; investigating the
goals and tools of U.S. foreign policy.



Assessing the effectiveness of the justice system,
executive actions, and the legislative process in
preserving and promoting the ideals of the U.S. system
of government; using court decisions and legislative
actions to trace the development of the rights and
ideals of America’s representative democracy.

Describe the foundation of government (rule of law,
common good) and its structures (Legislative, Executive,
Judicial) and functions.
Understand how public policy is made at local, state and
national levels; recognize that the policy making process
depends on the form of government.
Gather and analyze data from multiple sources to look for
patterns and create hypotheses regarding foreign policy
issues/decisions.

Throughout High School,



Researching current issues (immigration, education)
for the purpose of influencing public policy; identifying
which level of government is appropriate to

