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Preschool-5 Grade

Preschool

To support families, communities, and teachers in realizing the goals of the Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS), this guide provides an overview of the learning expectations for preschool. This
guide offers some learning experiences students may engage in at school that may also be
supported at home.

The comprehensive health standards in the elementary years focus on
developing individual skills to enhance physical, emotional, and social
wellness and using those individual skills in family, school, and community
environments. In each grade, the standards ask students to investigate
healthy eating and living habits, explore positive communication strategies,
examine effective decision-making, and identify ways to ensure personal
and community safety.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Physical and Personal Wellness: Distinguish between healthy and unhealthy foods; develop selfmanagement skills for personal hygiene.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Develop healthy relationships and interactions with adults; develop selfconcept, self-efficacy, and regulation skills; develop healthy expression of emotions.



Prevention and Risk Management: Identify ways to be sage while at play; respect personal space and
boundaries.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Distinguishing foods on a continuum from most healthy to least healthy.



Demonstrating the ability to identify and choose healthy food.



Completing personal care tasks such as using clean tissues, washing hands, handling food hygienically,
brushing teeth, and choosing appropriate clothing for the weather.



Demonstrating socially appropriate behavior with peers and adults, such as helping, sharing, and taking
turns.



Resolving conflict with peers alone and/or with adult intervention as appropriate.



Demonstrating age-appropriate independence in decision making regarding activities and materials.



Expressing a range of emotions appropriately.



Following basic safety rules in the classroom.



Seeking help from a parent or trusted adult for help and support.

The dance standards in the elementary years focus on general dance
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for more specialized
dance studies. In each grade, students explore various dance forms, gain
body awareness and movement skills, develop problem-solving skills
through dance making, and respond to dance performances.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Movement, Technique, and Performance (Perform/Present): Participate in dance activities such as
watching or exploring dances; perform dance steps with purpose by responding to rhythms and patterns;
use movement to express what they are feeling.



Create, Compose, and Choreograph (Create): Work together or alone to create and improvise (explore)
movement to a variety of stimuli.



Historical and Cultural Context (Know/Comprehend): Experience simple folk dances with guidance from
a teacher.



Reflect, Connect, and Respond (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Express personal reactions to viewed or
performed dances; recognize when/where dance is seen in daily life; describe a dance step from 2-3
different dance forms.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Copying movements demonstrated by others; participating in dance games.



Moving expressively (showing emotion through gestures and/or facial expressions).



Demonstrating physical awareness by moving freely and creatively; experimenting with a variety of dance
movements (skip, dance, jump, gallop, side steps).



Performing simple folk dances; describing dance steps from varying dance styles and discussing how
various dance performances make them feel.



Discussing dance in everyday life.



Respectfully watching/listening/responding to recorded and live dance production.

The drama and theatre arts standards in the elementary years focus on
general drama knowledge/skills and basic theatre elements to ensure a
solid foundation for more specialized study in later grades, including
technical theatre, creative movement, improvisation,
acting/writing/directing, and film studies. Students discover techniques;
perform theatrical works; explore characters, plot, and themes; investigate
dramatic texts; discover and describe personal theatre preferences; and
explore constructive ways to reflect and respond to various dramatic works.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Create (Create): Use facial expressions and movement to express thoughts and feelings about one’s
self, various characters, or environments; use dialogue, movements, facial expressions, and objects to tell
a story.



Perform (Perform/Present): Use creativity and imagination to manipulate materials (use classroom chairs
as trees in a forest or a pencil as a magic wand); use background knowledge and imagination to take on
different roles in dramatic play situations.



Critically Respond (Know/Comprehend and Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Respond to dramatic experiences
through reflective questions, relate theatre terms to everyday life (characters-people, costumes-clothes,
sets-locations), and connect personal experiences to dramatic play.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Using a variety of vocal sounds (loud and angry, soft and meek) to imitate characters from stories or
movies.



Showing how people use their bodies and faces to show how they feel (happy, sad, excited, etc.).



Using pantomime (body movements and facial expressions) to tell a story without words.



Expressing how they felt or what they thought while watching or performing in a creative drama
experience.

The mathematics standards in the elementary years focus on number and
operations. Ideas from measurement and geometry help students learn
about numbers and quantities. In each grade, students make sense of
problems, explain their thinking, and describe their world with
mathematics.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Number and Quantity: Count verbally up to at least 20; answer "How many?" questions for 10 objects;
associate a quantity with written numerals up to 5.



Algebra and Functions: Understand addition as adding more to a group and subtraction as taking away
from a group.



Data, Statistics, and Probability: Use language like shortest, heavier, biggest, or later to compare
quantities, sizes, and times; put up to five objects in order of their size.



Geometry: Name circles, squares, rectangles, and triangles and describe them in terms of their number of
sides, angles, or their relative size ("the square is bigger than the circle").

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Practicing counting out loud or answering questions like, "What comes after three?"



Playing games that require counting the number of spaces to move on a game board.



Comparing groups of objects by the relative number of pieces ("more" or "fewer") or comparing objects
by their size ("bigger," "taller," "heavier," etc.).



Answering simple word problems given verbally, like, "If you have three crackers and you eat one, how
many crackers will you have left?"



Sorting blocks, tiles, or other objects by their sizes and shapes.

The music standards in the elementary years focus on general music
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for the opportunity for
more specialized musical study in later years. In each elementary grade,
students investigate and perform various music styles and genres, examine
the language of music through identifying and writing simple music
notation, consider simple musical composition processes, and develop the
ability to describe their own musical preferences as well as critique the
music of others.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Expression of Music (Perform/Present): Respond to music, perform simple songs, and respond to teacher
feedback to improve musical skills.



Creation of Music (Create): Improvise music and sound responses to music.



Theory of Music (Know/Comprehend): Recognize a wide variety of sounds and sound sources (voice,
instruments); describe and respond to musical elements such as beat (rhythm), tone, speed of music;
identify musical opposites-loud/soft, high/low, long/short.



Aesthetic Valuation of Music (Appreciate and Understand): Express feelings experienced when
performing or listening to music; recognize music in daily life.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Reacting to different types of music rhythms and patterns through clapping, moving, and playing;
demonstrating musical awareness by moving freely and creatively.



Speaking, chanting, and singing expressively; participating in singing games.



Experimenting with a variety of instruments (maracas, rhythm sticks, bells, tambourines, drums, sand
blocks, and shakers).



Listening to music from diverse genres (Popular, Blues, Folk, Patriotic); describing music and sources of
sound (drums, stringed instruments).



Discussing or describing connections between music and feelings; discussing music heard in different
places (cars, homes, and stores).

The physical education standards in the elementary years focus on
enhancing movement concepts and skills, understanding basic healthrelated components and skill-related components of fitness and how it
relates to personal fitness, demonstrating respect, and the ability to follow
directions. In each grade, students demonstrate various movement
concepts; assess personal behaviors; connect fitness development to body
systems; demonstrate respect for self, others, and various physical activity
environments; and utilize safety procedures during physical activities.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Movement Competence and Understanding: Travel in a variety of directions using basic locomotor skills
and demonstrate an understanding of personal and general space.



Physical and Personal Wellness: Recognize the positive feelings experienced during an after physical
activity.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Demonstrate an understanding of positive social interaction with
teachers and peers.



Prevention and Risk Management: Understand basic safety rules and principles.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Moving safely in a large group without bumping into others.



Performing movements to the rhythm of music.



Demonstrating the relationship of under, over, behind, next to, through, right, left, up, down, forward,
backward, and in front of by using the body and an object.



Participating in activities that increase the heart rate.



Participating in activities that require stretching the muscles.



Demonstrating listening to the teacher during group activities.



Recognizing basic class rules and protocols.



Following teacher directions for safe participation in physical activity.

The reading, writing, and communicating standards in preschool are aligned
to the expectations within Colorado’s Early Learning and Development
Guidelines and the latest revision of the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework. They outline development expectations and
indicators of progress for preschool age students in receptive and
expressive language; understanding and obtaining meaning from stories
and information from books and other texts; phonological awareness;
concepts of early decoding; names and sounds associated with alphabetic
knowledge; emerging skills to communicate through written
representations, symbols, and letters; and asking a question to identify and
define a problem and its possible solution.
Expectations for Preschool Students:


Oral Expression and Listening: Attend to language during conversations, songs, stories or other learning
experiences; comprehend complex and varied vocabulary; follow two- to three-step directions;
participate in conversations of more than three exchanges with peers and adults; use language to express
ideas and needs; understand the difference between a question and a statement; practice asking
questions and making statements; and, speak in sentences of five or six words.



Reading for All Purposes: Show interest in shared reading experiences and looking at books
independently; recognize how books are read, such as front-to-back and one page at a time, and
recognize basic characteristics such as title, author, and illustrator; identify and discriminate between
words in language, separate syllables in words, and sounds and phonemes in language, such as attention
to beginning and ending sounds of words and recognition that different words begin or end with the same
sound; and, recognize patterns of sounds in songs, storytelling, and poetry through interactions and
meaningful experiences.



Writing and Composition: Experiment with writing tools and materials; recognize that writing is a way of
communicating for a variety of purposes, such as giving information, sharing stories, or giving an opinion;
use scribbles, shapes, pictures, and letters to represent objects, stories, experiences, or ideas; and, copy,
trace, or independently write letters or words.



Research Inquiry and Design: Differentiate between questions and statements; and, Identify problems
and search for solutions by asking questions during collaborative explorations of the topic; begin to state
facts about the topic.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Demonstrating interest in different kinds of literature, such as fiction and nonfiction books and poetry, on
a range of topics;



Making predictions based on illustrations and beginning to identify key features of reality versus fantasy
in stories, pictures, and events



Retelling stories or information from books through conversation, artistic work, creative movement, or
drama.



Asking and answering questions and make comments about print materials.

At an early age, all children have the capacity and the natural desire to
observe, explore, and discover the world around them (NRC,
2012). Mastery of these standards will result in young learners who have a
deep understanding of how scientific knowledge can provide solutions to
practical problems we see in our world.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Physical Science: Make observations and describe properties of materials. Recognize the cause and effect
relationships between matter and energy.



Life Science: Recognize that all living things have unique characteristics and basic needs and that living
things develop in predictable patterns.



Earth Science: Learn about the world around them by observing patterns related to changes in weather,
seasons, and day and night. Explore natural objects, like rocks, soil, and sand and their different uses.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Investigating different types of energy by exploring shadows and light, observing the sounds different
musical instruments make.



Discovering what makes an object move faster or slower.



Looking at patterns in the weather, and keeping track of how the weather changes from day to day.



Observing and engaging with live animals and plants and toys/stuffed animals and discuss the difference
between living and nonliving things.



Making observations about animals and plants they might see in their local environment.



Using their senses and simple tools to explore natural materials.



Making observations about daily weather conditions.

The social studies standards in the elementary years begin with individuals
and families and move from there to explorations of neighborhoods,
communities, the state of Colorado, and the United States. In each grade,
students investigate historical events, examine geographic features and
resources, consider economic decision-making processes, and define civic
roles and responsibilities.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Recognize change and sequence over time.



Develop a spatial understanding of the world around them.



Understand that individuals have many wants and have to make choices.



Understand one's relationship to the family and community.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Differentiating between past, present, and future; identifying family or personal events that happened in
the past.



Identifying aspects of the environment such as roads, buildings, trees, gardens, bodies of water, and land
formations.



Explaining how people make money and use that money to make choices among their various wants.



Discussing similarities and respective differences among people within their classroom and community.

The visual arts standards in preschool focus on experiences and exploration
in art-making and with art materials. This helps to develop a foundation and
appreciation for visual art. In preschool, students identify art in their daily
surroundings, experience that art can be used to represent stories and
ideas, explore various art-making processes, and begin to see how art is a
part of their community.

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Observe and Learn to Comprehend (Know/Comprehend): Identify art in their day-to-day life and
surroundings.



Envision and Critique to Reflect (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Know that art can be used to represent
people, places, things, and ideas. Art can be used to tell a story.



Invent and Discover to Create (Create/Present): Use a range of traditional and non-traditional art
materials to create drawings, pictures, or other objects that have personal relevance.



Relate and Connect to Transfer (Connect/Apply/Transfer): Understand that art and artists have an
important role in communities.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Bringing attention to patterns, shapes, lines, or colors found in objects and design inside as well as in
nature and the outdoor environment; commenting or drawing attention to a feature of a food item or
packaging at snack time; noticing and discussing the illustrations in picture books, posters, or art in
hallways as inspiration for making original art; helping decide which of their artworks should be displayed;
pointing out images of personal preference and connect to stories about their life.



Telling the story of their own work; showing or telling the steps used in making their own art; using the
illustrations of books as inspiration to create their own story.



Exploring and experimenting with a combination of materials and trying a variety of techniques;
describing their artwork; listening to stories and creating a work of art that represents the story; learning
by discovery, such as by finding out what happens when colors are mixed rather than being told ahead of
time; making choices about their artwork and envisioning what might happen if they make changes or
additions to a work of art.



Explaining what an artist does; identifying some of the activities in which artists participate and materials
artists might use; requesting and using names for art materials while working on art (such as, but not
limited to, paint, colored pencils, pastels, clay, yarn, wooden blocks, crayons, fabric, etc.).

The world language standards are organized in language proficiency range
levels. Language proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a
person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in
real-life situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the
introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the minimum
proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advancedlow).

Expectations for Preschool Students:


Understand and answer a few simple questions on very familiar topics using practiced or memorized
words in the Interpersonal Mode.



Understand the general topic in a very familiar context by recognizing practiced or memorized words in
texts that are spoken, written, and supported by visuals in the Interpretive Mode.



Name very familiar people, places, and objects using practiced or memorized words, phrases, and with
the help of visuals in the Presentational Mode.

Throughout Preschool You May Find Students:


Recognizing greeting, farewells, and other expressions of courtesy.



Following routine oral instructions and direction by responding appropriately.



Listening attentively and responding with words or appropriate gestures to songs, poems, and short
stories.



Responding nonverbally to oral directions and routine requests in the classroom and public places.



Reproducing short memorized responses for classroom activities and beyond.

Kindergarten

To support families, communities, and teachers in realizing the goals of the Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS), this guide provides an overview of the learning expectations for preschool. This
guide offers some learning experiences students may engage in at school that may also be
supported at home.

The comprehensive health standards in the elementary years focus on
developing individual skills to enhance physical, emotional, and social
wellness and using those individual skills in family, school, and community
environments. In each grade, the standards ask students to investigate
healthy eating and living habits, explore positive communication strategies,
examine effective decision-making, and identify ways to ensure personal
and community safety.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Physical and Personal Wellness: Identify the major food groups and the benefits of eating a variety of
foods; explain how personal hygiene and cleanliness affect one's overall health.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Understand that one's actions impact others.



Prevention and Risk Management: Respect the personal space and boundaries of self and others;
communicate unsafe situations and explain safe behavior as a pedestrian; understand safety procedures
when riding in motor vehicles.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Identifying types of foods that provide energy for daily activities, growth, and good health.



Discussing how sleep affects concentration and mood.



Making connections between good hygiene and good physical health.



Talking about the ways that emotions influence behavior and physical feelings.



Demonstrating respect for self and others.



Communicating how different situations and settings have specific rules about personal space.



Examining traffic laws and following school rules and procedures.



Describing verbal and non-verbal communication skills.



Practicing how to use 911 and other emergency numbers.

The dance standards in the elementary years focus on general dance
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for more specialized
dance studies. In each grade, students explore various dance forms, gain
body awareness and movement skills, develop problem-solving skills
through dance making, and respond to dance performances.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Movement, Technique, and Performance (Perform/Present): Participate in dance activities such as
watching or exploring dances; perform dance steps with purpose by responding to rhythms and patterns;
use movement to express what they are feeling.



Create, Compose and Choreograph (Create): Work together or alone to create and improvise (explore)
movement to a variety of stimuli.



Historical and Cultural Context (Know/Comprehend): Experience simple folk dances with guidance from
a teacher.



Reflect, Connect, and Respond (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Express personal reactions to viewed or
performed dances; recognize when/where dance is seen in daily life; describe a dance step from 2-3
different dance forms.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Copying movements demonstrated by others; participating in dance games.



Moving expressively (showing emotion through gestures and/or facial expressions).



Demonstrating physical awareness by moving freely and creatively; experimenting with a variety of dance
movements (skip, dance, jump, gallop, side steps).



Performing simple folk dances; describing dance steps from varying dance styles and discussing how
various dance performances make them feel.



Discussing dance in everyday life.



Respectfully watching/listening/responding to recorded and live dance productions.

The drama and theatre arts standards in the elementary years focus on
general drama knowledge/skills and basic theatre elements to ensure a
solid foundation for more specialized study in later grades, including
technical theatre, creative movement, improvisation,
acting/writing/directing, and film studies. Students discover techniques;
perform theatrical works; explore characters, plot, and themes; investigate
dramatic texts; discover and describe personal theatre preferences; and
explore constructive ways to reflect and respond to various dramatic works.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Create (Create): Use facial expressions and movement to express thoughts and feelings about one’s self,
characters, or environments; use dialogue, movements, facial expressions, actions, and objects to tell a
story.



Perform (Perform/Present): Use creativity and imagination to manipulate materials (use classroom chairs
as trees in a forest or a pencil as a magic wand); use background knowledge and imagination to take on
different roles in dramatic play situations.



Critically Respond (Know/Comprehend and Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Respond to dramatic experiences
through reflective questions stories and plays, relate theatre terms to everyday life (characters-people,
costumes-clothes, sets-locations), and connect personal experiences to dramatic play.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Using a variety of vocal sounds (loud and angry, soft and meek) to imitate characters from stories or
movies.



Showing how people use their bodies and faces to show how they feel (happy, sad, excited, etc.).



Using pantomime (body movements and facial expressions) to tell a story without words.



Expressing how they felt or what they thought while watching or performing in a creative drama
experience.

The mathematics standards in the elementary years focus on number and
operations. Ideas from measurement and geometry help students learn
about numbers and quantities. In each grade, students make sense of
problems, explain their thinking, and describe their world with
mathematics.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Number and Quantity: Fluently (consistently) write numerals and count items up to 20.



Algebra and Functions: Understand addition as putting together and subtraction as taking apart for
numbers up to 10.



Data, Statistics, and Probability: Sort objects into groups by comparing attributes such as color, size, and
shape.



Geometry: Name shapes regardless of size or position (a triangle is still a triangle even when pointing
down).

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Playing counting games to help focus on one-to-one counting (touching one object and saying one
number name).



Quickly seeing groups of two or three objects without counting.



Recognizing multiple finger patterns for the numbers 1 to 10.



Writing numerals.



Acting out addition and subtraction word problems.



Creating pictures to show how numbers were joined or broken apart.



Making comparisons (“I have more crayons” “His pencil is shorter than mine”).



Describing the basic location of objects (next to, under, over, inside).



Naming and drawing shapes.



Creating pictures by combining shapes (a house drawing created with a square and triangle).

The music standards in the elementary years focus on general music
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for the opportunity for
more specialized musical study in later years. In each elementary grade,
students investigate and perform various music styles and genres, examine
the language of music through identifying and writing simple music
notation, consider simple musical composition processes, and develop the
ability to describe their own musical preferences as well as critique the
music of others.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Expression of Music (Perform/Present): Respond to musical opposites, perform simple songs, and
respond to teacher feedback to improve musical skills.



Creation of Music (Create): Create music to add to stories or poems.



Theory of Music (Know/Comprehend): Recognize a wide variety of sounds and sound sources (voice,
instruments); describe and respond to musical elements such as beat (rhythm), tone, speed of music;
identify musical opposites-loud/soft, high/low, long/short.



Aesthetic Valuation of Music (Appreciate and Understand): Express feelings experienced when
performing or listening to music; recognize music in daily life.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Reacting to different types of music rhythms and patterns through clapping, moving, and playing;
demonstrating musical awareness by moving freely and creatively.



Speaking, chanting, and singing expressively; participating in singing games.



Experimenting with a variety of instruments (maracas, rhythm sticks, bells, tambourines, drums, sand
blocks, and shakers).



Listening to music from diverse genres (Popular, Blues, Folk, Patriotic); describing music and sources of
sound (drums, stringed instruments).



Discussing or describing connections between music and feelings; discussing music heard in different
places (cars, homes, and stores).

The physical education standards in the elementary years focus on
enhancing movement concepts and skills, understanding basic healthrelated components and skill-related components of fitness and how it
relates to personal fitness, demonstrating respect, and the ability to follow
directions. In each grade, students demonstrate various movement
concepts; assess personal behaviors; connect fitness development to body
systems; demonstrate respect for self, others, and various physical activity
environments; and utilize safety procedures during physical activities.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Movement Competence and Understanding: Demonstrate body and spatial awareness through
movement; locate and move major parts of the body.



Physical and Personal Wellness: Understand that physical activity increases the heart rate, making the
heart stronger.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Demonstrate respect for self, others, and equipment; demonstrate the
ability to follow directions.



Prevention and Risk Management: Apply safe practices, rules, and procedures.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Demonstrating contrasts between slow and fast speeds while using locomotor skills.



Traveling in straight, curved, and zigzag pathways.



Creating shapes at high, medium, and low levels by using hands, arms, torso, feet, and legs in a variety of
combinations.



Moving specific body parts in response to a variety of sensory cues such as auditory or visual.



Identifying activities that will increase the heart rate.



Sustaining physical activity for short periods of time.



Demonstrating the characteristics of sharing and playing without interfering with others.



Following a simple series of instructions for an activity.



Participating in activity without colliding into other students, objects, and surroundings.

The reading, writing, and communicating standards in preschool are aligned
to the expectations within Colorado’s Early Learning and Development
Guidelines and the latest revision of the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework. They outline development expectations and
indicators of progress for preschool age students in receptive and
expressive language; understanding and obtaining meaning from stories
and information from books and other texts; phonological awareness;
concepts of early decoding; names and sounds associated with alphabetic
knowledge; emerging skills to communicate through written
representations, symbols, and letters; and asking a question to identify and
define a problem and its possible solution.
Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Oral Expression and Listening: Use effective oral language (vocabulary and grammar) and non-verbal
communication skills (gestures, expressions); use their voice to show phonemic awareness (knowledge of
the sounds of language, such as long and short vowel sounds, consonants); show how vocal sounds
produce words (the word “cat” has three sounds – /k/-/a/-/t/).



Reading for All Purposes: Demonstrate knowledge of all the letters of the alphabet; use letter sounds to
decode (sound out and pronounce) words on the printed page; show understanding of the “concept of
print” (read from left to right, letters make words, words make sentences, books have a front and back
cover).



Writing and Composition: Share ideas in their writing; demonstrate knowledge of different types of
writing that people do and why people write (to tell stories, to provide information, to try to explain the
world around them, to express opinions, likes, and dislikes); use correct mechanics and conventions
(capital letters and end punctuation) in their writing; use a combination of pictures and words to write
stories and books.



Research and Reasoning: Use different resources to find information to answer their own questions of
interest about a topic; ask good questions to become a better reader and listener.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Showing they understand print concepts; decoding (sounding out and pronouncing) familiar words.



Asking and answering questions about main ideas and details in readings (understanding what the reading
is about); identifying character, setting, and events in a story; identifying main points in informational
texts.



Responding to stories and books by asking questions; sharing understandings with others; using drawings
to respond to readings.



Talking about the pictures and visuals in books and how images connect with words; naming the author
and illustrator of a book; comparing and contrasting characters in familiar stories.



Using drawing, dictating, and writing to tell a story, to explain a topic, or to state an opinion; using
resources (watching a science experiment, listening to books read- aloud, watching videos) to answer
questions about a topic; talking with others about their writing.

At an early age, all children have the capacity and the natural desire to
observe, explore, and discover the world around them (NRC,
2012). Mastery of these standards will result in young learners who have a
deep understanding of how scientific knowledge can provide solutions to
practical problems we see in our world.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Physical Science: Compare the effect of different strengths and directions of push and pull on the speed
and motion of an object. Examine how sunlight affects the Earth’s surface.



Life Science: Develop an understanding of what plants and animals need to survive, and examine the
relationship between their needs and where they live (ex. Deer eat buds and leaves, so they typically live
in areas like forests.)



Earth Science: Patterns are observed when measuring the local weather, and these observations can help
communities prepare for and respond to severe weather conditions.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Planning investigations to compare the effect strength and direction have on the motion of an object.



Using tools and materials to design and build a structure that will reduce the warming effect of sunlight
on an area.



Making observations about what animals and plants need to help them live and grow, and also making
observations about how animals might change their environments to meet their needs.



Keeping track of how the weather changes from day to day, and describe the patterns they observe over
time.

The social studies standards in the elementary years begin with individuals
and families and move from there to explorations of neighborhoods,
communities, the state of Colorado, and the United States. In each grade,
students investigate historical events, examine geographic features and
resources, consider economic decision-making processes, and define civic
roles and responsibilities.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


History: Ask questions, share information, and discuss ideas about the past; put events in chronological
(time) order.



Geography: Identify the basic characteristics of maps and globes and point out their
similarities/differences; discuss how people live in different settings and interact with their environment
based on location.



Economics: Describe choices individuals make based on wants. Personal Financial Literacy: Describe
choices people make about how to use the money they earn.



Civics: Explain that groups have rules; interact positively with others; recognize membership in family,
neighborhood, school, and team; discuss the characteristics of an active and helpful member of the
classroom and school; follow class rules.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Using words such as past, present, future, to sequence events in the school day; exploring the similarities
and differences of children and families long ago and today; talking about changes in their lives over time
and discussing important events in their lives (and their families’ lives).



Comparing and contrasting how people live in different settings around the world; discussing different
foods, types of clothing, and shelter and how they change with different environments (people living in
colder climates wear warmer clothing).



Discussing the different types of resources in the classroom; reasoning and working through situations
with classmates to share those resources.



Demonstrating positive citizenship skills such as courtesy, honesty, and fairness; working productively in
both independent and cooperative learning situations; contributing to making and maintaining a
classroom and school community.

The visual arts standards in preschool focus on experiences and exploration
in art-making and with art materials. This helps to develop a foundation and
appreciation for visual art. In preschool, students identify art in their daily
surroundings, experience that art can be used to represent stories and
ideas, explore various art-making processes, and begin to see how art is a
part of their community.

Expectations for Kindergarten Students:


Observe and Learn to Comprehend (Know/Comprehend): Understand that works of art can represent
people, places, and things.



Envision and Critique to Reflect (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Identify and discuss connections between
stories and artwork.



Invent and Discover to Create (Create/Present): Use a range of materials to create artwork.



Relate and Connect to Transfer (Connect/Apply/Transfer): Identify art in daily life; understand that
artists have an important role in communities.

Throughout Kindergarten You May Find Students:


Identifying feelings and emotions connected with pictures (in books); listing the possible feelings an artist
might be trying to create (in an illustration in a book).



Identifying the most important character/person in an image; identifying the setting shown in an image.



Answering questions about stories in artwork images; pointing at pictures that represent the beginning,
middle, and end of a story.



Making a variety of artworks using different materials.



Identifying art in their life.

The world language standards are organized in language proficiency range
levels. Language proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a
person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in
real-life situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the
introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the minimum
proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advancedlow).

The world languages standards in the elementary years create a roadmap to guide K-5 students in the process of
learning a new language and understanding diverse cultural perspectives, as well as developing insights into their
own language and culture at the appropriate developmental stage. The standards reflect a performance-based
discipline which emphasizes communication skills (interpersonal speaking and writing; interpretive reading,
listening, and viewing and presentational speaking and writing) in a new language to navigate real-life situations.
Students use the newly acquired language while making connections with other academic disciplines, comparing
both the nature of language and the nature of culture with their own language and the one being learned and with
investigation and interaction of cultural practices and products in order to better understand multiple
perspectives. These standards prepare students to participate more fully in the interconnected global community
and the international marketplace.
Why are world language standards organized in language proficiency range levels? Language proficiency refers to
the degree of skill with which a person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in real-life
situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the
minimum proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advanced-low). Progression through
levels of proficiency is influenced by program design such as grade levels, competency-based programs, time for
language instruction, and immersion programs. Language programs in many schools districts have multiple entry
points. Both the length and the type of program design impact both language acquisition and proficiency level for
students.

To view the expectations for elementary students at the various proficiency ranges, go to:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/2020cas-wl-es-guides

1st Grade

To support families, communities, and teachers in realizing the goals of the Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS), this guide provides an overview of the learning expectations for preschool. This
guide offers some learning experiences students may engage in at school that may also be
supported at home.

The comprehensive health standards in the elementary years focus on
developing individual skills to enhance physical, emotional, and social
wellness and using those individual skills in family, school, and community
environments. In each grade, the standards ask students to investigate
healthy eating and living habits, explore positive communication strategies,
examine effective decision-making, and identify ways to ensure personal
and community safety.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Physical and Personal Wellness: Establish how eating a variety of foods from the different food groups is
vital for good health; demonstrate health behaviors to prevent injury or illness.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Demonstrate how to express emotions in healthy ways; identify parents,
guardians, and other trusted adults as resources for information about health.



Prevention and Risk Management: Demonstrate strategies to avoid hazards in the home and community.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Classifying healthy food options in each major food group; examining healthy foods and beverages.



Identifying how the taste, color, smells, and textures of foods provide sensory experiences that add or
take away from enjoying what we eat.



Identifying ways to prevent germs.



Classifying types of wounds and infections.



Using effective listening and communication skills; practicing skills for cooperation and sharing with
others; investigating problem-solving strategies.



Identifying trusted adults in home, school, and community.



Identifying potential hazards and appropriate responses.



Investigating places where help might be found in times of emergency; demonstrating how to use 911
and other emergency numbers; discussing safety procedures for various emergency situations.



Investigating internet safety.

The dance standards in the elementary years focus on general dance
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for more specialized
dance studies. In each grade, students explore various dance forms, gain
body awareness and movement skills, develop problem-solving skills
through dance making, and respond to dance performances.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Movement, Technique, and Performance (Perform/Present): Participate in dance activities such as
watching or exploring dances; perform dance steps with purpose by responding to rhythms and patterns;
use movement to express what they are feeling.



Create, Compose and Choreograph (Create): Work together or alone to create and improvise (explore)
movement to a variety of stimuli.



Historical and Cultural Context (Know/Comprehend): Identify patterns in cultural dances (specific
beginning, middle, end of a dance); use maps to locate the country of origin for a dance; discuss some
aspects of the history/culture of the people who created a particular dance style.



Reflect, Connect, and Respond (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Participate in dance activities using positive
behavior choices; describe moods/feeling portrayed in music; verbally recite simple terms related to
dance styles.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Moving while following a teacher (in large groups, small groups, or individually).



Demonstrating and exploring the elements of dance such as changing speed and basic rhythm patterns in
movement phrases (specific segments within a full dance).



Creating short solo dances that reflect/express an emotion.



Learning simple dances from other cultures.



Describing dance sequences using basic dance vocabulary.



Demonstrating respectful behavior while viewing or performing dances.

The drama and theatre arts standards in the elementary years focus on
general drama knowledge/skills and basic theatre elements to ensure a
solid foundation for more specialized study in later grades, including
technical theatre, creative movement, improvisation,
acting/writing/directing, and film studies. Students discover techniques;
perform theatrical works; explore characters, plot, and themes; investigate
dramatic texts; discover and describe personal theatre preferences; and
explore constructive ways to reflect and respond to various dramatic works.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Create: Use facial expressions and movement to express thoughts and feelings about one’s
self, characters, or environments; use dialogue, movements, facial expressions, actions, and objects to tell
a story.



Perform: Select, analyze, and interpret stories for dramatic presentations.



Critically Respond: Relate artistic ideas to cultural and historical understandings; reflect on personal
growth and analyze elements of dramatic presentations.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Talking about and enacting physical and emotional traits of storybook characters.



Creating human and animal characters in specific environments (the actions of an elephant in the jungle
versus an elephant in a living room).



Acting out a teacher-narrated story by demonstrating the actions and events described.



Using body, voice, and imagination to act out various scenarios.

The mathematics standards in the elementary years focus on number and
operations. Ideas from measurement and geometry help students learn
about numbers and quantities. In each grade, students make sense of
problems, explain their thinking, and describe their world with
mathematics.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Number and Quantity: Fluently (consistently) add and subtract within 10; mentally add or subtract 10 to
any number; break apart numbers into groups of tens and ones.



Algebra and Functions: Solve a variety of addition and subtraction word problems; use equations to show
the relationship of numbers in a world problem (9 = ? + 4).



Data, Statistics, and Probability: Measure and compare the length of objects; tell time to the nearest
hour and half-hour.



Geometry: Join and break apart shapes to create new shapes; find halves and fourths of shapes.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Exploring the meaning of the equal sign (Does 9 + 7 = 9 + 1 + 6?).



Using connections between addition and subtraction to solve problems (if 5 + 7 = 12 then what is 12 – ? =
5).



Mentally solving problems like 43 + 10 and 56 - 10.



Describing a number like 37 as three tens and seven ones.



Explaining the difference between seven, seventeen, and seventy.



Solving addition and subtraction involving lengths.

The music standards in the elementary years focus on general music
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for the opportunity for
more specialized musical study in later years. In each elementary grade,
students investigate and perform various music styles and genres, examine
the language of music through identifying and writing simple music
notation, consider simple musical composition processes, and develop the
ability to describe their own musical preferences as well as critique the
music of others.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Expression of Music (Perform/Present): Sing and play simple songs and patterns; respond to teacher
feedback to improve musical skills.



Creation of Music (Create): Create short patterns and phrases of music.



Theory of Music (Know/Comprehend): Recognize a variety of simple rhythmic patterns and simple
musical notation; use musical vocabulary to discuss changes in music; identify patterns in simple musical
selections such as beginning, middle, and end; recognize a wide variety of sounds and sound sources.



Aesthetic Valuation of Music (Appreciate and Understand): Describe moods/feelings portrayed in music;
describe where and when music can be heard in peoples’ daily lives.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Moving while following the teacher’s hand gestures (walk with an arm wave, stop with an arm stop);
singing simple pitches and following beats while the teacher points to musical notes.



Singing along with their teacher to a well-known song; singing or playing a song and adding something
new (speeding up or slowing down the beat).



Clapping to rhythms in a song; describing musical selections using basic music vocabulary.



Discussing the sounds of a musical selection (“it sounds like a big bear” or “it sounds like a little mouse”);
explaining personal likes and dislikes about kinds of music; using movement to show the personal feelings
a piece of music creates.

The physical education standards in the elementary years focus on
enhancing movement concepts and skills, understanding basic healthrelated components and skill-related components of fitness and how it
relates to personal fitness, demonstrating respect, and the ability to follow
directions. In each grade, students demonstrate various movement
concepts; assess personal behaviors; connect fitness development to body
systems; demonstrate respect for self, others, and various physical activity
environments; and utilize safety procedures during physical activities.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Movement Competence and Understanding: Demonstrate basic locomotor skills (e.g., walking, running,
sliding) and non-locomotor skills (e.g., twisting, bending, stretching, turning), and rhythmic and crosslateral movements; demonstrate fundamental manipulative skills (e.g., jumping rope, throwing, catching,
kicking); establish a beginning movement vocabulary.



Physical and Personal Wellness: Identify the body’s normal reactions to moderate and vigorous physical
activity.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Work independently and with others to complete work; follow the rules
of an activity.



Prevention and Risk Management: Develop movement control for safe participation in games and
physical activities.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Performing a simple dance step in keeping with a specific tempo.



Manipulating objects such as jump ropes, scarves, hoops, and balls.



Throwing an object with an overhand or underhand motion while stepping forward in opposition.



Kicking a stationary object using a simple kicking pattern.



Distinguishing between a jog and a run, a hop and a jump, and a gallop and a slide.



Identifying physical activities that require strong muscles.



Inviting others to use equipment before repeating a turn.



Developing rules for an activity with teacher assistance and participating in the activity while following the
rules.



Recognizing appropriate safety practices in general space (e.g., throwing objects when appropriate, only
throwing objects when others are not in the direct line of the throw).

The reading, writing, and communicating standards in preschool are aligned
to the expectations within Colorado’s Early Learning and Development
Guidelines and the latest revision of the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework. They outline development expectations and
indicators of progress for preschool age students in receptive and
expressive language; understanding and obtaining meaning from stories
and information from books and other texts; phonological awareness;
concepts of early decoding; names and sounds associated with alphabetic
knowledge; emerging skills to communicate through written
representations, symbols, and letters; and asking a question to identify and
define a problem and its possible solution.
Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Oral Expression and Listening: Identify specific sounds in words and experiment with those sounds
(changing ch- in chip to sh- to make ship, for example); expand their spoken vocabulary; demonstrate how
words, gestures, and actions are used to give and receive information.



Reading for All Purposes: Apply letter sounds (short and long vowels) and letter combinations (sh-, ch-, tion) to decode words (sound out and pronounce); understand word structure (how words are put
together) and word families (words that contain–ack: attack, snack, black, for example); fluently read
(with appropriate speed, accuracy, and expression) and comprehend (understand) a variety of stories,
informational writing (“how to” books, instructions), and opinion pieces (favorite movies, foods).



Writing and Composition: Explore the writing process (plan, write, clean-up, share) to develop ideas for
their own writing; use correct spelling and conventions (capital letters, punctuation) in their writing.



Research Inquiry and Design: Use different resources to locate information and answer questions; ask
questions and gather information as part of a research process.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Applying phonics rules (sounds of letters) to decode (sound out and pronounce) one- and two-syllable
words; reading with purpose, understanding, and fluency (the right speed, accuracy, and expression);
recognizing punctuation and grammar in books and stories (end punctuation followed by capital letter);
asking and answering questions about key ideas and details to understand stories and informational
books; using text features (headings, captions, table of contents) to comprehend (understand) the
reading.



Working with fellow students to discuss different readings and topics; responding to the ideas of others
by asking/answering questions; actively listening by making eye contact and demonstrating positive body
posture.



Comparing and contrasting the adventures of characters in stories; identifying similarities and differences
between two texts on the same topic; explaining how illustrations and visuals work with the words in a
book or story; identifying how an author supports ideas.



Writing a story with interesting details; writing to explain a topic; writing to state an opinion about a topic
and using supporting details; talking about their writing with others to improve writing; using correct
grammar and mechanics (complete sentences, end punctuation, correct upper- and lower-case letters).

Three-dimensional science standards in the elementary grades lay the
foundation for students to work and think like scientists and engineers. We
also see strong connections to skills students will use to be successful with
reading, literacy, and mathematics. In elementary grades, we will explore
disciplinary core ideas in physical, life, and Earth and space sciences via
phenomena in the world around us. Learners in elementary grades develop
and ask testable questions, collect, and analyze different types of
evidence, and write and communicate our understanding. Mastery of these
standards will result in young learners who have a deep understanding of
how scientific knowledge can provide solutions to practical problems we
see in our world.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Physical Science: Understand that sound can make matter vibrate and vibrating matter can make sound;
objects can be seen if light is available; and people use different devices to communicate.



Life Science: Explain that offspring have characteristics that are similar to but not exactly like their parents
characteristics; understand that an organism is a living thing that has physical features that help it survive.



Earth Science: Understand that patterns of the motion of the sun, moon, and stars in the sky can be
observed, described, and predicted.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Planning an investigation to provide evidence that vibrating materials make a sound.



Making observations about how we see objects based on the amount of light present.



Using tools to build a device that uses light or sound to communicate



Developing an understanding of how plants and animals use their external parts help them survive and
grow.



Making observations and constructing explanations about how young plants and animals are like, but not
exactly like, their parents.



Observing that the sun and moon appear to rise in one part of the sky, move across the sky, and set in a
different part of the sky.



Making observations about the amount of light in the winter versus the summer.

The social studies standards in the elementary years begin with individuals
and families and move from there to explorations of neighborhoods,
communities, the state of Colorado, and the United States. In each grade,
students investigate historical events, examine geographic features and
resources, consider economic decision-making processes, and define civic
roles and responsibilities.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


History: Use words related to time, sequence and change; identify diverse perspectives and traditions of
families, including their own, from many cultures that have shaped the United States; ask questions and
discuss ideas about patterns and chronological order of events from the past.



Geography: Use maps and globes to represent the earth; understand the nature of a community and its
relationship to the environment; identify how communities differ in both physical and cultural
characteristics.



Economics: Discuss financial (money) responsibility; provide examples of the types of job choices available
to people in their family and community. Personal Financial Literacy: Plan how to spend, share, and save
money.



Civics: Identify and explain the meaning of holidays, symbols, and notable people and
places representative of our diverse society.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Using vocabulary related to time, sequence and change, calendars, and the past; describing significant life
events; discussing family and cultural traditions (holidays, celebrations) and comparing those with the
traditions and cultures of others; exploring the meaning behind American symbols.



Using maps, globes and other geographic vocabulary (direction, distance, land, water); talking about
directions (north, south, east, west) to describe how to get to a given location; reciting their personal
address and explaining how to find places on a map.



Discussing short-term money goals (saving to buy something special) and providing examples of how to
raise and save money to meet a goal; providing examples of community businesses and what they make
and provide.



Demonstrating the ability to be a leader and team member; explaining some examples of family and
school jobs (responsibilities); demonstrating what it means to be a responsible member of a community;
discussing the characteristics of responsible leaders.

The visual arts standards in preschool focus on experiences and exploration
in art-making and with art materials. This helps to develop a foundation and
appreciation for visual art. In preschool, students identify art in their daily
surroundings, experience that art can be used to represent stories and
ideas, explore various art-making processes, and begin to see how art is a
part of their community.

Expectations for 1st Grade Students:


Observe and Learn to Comprehend (Know/Comprehend): Use artwork to express/explain feelings;
describe the emotions or feelings of a piece of artwork; explain a story that might be found in an artwork.



Envision and Critique to Reflect (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Discuss how people make art; explain the
steps used to make a (personal) piece of art.



Invent and Discover to Create (Create/Present): Make art to share their ideas and feelings.



Relate and Connect to Transfer (Connect/Apply/Transfer): Tell their own story through their artwork.

Throughout 1st Grade You May Find Students:


Reciting or creating stories from a piece of artwork.



Identifying feelings in artwork images.



Talking about art images and what they mean personally; discussing how artists share ideas/feelings
about particular places through the art.



Creating pieces of art that express feelings and represent important things; making art with, about, and
for others.

The world language standards are organized in language proficiency range
levels. Language proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a
person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in
real-life situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the
introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the minimum
proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advancedlow).

The world languages standards in the elementary years create a roadmap to guide K-5 students in the process of
learning a new language and understanding diverse cultural perspectives, as well as developing insights into their
own language and culture at the appropriate developmental stage. The standards reflect a performance-based
discipline which emphasizes communication skills (interpersonal speaking and writing; interpretive reading,
listening, and viewing and presentational speaking and writing) in a new language to navigate real-life situations.
Students use the newly acquired language while making connections with other academic disciplines, comparing
both the nature of language and the nature of culture with their own language and the one being learned and with
investigation and interaction of cultural practices and products in order to better understand multiple
perspectives. These standards prepare students to participate more fully in the interconnected global community
and the international marketplace.
Why are world language standards organized in language proficiency range levels? Language proficiency refers to
the degree of skill with which a person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in real-life
situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the
minimum proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advanced-low). Progression through
levels of proficiency is influenced by program design such as grade levels, competency-based programs, time for
language instruction, and immersion programs. Language programs in many schools districts have multiple entry
points. Both the length and the type of program design impact both language acquisition and proficiency level for
students.

To view the expectations for elementary students at the various proficiency ranges, go to:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/2020cas-wl-es-guides

2nd Grade

To support families, communities, and teachers in realizing the goals of the Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS), this guide provides an overview of the learning expectations for preschool. This
guide offers some learning experiences students may engage in at school that may also be
supported at home.

The comprehensive health standards in the elementary years focus on
developing individual skills to enhance physical, emotional, and social
wellness and using those individual skills in family, school, and community
environments. In each grade, the standards ask students to investigate
healthy eating and living habits, explore positive communication strategies,
examine effective decision-making, and identify ways to ensure personal
and community safety.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Physical and Personal Wellness: Identify eating behaviors that contribute to good health and recognize
basic childhood chronic diseases.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Utilize knowledge and skills to develop a positive self-concept;
use knowledge and skills to develop an awareness of others and maintain healthy relationships.



Prevention and Risk Management: Identify the dangers of using tobacco products and being exposed to
second hand smoke and marijuana products; categorize safe and proper use of household products;
explain why bullying is harmful and how to respond appropriately; demonstrate interpersonal
communication skills to prevent injury or to ask for help in an emergency or unsafe or bullying situation.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Describing how a healthy diet helps provide the energy to move, think clearly, and solve problems
throughout the day.



Identifying appropriate portion sizes of various types of foods.



Recognizing the body signals (being full or hungry).



Making safe decisions in emergency situations.



Categorizing common childhood and chronic diseases.



Examining how people express their emotions in a variety of ways.



Utilizing appropriate ways to express emotions at school, work, or within the family.



Expressing verbal and non-verbal communication.



Demonstrating effective refusal skills.



Analyzing similarities and differences between teasing and bullying.



Identifying the dangers and effects of tobacco use, marijuana use, and second-hand smoke.



Determining the safe use of substances and household products.



Identify ways that technology can distract us and cause unsafe situations.

The dance standards in the elementary years focus on general dance
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for more specialized
dance studies. In each grade, students explore various dance forms, gain
body awareness and movement skills, develop problem-solving skills
through dance making, and respond to dance performances.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Movement, Technique, and Performance (Perform/Present): Demonstrate how to watch and recreate
movements; accurately and expressively perform simple dance sequences.



Create, Compose and Choreograph (Create): Create dances that use a short phrase or gesture that is
repeated within the dance.



Historical and Cultural Context (Know/Comprehend): Discuss the ways dance is used in various
societal/community traditions.



Reflect, Connect, and Respond (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Identify differences between dance styles
or cultural dances; discuss the emotions connected with performing or watching particular dances (happy,
sad, angry).

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Demonstrating a variety of simple dance movement combinations.



Choosing how to move to music or following a teacher’s movements.



Assisting their classmates and teacher in composing a class dance about a favorite story or character.



Discussing when/where dances are performed in various community celebrations.



Discussing the traditions, culture, and nation/country connected with a specific dance.



Explaining personal dance preferences.

The drama and theatre arts standards in the elementary years focus on
general drama knowledge/skills and basic theatre elements to ensure a
solid foundation for more specialized study in later grades, including
technical theatre, creative movement, improvisation,
acting/writing/directing, and film studies. Students discover techniques;
perform theatrical works; explore characters, plot, and themes; investigate
dramatic texts; discover and describe personal theatre preferences; and
explore constructive ways to reflect and respond to various dramatic works.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Create: Demonstrate basic sounds, movements, and facial expressions to create a character; improvise
story elements (beginning, middle, end) using body and voice individually and in groups.



Perform: Act out the elements of a short story, use voice and movement to show character choices
(demonstrating reactions, feelings, relationships, and ideas), and convey meaning in an artistic work
through collaboration.



Critically Respond: Identify the causes and effects of character actions in stories; discuss the choices
made to show setting, characters, and plot of stories; and examine how personal preferences impact an
audience reaction.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Exploring body posture and sounds to bring a character to life; practicing improvisation such as changing
the reaction of a character to the same situation.



Explaining the basic plot of a story and ways to change the story (telling a fairy tale from the side of the
villain).



Deciding how to create a setting for a story or scene (using body, backdrops, set pieces, and or and
props).



Collaborate with others to compose a scene.



Participating in a class discussion about a theatre performance.

The mathematics standards in the elementary years focus on number and
operations. Ideas from measurement and geometry help students learn
about numbers and quantities. In each grade, students make sense of
problems, explain their thinking, and describe their world with
mathematics.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Number and Quantity: Use an understanding of place value to add and subtract within 100.



Algebra and Functions: Fluently (consistently) add and subtract within 20 using mental strategies.



Data, Statistics, and Probability: Read and create pictographs and bar graphs; relate addition and
subtraction to length, time and money.



Geometry: Build, draw, and analyze 2-dimensional shapes (squares and triangles) and 3-dimensional
shapes (cubes and pyramids).

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Mentally adding and subtracting problems like 17 - 5, 13 + 6, and 15 - 12.



Skip counting by 5s (5, 10, 15), 10s (10, 20, 30), and 100s (100, 200, 300) starting at different numbers.



Solving two-digit addition and subtraction problems using a variety of strategies.



Using number lines to solve addition and subtraction word problems.



Exploring the features of shapes and ways to break shapes into halves, thirds, and fourths.

The music standards in the elementary years focus on general music
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for the opportunity for
more specialized musical study in later years. In each elementary grade,
students investigate and perform various music styles and genres, examine
the language of music through identifying and writing simple music
notation, consider simple musical composition processes, and develop the
ability to describe their own musical preferences as well as critique the
music of others.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Expression of Music (Perform/Present): Perform simple musical patterns, songs, and respond to teacher
and peer feedback to improve musical skills.



Creation of Music (Create): Create instrumental and vocal patterns to accompany poems, rhymes, and
stories.



Theory of Music (Know/Comprehend): Use musical vocabulary to accurately identify music elements
(dynamics-loud/soft, simple types of notes, patterns of notes, types of tones-low/high); recognize changes
in tempo (speed) and dynamics (volume), and recognize types of instruments.



Aesthetic Valuation of Music (Appreciate and Understand): Explore and discuss music from various
cultures and discuss music students like.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Singing or playing a variety of simple songs.



Choosing movements to complement sounds.



Composing, with a teacher and fellow students, new sounds or ideas.



Demonstrating learned rhythms through a variety of ways.



Discussing a song from another culture.



Expressing opinions (like and dislikes) about particular prices of music.

The physical education standards in the elementary years focus on
enhancing movement concepts and skills, understanding basic healthrelated components and skill-related components of fitness and how it
relates to personal fitness, demonstrating respect, and the ability to follow
directions. In each grade, students demonstrate various movement
concepts; assess personal behaviors; connect fitness development to body
systems; demonstrate respect for self, others, and various physical activity
environments; and utilize safety procedures during physical activities.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Movement Competence and Understanding: Demonstrate the elements of movement in combination
with a variety of locomotor skills (e.g., walking, running, sliding); demonstrate control and balance in
traveling and weight-bearing activities using a variety of body parts and implements; use feedback to
improve performance.



Physical and Personal Wellness: Identify healthy habits for personal wellness.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Demonstrate positive and helpful behavior and words toward other
students.



Prevention and Risk Management: Apply rules, procedures, and safe practices in the classroom.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Demonstrating skipping, hopping, galloping, and sliding while transitioning on command and identifying
major characteristics of the skills walking, running, jumping, hopping, and leaping.



Creating a routine that includes two types of body rolls such as a log roll, egg roll, shoulder roll, or forward
roll and a stationary balance position after each roll.



Demonstrating static and dynamic balance on lines or low beams and benches.



Using instructor feedback to identify strengths and weaknesses.



Identifying healthy food choices to fuel the body.



Encouraging others by using verbal and nonverbal communication.



Maintaining safety within personal space while using implements.

The reading, writing, and communicating standards in preschool are aligned
to the expectations within Colorado’s Early Learning and Development
Guidelines and the latest revision of the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework. They outline development expectations and
indicators of progress for preschool age students in receptive and
expressive language; understanding and obtaining meaning from stories
and information from books and other texts; phonological awareness;
concepts of early decoding; names and sounds associated with alphabetic
knowledge; emerging skills to communicate through written
representations, symbols, and letters; and asking a question to identify and
define a problem and its possible solution.
Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Oral Expression and Listening: Learn new information, expand understanding, and engage in better
conversations by listening actively (eye contact, asking questions, body posture).



Reading for All Purposes: Decode (sound out and pronounce) words with accuracy based on spelling
patterns and word parts (root words, prefixes, suffixes); read fluently (with proper speed, accuracy, and
expression) by using skills and strategies to help them understand books, stories, poems and
informational books (“how to” books, instructions).



Writing and Composition: Use the writing process (plan, write, clean up, share) to write stories,
information, and opinion pieces; use correct spelling, capitalization, grammar, and punctuation at grade
level.



Research Inquiry and Design: Use different materials and resources to find information and answer
questions about a topic; use questions to determine if something “makes sense” in the resources.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Using phonics and knowledge of words (spelling patterns, root words, prefixes, and suffixes) to read
fluently (with appropriate speed, accuracy, and expression); using decoding skills (sound out and
pronounce) to read and understand stories, informational books (“how to” books, books about inventors
and inventions), and opinion pieces (favorite movies, activities, games); identifying key ideas and
supporting details in reading to understand and talk about a story, poem, or book.



Drawing and writing in response to readings as a way to “think through” ideas; sharing ideas about topics
or the readings in small group discussions; building on others' comments in shared discussions; asking
questions of group members; actively listening (using eye contact, body posture) when working with
fellow students.



Discussing the author’s word choices and use of images in a story, poem, or book; explaining how words
and illustrations, charts, visuals and photos work together in a story or book; comparing two stories
(characters, themes, setting) or two informational books (main ideas, details, illustrations).



Writing narratives (real or imagined stories) to describe events; writing to explain a topic (“how to” steps,
instructions); writing to express an opinion (favorite writer, favorite character); using resources to find
answers to questions; using details to improve writing; talking about writing with classmates and adults;
using writing mechanics (capitalization, commas, apostrophes, and different sentence beginnings)
consistently.

Three-dimensional science standards in the elementary grades lay the
foundation for students to work and think like scientists and engineers. We
also see strong connections to skills students will use to be successful with
reading, literacy, and mathematics. In elementary grades, we will explore
disciplinary core ideas in physical, life, and Earth and space sciences via
phenomena in the world around us. Learners in elementary grades develop
and ask testable questions, collect, and analyze different types of
evidence, and write and communicate our understanding. Mastery of these
standards will result in young learners who have a deep understanding of
how scientific knowledge can provide solutions to practical problems we
see in our world.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Physical Science: Matter exists as different substances that have observable properties.



Life Science: Plants depend on water and light to grow and on animals for pollination or to move their
seeds around; living things live in a variety of places.



Earth Science: Some events on Earth occur quickly, others can occur slowly; wind and water can change
the shape of the land, and models can show the shape and these change.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Conducting investigations to describe and classify different kinds of materials by their observable
properties.



Constructing an argument with evidence that some changes caused by heating or cooling can be reversed,
and some cannot.



Planning and conducting an investigation to see if plants need sunlight and water to grow.



Making observations of plants and animals to compare the diversity of life in different habitats.



Comparing multiple solutions designed to slow or prevent wind or water from changing the shape of the
land.



Using evidence from several sources to provide evidence that Earth events can occur quickly (ex. volcanic
explosions) or slowly (ex. erosion of rocks).

The social studies standards in the elementary years begin with individuals
and families and move from there to explorations of neighborhoods,
communities, the state of Colorado, and the United States. In each grade,
students investigate historical events, examine geographic features and
resources, consider economic decision-making processes, and define civic
roles and responsibilities.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


History: Use timelines, artifacts, and documents to consider the different people, perspectives, and
events that make up the historical story of their community and or neighborhood.



Geography: Use different kinds of maps to describe a community or neighborhood, explain how
communities manage nonrenewable and renewable resources, explain how communities have developed,
explain the relationship between communities and their environmental characteristics, and how
community members have adapted to the physical environment.



Economics: Explain how resources are scarce. Personal Financial Literacy: Investigate cost and benefits to
make informed personal financial decisions.



Civics: Consider options for how people participate in decision making in the community and identify the
ways in which community members can work together to resolve conflicts.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Creating and using timelines to sequence, examine, and explain historical events in the community;
examining photos, newspaper articles, and other sources of historical community news.



Using map keys, symbols, and legends to locate and identify information on globes and maps; categorizing
various physical/environmental aspects of the community (landforms, water sources).



Giving examples of why resources are scarce; identifying products and services made and available in the
community; creating examples of personal financial decisions (saving v. spending).



Defining and describing the characteristics of a responsible community member (actions, attitude);
generating examples of civic responsibilities; crafting sets of rules that particular communities
(classrooms, schools, neighborhoods) might agree upon; discussing problems and solutions within the
community.

The visual arts standards in preschool focus on experiences and exploration
in art-making and with art materials. This helps to develop a foundation and
appreciation for visual art. In preschool, students identify art in their daily
surroundings, experience that art can be used to represent stories and
ideas, explore various art-making processes, and begin to see how art is a
part of their community.

Expectations for 2nd Grade Students:


Observe and Learn to Comprehend (Know/Comprehend): Explain the reasons behind and/or decisions
for making a piece of art; use basic art terms when discussing their art and the art of others.



Envision and Critique to Reflect (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Express the meaning or personal importance
of a work of art.



Invent and Discover to Create (Create/Present): Use familiar symbols in artwork; use personal ideas to
explore different ways to make art.



Relate and Connect to Transfer (Connect/Apply/Transfer): Make art about family, school, and
community life.

Throughout 2nd Grade You May Find Students:


Identifying elements in a piece of art such as simple shapes, lines, colors.



Trying out many different ways to make artwork that represents personal thoughts and ideas.



Finding symbols from daily lives to use and place in artwork.



Identifying art in daily life and why the presence of art is important.

The world language standards are organized in language proficiency range
levels. Language proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a
person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in
real-life situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the
introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the minimum
proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advancedlow).

The world languages standards in the elementary years create a roadmap to guide K-5 students in the process of
learning a new language and understanding diverse cultural perspectives, as well as developing insights into their
own language and culture at the appropriate developmental stage. The standards reflect a performance-based
discipline which emphasizes communication skills (interpersonal speaking and writing; interpretive reading,
listening, and viewing and presentational speaking and writing) in a new language to navigate real-life situations.
Students use the newly acquired language while making connections with other academic disciplines, comparing
both the nature of language and the nature of culture with their own language and the one being learned and with
investigation and interaction of cultural practices and products in order to better understand multiple
perspectives. These standards prepare students to participate more fully in the interconnected global community
and the international marketplace.
Why are world language standards organized in language proficiency range levels? Language proficiency refers to
the degree of skill with which a person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in real-life
situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the
minimum proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advanced-low). Progression through
levels of proficiency is influenced by program design such as grade levels, competency-based programs, time for
language instruction, and immersion programs. Language programs in many schools districts have multiple entry
points. Both the length and the type of program design impact both language acquisition and proficiency level for
students.

To view the expectations for elementary students at the various proficiency ranges, go to:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/2020cas-wl-es-guides

3rd Grade

To support families, communities, and teachers in realizing the goals of the Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS), this guide provides an overview of the learning expectations for preschool. This
guide offers some learning experiences students may engage in at school that may also be
supported at home.

The comprehensive health standards in the elementary years focus on
developing individual skills to enhance physical, emotional, and social
wellness and using those individual skills in family, school, and community
environments. In each grade, the standards ask students to investigate
healthy eating and living habits, explore positive communication strategies,
examine effective decision-making, and identify ways to ensure personal
and community safety.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Physical and Personal Wellness: Make and communicate appropriate food choices.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Treat self and others with care and respect through interpersonal
communication.



Prevention and Risk Management: Examine the dangers of using tobacco products or being exposed to
second-hand smoke; describe behaviors that enhance healthy interactions with others; identify ways to
prevent injuries at home, in school, and in the community.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Identifying healthy food choices; making decisions about proper food portions; recognizing factors for
healthy and unhealthy eating.



Describing self-respect and self-esteem.



Communicating ways to express personal space and boundaries.



Describing examples of positive behavior and care toward others.



Learning positive interpersonal communication skills; expressing verbal and non-verbal communication.



Following a safety plan; utilizing safe pedestrian and bicycle behavior; identifying and developing fire
safety practices to reduce and avoid risky or potentially unsafe situations.



Explaining the effects of second-hand smoke on the body; discussing the benefits of not using tobacco
and marijuana.



Exploring the negative impact of providing personal information on social media.

The dance standards in the elementary years focus on general dance
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for more specialized
dance studies. In each grade, students explore various dance forms, gain
body awareness and movement skills, develop problem-solving skills
through dance making, and respond to dance performances.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Movement, Technique, and Performance (Perform/Present): Demonstrate basic dance combinations;
demonstrate transitional movements (walk, skip, jump) between dance combinations.



Create, Compose and Choreograph (Create): Create a group dance that follows a basic pattern; use the
areas of a dance space effectively; demonstrate a steady rhythm and varying speeds of movement.



Historical and Cultural Context (Know/Comprehend): Discuss dance as a non-verbal form of
communication; identify different dance movements and traditions used in classic dances (ballet,
ballroom).



Reflect, Connect, and Respond (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Discuss the background and experiences of
famous choreographers; describe elements of dance when watching a dance performance (how space is
used, how rhythm/beat changes, how fast or slow the movements are performed).

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Mimicking a basic dance combination modeled by the teacher.



Using feelings about personal communities (neighborhoods/towns) to inform a dance.



Changing a well-known dance by changing the pattern or structure (adding three hops instead of one
between each segment of the Hokey Pokey).



Discussing the life of a famous choreographer; finding similarities and differences between dance
segments created by the choreographer.



Explaining the patterns seen in dances (how dancers fill space around them by repeatedly raising hands
high in the air or how dancers repeatedly travel in a circle or an “x” shape).

The drama and theatre arts standards in the elementary years focus on
general drama knowledge/skills and basic theatre elements to ensure a
solid foundation for more specialized study in later grades, including
technical theatre, creative movement, improvisation,
acting/writing/directing, and film studies. Students discover techniques;
perform theatrical works; explore characters, plot, and themes; investigate
dramatic texts; discover and describe personal theatre preferences; and
explore constructive ways to reflect and respond to various dramatic works.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Create: Use a variety of vocal and physical explorations to create characters, collaborate with others to
make appropriate dramatic choices, and depict the setting/mood/locale of a scene through costumes,
props, and sets.



Perform: Investigate character individually and collaboratively through movement and vocal choices;
make various design and technical choices to enhance the dramatic work.



Critically Respond: Interpret various purposes behind artistic choices, use personal experiences to
examine dramatic works. Explore how technical elements reflect various cultures in dramatic works;
identify ways to critique.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Building sets and settings for various story plots; researching the customs, traditions, mannerisms,
costuming, and environments of different characters.



Improvising characters' reactions to environments; participating in improvisation games (pretend you are
_____).



Examining key elements of a basic plot: people, problems, conflicts, and solutions.



Collaborating with peers to make character, setting, and thematic choices.



Using personal experiences to connect and evaluate dramatic work.

The mathematics standards in the elementary years focus on number and
operations. Ideas from measurement and geometry help students learn
about numbers and quantities. In each grade, students make sense of
problems, explain their thinking, and describe their world with
mathematics.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Number and Quantity: Understand fractions as numbers that can be located on a number line.



Algebra and Functions: Fluently (consistently) multiply and divide within 100 and add and subtract within
1000; understand the relationship between multiplication and division.



Data, Statistics, and Probability: Create pictographs and bar graphs and connect them to the concepts of
multiplication and division.



Geometry: Find the area of a rectangle and connect area to the meaning of multiplication and division;
create categories of shapes based on attributes.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Solving word problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division.



Showing multiplication and division using pictures of equals groups and equations.



Playing games to build fluency (consistency) with basic facts by discovering patterns related to
multiplication and division.



Connecting their work with fractions to their work with whole numbers (such as verbally counting with
fractions).



Drawing shapes to show fractions.



Locating fractions on a number line and on a ruler.



Covering shapes with squares to understand the difference between area and perimeter.

The music standards in the elementary years focus on general music
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for the opportunity for
more specialized musical study in later years. In each elementary grade,
students investigate and perform various music styles and genres, examine
the language of music through identifying and writing simple music
notation, consider simple musical composition processes, and develop the
ability to describe their own musical preferences as well as critique the
music of others.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Expression of Music (Perform/Present): Accurately demonstrate basic singing and playing techniques
(singing using proper breathing, holding instruments/bows/mallets appropriately); demonstrate increased
musical literacy such as keeping a steady beat with changing rhythmic patterns and following a simple
accompaniment (background music).



Creation of Music (Create): Create music to follow a plan.



Theory of Music (Know/Comprehend): Read, write and demonstrate knowledge of various music
notation symbols.



Aesthetic Valuation of Music (Appreciate and Understand): Compare music from various cultures and
evaluate the quality of performances.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Singing or playing songs.



Putting new sounds and ideas into a plan.



Matching rhythms and sounds heard in songs.



Explaining and justifying personal musical choices.



Discussing music of various cultures.

The physical education standards in the elementary years focus on
enhancing movement concepts and skills, understanding basic healthrelated components and skill-related components of fitness and how it
relates to personal fitness, demonstrating respect, and the ability to follow
directions. In each grade, students demonstrate various movement
concepts; assess personal behaviors; connect fitness development to body
systems; demonstrate respect for self, others, and various physical activity
environments; and utilize safety procedures during physical activities.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Movement Competence and Understanding: Demonstrate a variety of motor patterns in simple
combinations while participating in activities, games, and sports; perform cross-lateral and rhythmic
exercises that make a brain-body connection; demonstrate understanding of how the use of selfassessment aids in skill development.



Physical and Personal Wellness: Identify the benefits of sustained physical activity that causes increased
heart rate and heavy breathing; understand that the body is composed of water, muscle, bones, organs,
fat and other tissues.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Demonstrate positive social behaviors during physical activity.



Prevention and Risk Management: Identify ways to prevent injuries during physical activity.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Demonstrating changes of pathways, levels, forces, and direction with manipulatives (e.g., hoops,
streamers, and balls).



Demonstrating throwing, catching, striking, or trapping in an activity.



Performing a variety of jump-rope skills using both short and long ropes successfully and jumping rope to
various tempos.



Using instructor or self-feedback to make adjustments that will improve performance.



Explaining why the body perspires, the heart beats faster and breathing increases when participating in
moderate to vigorous physical activity.



Locating heart rate on at least two different pulse points on the body.



Comparing heart rate before, during, and after exercise and explaining that increasing the heart rate
during physical activity strengthens the heart muscles.



Encouraging others regularly and refraining from put-down statements.



Recognizing how injuries can occur during physical activity.

The reading, writing, and communicating standards in preschool are aligned
to the expectations within Colorado’s Early Learning and Development
Guidelines and the latest revision of the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework. They outline development expectations and
indicators of progress for preschool age students in receptive and
expressive language; understanding and obtaining meaning from stories
and information from books and other texts; phonological awareness;
concepts of early decoding; names and sounds associated with alphabetic
knowledge; emerging skills to communicate through written
representations, symbols, and letters; and asking a question to identify and
define a problem and its possible solution.
Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Oral Expression and Listening: Use informal and formal oral communication to work successfully and
cooperatively with others.



Reading for All Purposes: Use different strategies to make meaning of literary books (stories, poems),
informational texts (science books, “how-to” books), and persuasive pieces (movie reviews, speeches);
understand that prefixes (pre-, non-, un-) and suffixes (-est, -less, -ness) have meaning; develop
vocabulary to understand different readings.



Writing and Composition: Use a writing process (plan, draft, revise, edit, and share) to write a variety of
stories, information, and opinion pieces; apply correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
to effectively communicate to an audience of readers.



Research Inquiry and Design: Research a topic and share the findings of that research individually and
with others; make connections between two texts to see different points of view on a topic.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Reading with fluency (appropriate speed, accuracy, and expression) to understand a variety of texts –
narrative stories, information books (“how-to” and nonfiction books about the world around them), and
opinion pieces (book and movie reviews, newspaper commentary); using different strategies (asking
questions, summarizing, making connections) to better understand challenging readings.



Writing about books, stories, poems to “think through” ideas; discussing readings or topics in group
settings; recalling details and relevant facts from readings for discussions; making personal connections to
books, stories, poems.



Evaluating an author’s choice of words and point of view in a piece of writing; exploring the connections
between words, illustrations, charts, photos and captions; comparing themes, characters, and setting;
comparing key ideas and details between informational writings (science books, “how-to” books).



Writing real and imagined stories, informational writings (brochures, “how-to” writings, “I’m an Expert
On...”), and opinion pieces (movie and book reviews); writing with focus, organization, and details; finding
questions to research, using sources to answer questions; presenting (in writing or verbally) knowledge
gained from research.

Three-dimensional science standards in the elementary grades lay the
foundation for students to work and think like scientists and engineers. We
also see strong connections to skills students will use to be successful with
reading, literacy, and mathematics. In elementary grades, we will explore
disciplinary core ideas in physical, life, and Earth and space sciences via
phenomena in the world around us. Learners in elementary grades develop
and ask testable questions, collect, and analyze different types of
evidence, and write and communicate our understanding. Mastery of these
standards will result in young learners who have a deep understanding of
how scientific knowledge can provide solutions to practical problems we
see in our world.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Physical Science: Recognize that objects in contact can exert a force on each other. Understand that
electric and magnetic force between objects do not require contact, and that patterns of motion can be
used to predict future motion.



Life Science: Recognize that organisms have unique and diverse life cycles, and vary in how they look and
function because they have different inherited information. Explain how being part of a group helps
animals obtain food, defend themselves, and cope with changes. Understand that some living organisms
resemble organisms that once lived on Earth.



Earth and Space Science: Explain how climate describes patterns of typical weather conditions over
different scales and variations. Understand that a variety of weather hazards result from natural
processes, and that although humans cannot eliminate weather-related hazards, we can reduce their
impact.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Asking questions to determine the cause and effect relationship of electric or magnetic forces between
objects.



Planning and conducting investigations about the effects of balanced and unbalanced force on an object.



Developing models to describe how though organisms have unique and diverse life cycles, all organisms
experience birth, growth, reproduction, and death.



Obtaining and combining information to describe climates in different regions of the world.



Making claims about the merit of a design solution that reduces the impacts of a weather-related hazard.

The social studies standards in the elementary years begin with individuals
and families and move from there to explorations of neighborhoods,
communities, the state of Colorado, and the United States. In each grade,
students investigate historical events, examine geographic features and
resources, consider economic decision-making processes, and define civic
roles and responsibilities.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


History: Distinguish historical facts from myths/fiction; sequence events within their region or community
into chronological order; use artifacts and documents as historical evidence.



Geography: Identify similarities and differences among places, including their region, community, and
neighborhood; analyze patterns to identify the connections among those places.



Economics: Define producer, consumer, goods, and services; describe how goods are
exchanged. Personal Financial Literacy: Identify a short term financial goal, including the steps necessary
to reach that goal.



Civics: Demonstrate how to engage in discussions in a respectful manner; identify the origins and
structure of local government, including the types of services provided by local government.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Comparing past and present situations and events; creating a chronological sequence of events in the
community or region; discussing important events and the diverse cultures and people that have shaped
the history of their region and community.



Reading and interpreting maps to locate geographic features in the community, state, neighboring states,
and the world; identify the factors that make a region unique, such as cultural diversity, industry,
agriculture, and landforms.



Developing short-term money goals (saving and spending), and writing steps for achieving a moneyrelated goal; demonstrating how the exchange of goods and services offered benefits the community.



Discussing local forms of government (city councils); explaining what local governments do, how they
started, who participates, and how they work.

The visual arts standards in preschool focus on experiences and exploration
in art-making and with art materials. This helps to develop a foundation and
appreciation for visual art. In preschool, students identify art in their daily
surroundings, experience that art can be used to represent stories and
ideas, explore various art-making processes, and begin to see how art is a
part of their community.

Expectations for 3rd Grade Students:


Observe and Learn to Comprehend (Know/Comprehend): Use specific art terms to explain what a piece
of art is trying to express; identify how art is used to share a meaning or feeling.



Envision and Critique to Reflect (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Use art terms to talk about personal art and
compare it to others’ artwork.



Invent and Discover to Create (Create/Present): Experiment with art materials to create artwork from
personal experiences/ideas; use many different art materials and techniques.



Relate and Connect to Transfer (Connect/Apply/Transfer): Give details when explaining the meaning in
personal artworks; explain how places and experiences help artists come up with ideas.

Throughout 3rd Grade You May Find Students:


Using art terms to explain what a piece of art is trying to say; identify how art is used to share a meaning
or feeling; talking about why an artist made a work of art and the purpose of the artwork.



Discovering how artists use specific techniques or art materials to create artwork.



Exploring ways to plan and creatively use materials to make works of art.



Connecting or finding patterns of ideas from diverse works of art.



Creating and sharing an artist statement that describes a personal work of art.

The world language standards are organized in language proficiency range
levels. Language proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a
person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in
real-life situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the
introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the minimum
proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advancedlow).

The world languages standards in the elementary years create a roadmap to guide K-5 students in the process of
learning a new language and understanding diverse cultural perspectives, as well as developing insights into their
own language and culture at the appropriate developmental stage. The standards reflect a performance-based
discipline which emphasizes communication skills (interpersonal speaking and writing; interpretive reading,
listening, and viewing and presentational speaking and writing) in a new language to navigate real-life situations.
Students use the newly acquired language while making connections with other academic disciplines, comparing
both the nature of language and the nature of culture with their own language and the one being learned and with
investigation and interaction of cultural practices and products in order to better understand multiple
perspectives. These standards prepare students to participate more fully in the interconnected global community
and the international marketplace.
Why are world language standards organized in language proficiency range levels? Language proficiency refers to
the degree of skill with which a person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in real-life
situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the
minimum proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advanced-low). Progression through
levels of proficiency is influenced by program design such as grade levels, competency-based programs, time for
language instruction, and immersion programs. Language programs in many schools districts have multiple entry
points. Both the length and the type of program design impact both language acquisition and proficiency level for
students.

To view the expectations for elementary students at the various proficiency ranges, go to:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/2020cas-wl-es-guides

4th Grade

To support families, communities, and teachers in realizing the goals of the Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS), this guide provides an overview of the learning expectations for preschool. This
guide offers some learning experiences students may engage in at school that may also be
supported at home.

The comprehensive health standards in the elementary years focus on
developing individual skills to enhance physical, emotional, and social
wellness and using those individual skills in family, school, and community
environments. In each grade, the standards ask students to investigate
healthy eating and living habits, explore positive communication strategies,
examine effective decision-making, and identify ways to ensure personal
and community safety.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Physical and Personal Wellness: Set a goal to enhance personal nutrition and examine the connection
between food and health (physical, emotional, social).



Social and Emotional Wellness: Identify the positive behaviors that support relationships; define stress
and stress management.



Prevention and Risk Management: Use interpersonal communication skills to avoid tobacco; identify
positive and negative uses for medicines; prevent conflict from escalating to violence.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Explaining how healthy foods provide energy for daily activities and how nutrients are necessary for good
health, proper growth, and development.



Discussing and demonstrating how daily physical activity can make a person feel (increased energy and
concentration).



Developing healthy relationships with peers and adults who can support school success and encourage
responsible behavior.



Demonstrating how stress management helps build positive mental health.



Communicating personal health needs and wants.



Communicating physical and emotional consequences of violence.



Effectively communicating to support healthy behaviors in others.



Identifying the impact of excessive use of technology and unhealthy substances.

The dance standards in the elementary years focus on general dance
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for more specialized
dance studies. In each grade, students explore various dance forms, gain
body awareness and movement skills, develop problem-solving skills
through dance making, and respond to dance performances.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Movement, Technique, and Performance (Perform/Present): Perform dance sequences using safe and
healthy practices; perform dance combinations that use the elements of space (levels of the body and
floor), time (speed and pacing), and energy (intensity of movements).



Create, Compose and Choreograph (Create): Adapt a simple group dance using basic dance patterns.



Historical and Cultural Context (Know/Comprehend): Recognize how dance communicates values and
beliefs in different cultures; recognize meaning and intent of famous dance pieces.



Reflect, Connect, and Respond (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Discuss the differences and similarities of
various choreographers; connect training in dance class to the rehearsal and performance process.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Performing dance sequences that emphasize the elements of dance (space, time, and energy); exploring
different ways to change a group dance phrase.



Discussing different dance styles and music genre (songs from Colorado’s History, patriotic songs,
contemporary songs).



Identifying the country of origin of a dance.



Analyzing and evaluating the process used when creating and performing a dance (describing decisions
around transitioning from one dance pattern to another).

The drama and theatre arts standards in the elementary years focus on
general drama knowledge/skills and basic theatre elements to ensure a
solid foundation for more specialized study in later grades, including
technical theatre, creative movement, improvisation,
acting/writing/directing, and film studies. Students discover techniques;
perform theatrical works; explore characters, plot, and themes; investigate
dramatic texts; discover and describe personal theatre preferences; and
explore constructive ways to reflect and respond to various dramatic works.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Create: Through exploration, use physical and vocal choices to create meaning in a drama to theatre
work. Visualize and design technical elements of a production. Develop believable characters through
body, voice, and improvisation. Contribute ideas to collaborate with peers.



Perform: Propose design elements to enhance a dramatic work. Investigate dramatic works by portraying
a character individually and collaboratively through movement and vocal choices.



Critically Respond: Use personal experiences to analyze dramatic works. Analyze the impact of cultural
and historical perspectives in performance. Reflect on technical choices in a performance.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Examining stories for ideas to create or adapt for a dramatic performance.



Creating props and/or sets to depict a setting or environment.



Working in small ensembles to determine possible blocking (stage movement and placement) and
character interactions.



Exploring movement and voice techniques to depict a character.



Discussing details about personal performances or the performances of others.



Collaborating with peers to make character, setting, and thematic choices.

The mathematics standards in the elementary years focus on number and
operations. Ideas from measurement and geometry help students learn
about numbers and quantities. In each grade, students make sense of
problems, explain their thinking, and describe their world with
mathematics.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Number and Quantity: Extend the concept of multiplication to multiplying a fraction by whole number
through the idea of scaling (the picture is 3 times the original size versus the picture is 1/3 times the
original size); compare and contrast simple addition and subtraction of fractions to whole number
addition and subtraction; compare the size of fractions; solve simple multi-digit multiplication and division
problems by making connections to place value.



Algebra and Functions: Fluently (consistently) add and subtract multi-digit numbers; generate and
analyze patterns involving multiplication and division.



Data, Statistics, and Probability: Solve word problems involving measurements including simple
conversions from one unit to another; create bar graphs from measurement data.



Geometry: Find the measure of angles; classify shapes based on lines and angles.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Adding and subtracting large numbers with ease using place value.



Explaining the connection between addition and subtraction.



Solving multi-digit multiplication and division problems.



Solving word problems about the addition and subtraction of fractions.



Explaining what it means when something is one-half or one-third times the original size (1/2 x 1; 1/3 x 1)
versus three times the original size of an object (3 x 1).



Describing turns with angle measurements (“He just did a 180 on his skateboard”).



Exploring what happens when you measure an item in inches versus feet and vice versa.

The music standards in the elementary years focus on general music
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for the opportunity for
more specialized musical study in later years. In each elementary grade,
students investigate and perform various music styles and genres, examine
the language of music through identifying and writing simple music
notation, consider simple musical composition processes, and develop the
ability to describe their own musical preferences as well as critique the
music of others.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Expression of Music (Perform/Present): Perform using appropriate technique to include expressive
details such as varied dynamics (loud/soft), tempo (moderate/fast), and harmony. Respond to peer,
teacher feedback and self-reflection to improve musical skills.



Creation of Music (Create): Create a melody.



Theory of Music (Know/Comprehend): Read, write and demonstrate knowledge of various music
notation symbols.



Aesthetic Valuation of Music (Appreciate and Understand): Evaluate music and study music from
American history.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Following a conductor while singing and playing various musical styles.



Exploring different ways to change part of a song, such as slowing it down or speeding it up for a specific
intention (making the mood happier or more intense).



Identifying music notation symbols on a piece of music such as tempo (rate of speed to perform), dynamic
(how loud or soft to perform), meter (how many beats per measure).



Identifying specific parts of a song.



Discussing the origin and purpose of a song.

The physical education standards in the elementary years focus on
enhancing movement concepts and skills, understanding basic healthrelated components and skill-related components of fitness and how it
relates to personal fitness, demonstrating respect, and the ability to follow
directions. In each grade, students demonstrate various movement
concepts; assess personal behaviors; connect fitness development to body
systems; demonstrate respect for self, others, and various physical activity
environments; and utilize safety procedures during physical activities.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Movement Competence and Understanding: Identify the major characteristics of mature locomotor (e.g.,
walking, running, skipping), non-locomotor (e.g., twisting, stretching, bending), manipulative (e.g.,
catching, throwing, striking) and rhythmic skills (e.g., dancing, jumping rope, hula hoops); provide and
receive feedback to and from peers using the major characteristics of mature locomotor and manipulative
skills.



Physical and Personal Wellness: Explain how the health-related fitness components are used to improve
physical fitness; analyze opportunities for participating in physical activity and actively engage in teacherdirected and independent activities.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Assess and take responsibility for personal behavior and stress
management.



Prevention and Risk Management: Demonstrate knowledge of safe practices in a physical activity setting.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Dribbling and passing an object to a moving receiver.



Using a variety of manipulatives to throw to a moving target, making the needed adjustments for skill
improvement.



Creating a rhythmic routine, including gymnastics, creative dance, or jump rope.



Using peer assessment tools to recognize and evaluate the critical elements of movement in a variety of
physical activities.



Identifying health-related components of fitness and demonstrating an exercise that positively impacts
each component.



Understanding the importance of participation in fitness-enhancing physical activities such as gymnastics
clubs, community-sponsored youth sports, or activity clubs.



Demonstrating respect for the person who is officiating.



Explaining safety considerations prior to participation in lead-up games.

The reading, writing, and communicating standards in preschool are aligned
to the expectations within Colorado’s Early Learning and Development
Guidelines and the latest revision of the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework. They outline development expectations and
indicators of progress for preschool age students in receptive and
expressive language; understanding and obtaining meaning from stories
and information from books and other texts; phonological awareness;
concepts of early decoding; names and sounds associated with alphabetic
knowledge; emerging skills to communicate through written
representations, symbols, and letters; and asking a question to identify and
define a problem and its possible solution.
Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Oral Expression and Listening: Develop and use a plan to effectively convey information and use active
listening strategies (asking questions, paraphrasing, body posture) to receive information.



Reading for All Purposes: Read literary (stories), informational, and persuasive books and articles with
understanding and with fluency (with appropriate speed, accuracy, and expression) supported by a
knowledge of spelling patterns, word parts (prefixes, root words, suffixes), and vocabulary (word
meanings) especially when it comes to words with many syllables.



Writing and Composition: Use a writing process – planning, drafting, revising, editing, sharing – to
produce a variety of stories, informational articles and essays, and opinion pieces for an intended
audience and with a clear purpose.



Research Inquiry and Design: Use reading and writing skills to gather information – individually and in
groups – and produce a written or oral presentation based on the new information gained from the
research process.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Reading a variety of literature and nonfiction texts to understand different perspectives and perceptions;
using strategies to understand texts (generating questions, summarizing, marking the text); making
connections within and between different texts.



Writing about texts to “think through” a response to a reading; using strategies to effectively share
responses with group members; actively listening to others (paraphrasing, summarizing, and responding);
reflecting on readings; making personal connections to texts.



Exploring the decisions a writer makes in producing the piece of writing (the author’s “craft”); comparing
different books, articles, or stories about the same topic; evaluating the use of illustrations or graphics in a
text; explaining how writers use evidence to support ideas.



Writing narratives to express experiences in the world; using evidence from texts to produce explanations
or arguments; using research skills to answer questions about a topic; talking with peers and adults about
how to improve writing; writing with accuracy and with a variety of sentence structures, appropriate
vocabulary and word choice, and correct punctuation.

Three-dimensional science standards in the elementary grades lay the
foundation for students to work and think like scientists and engineers. We
also see strong connections to skills students will use to be successful with
reading, literacy, and mathematics. In elementary grades, we will explore
disciplinary core ideas in physical, life, and Earth and space sciences via
phenomena in the world around us. Learners in elementary grades develop
and ask testable questions, collect, and analyze different types of
evidence, and write and communicate our understanding. Mastery of these
standards will result in young learners who have a deep understanding of
how scientific knowledge can provide solutions to practical problems we
see in our world.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Physical Science: Recognize that energy comes in many forms such as light, heat, sound, magnetic,
chemical, and electrical and can move from place to place; understand collisions between objects can
impact motion; recognize that waves have regular patterns of motion, and that patterns can be used to
encode, send, receive, and decode information, explain how an object can be seen.



Life Science: Recognize that organisms have both internal and external structures that serve various
functions, and describe how animals receive and process information through their senses.



Earth and Space Science: Understand how Earth has changed over time, and how energy and fuels that
humans use are derived from natural sources and their uses affect the environment in multiple ways.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Using evidence to construct an explanation relating to the speed of an object, and ask questions about the
changes in energy that occur when objects collide.



Making observations to provide evidence that energy can be transferred from place to place.



Developing models to describe the properties of waves or to describe how we see objects.



Constructing an argument that plants and animals have internal and external structures that function to
support survival, growth, behavior, and reproduction.



Using models to describe that animals receive and process information through their senses.



Analyzing and interpreting data from maps to describe patterns of Earth’s features.



Identifying evidence from patterns in rock formations and fossils in rock layers to support an explanation
for changes in a landscape over time.



Obtaining and combining information to describe that energy and fuels are derived from natural
resources, and their uses affect the environment.

The social studies standards in the elementary years begin with individuals
and families and move from there to explorations of neighborhoods,
communities, the state of Colorado, and the United States. In each grade,
students investigate historical events, examine geographic features and
resources, consider economic decision-making processes, and define civic
roles and responsibilities.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


History: Explain the role of individuals, diverse cultural groups, and ideas in the historical development of
Colorado; organize and sequence events in Colorado history in chronological order; recognize the
connections between important Colorado events and important events in the history of the United States.



Geography: Use maps to ask and answer questions about the geography of Colorado and to understand
the interactions between humans and their environment.



Economics: Explain the relationship between choice and “opportunity cost” (the value of something that
you give up when choosing something else). Personal Financial Literacy: Define positive and negative
incentives.



Civics: Discuss multiple perspectives on an issue; explain the formation and structure of Colorado state
government (General Assembly, Judicial, and Executive branches).

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Using primary and secondary sources such as artifacts, documents, photos, and newspaper articles to
examine cause and effect relationships among events in Colorado’s history; explaining the role of
individuals and groups in the development of Colorado (trappers, traders, miners); exploring examples of
conflict and cooperation between the diverse cultures in Colorado.



Using map keys, symbols, and legends to show how Colorado cities, towns, and neighborhoods were
settled, and how they have developed and changed over time; exploring the connections between
Colorado’s physical resources (mountains, plains) and why diverse populations have chosen to live here.



Describing unique products and services provided in Colorado; exploring the connections between
Colorado’s physical resources and what is produced and provided in the state.



Discussing the work of the three branches of Colorado’s state government; explaining the types of
services state government provides and how those are funded; examining multiple perspectives on a
Colorado issue (use of water) in order to consider possible solutions that could benefit the most people.

The visual arts standards in preschool focus on experiences and exploration
in art-making and with art materials. This helps to develop a foundation and
appreciation for visual art. In preschool, students identify art in their daily
surroundings, experience that art can be used to represent stories and
ideas, explore various art-making processes, and begin to see how art is a
part of their community.

Expectations for 4th Grade Students:


Observe and Learn to Comprehend (Know/Comprehend): Find and explain similarities and differences in
various types of art; explain art from different points of view.



Envision and Critique to Reflect (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Discuss what a work of art communicates;
use visual art terminology to describe artworks.



Invent and Discover to Create (Create/Present): Use art materials, techniques, and processes to express
ideas; use materials, techniques, and processes in unique ways.



Relate and Connect to Transfer (Connect/Apply/Transfer): Explain how people find individual and
personal meaning in an artwork that may differ from others’; explain how works of art can provide details
about the time and place they were created.

Throughout 4th Grade You May Find Students:


Talking about how artists’ feelings or emotions show up in artwork.



Discussing the ideas or point of view an artist is trying to convey through their artwork sharing the
personal meaning found in an artwork.



Making an informed judgment about a work of art by using knowledge about artistic processes,
techniques, and styles.



Using art techniques to create a piece of art that shares important personal ideas or subjects; describing
how artworks provide important historical and cultural details.



Using traditional techniques to invent new ways to create artworks.

The world language standards are organized in language proficiency range
levels. Language proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a
person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in
real-life situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the
introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the minimum
proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advancedlow).

The world languages standards in the elementary years create a roadmap to guide K-5 students in the process of
learning a new language and understanding diverse cultural perspectives, as well as developing insights into their
own language and culture at the appropriate developmental stage. The standards reflect a performance-based
discipline which emphasizes communication skills (interpersonal speaking and writing; interpretive reading,
listening, and viewing and presentational speaking and writing) in a new language to navigate real-life situations.
Students use the newly acquired language while making connections with other academic disciplines, comparing
both the nature of language and the nature of culture with their own language and the one being learned and with
investigation and interaction of cultural practices and products in order to better understand multiple
perspectives. These standards prepare students to participate more fully in the interconnected global community
and the international marketplace.
Why are world language standards organized in language proficiency range levels? Language proficiency refers to
the degree of skill with which a person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in real-life
situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the
minimum proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advanced-low). Progression through
levels of proficiency is influenced by program design such as grade levels, competency-based programs, time for
language instruction, and immersion programs. Language programs in many schools districts have multiple entry
points. Both the length and the type of program design impact both language acquisition and proficiency level for
students.

To view the expectations for elementary students at the various proficiency ranges, go to:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/2020cas-wl-es-guides

5th Grade

To support families, communities, and teachers in realizing the goals of the Colorado Academic
Standards (CAS), this guide provides an overview of the learning expectations for preschool. This
guide offers some learning experiences students may engage in at school that may also be
supported at home.

The comprehensive health standards in the elementary years focus on
developing individual skills to enhance physical, emotional, and social
wellness and using those individual skills in family, school, and community
environments. In each grade, the standards ask students to investigate
healthy eating and living habits, explore positive communication strategies,
examine effective decision-making, and identify ways to ensure personal
and community safety.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Physical and Personal Wellness: Communicate personal health problems to establish and maintain
personal health and wellness; describe the physical, social, and emotional changes occurring at puberty;
explain the structure, function, and major parts of the human reproductive system; comprehend
concepts, and identify strategies to prevent the transmission of disease; demonstrate the ability to
engage in healthy eating behaviors.



Emotional and Social Wellness: Analyze internal and external factors that influence mental and
emotional health.



Prevention and Risk Management: Access valid information about the effects of tobacco use and
exposure to second-hand smoke, and prescription and over-the-counter drugs; demonstrate basic first aid
and safety procedures; demonstrate behaviors that reduce the likelihood of physical fighting, violence,
and bullying.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Demonstrating the ability to make good decisions about healthy eating behaviors.



Examining influences on the physical, social, and emotional changes that occur at puberty, including
hormones, nutrition, and the environment.



Utilizing interpersonal communication skills to talk about health conditions, the prevention of disease,
and the importance of maintaining good health.



Demonstrating tolerance, appreciation, and understanding of others.



Examining research on the harmful effects of alcohol, tobacco, marijuana, and other drugs.



Discussing bullying and violence and the emotional and physical consequences.



Utilizing basic first aid training to facilitate a quick response in emergency situations; demonstrating the
ability to call 911 and poison control dispatchers to help in an emergency situation.



Identifying how society, media and the use of modern technology can influence mental and emotional
health.

The dance standards in the elementary years focus on general dance
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for more specialized
dance studies. In each grade, students explore various dance forms, gain
body awareness and movement skills, develop problem-solving skills
through dance making, and respond to dance performances.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Movement, Technique, and Performance (Perform/Present): Perform accurately and express themselves
through a variety of dance genres.



Create, Compose and Choreograph (Create): Explore ways to compose or arrange a dance piece
differently; experiment with new versions of a dance using improvisation.



Historical and Cultural Context (Know/Comprehend): Compare the differences and similarities in
different cultural dances; recognize various historical eras in dance.



Reflect, Connect, and Respond (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Demonstrate the ability to provide feedback
by discussing dance performances; describe dance movements using specific vocabulary (plié, jazz walk,
triplet, grape vine) that is consistent with the dance style.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Demonstrating various dance genres with accurate rhythm, technique, and timing.



Exploring variations of a dance phrase such as slowing it down or speeding it up.



Improvising and creating original movement.



Connecting dances seen or performed to certain cultures and/or traditions.



Analyzing/evaluating personal dance performance or the performances of others using specific dance
vocabulary (plié, jazz walk, triplet, grape vine).

The drama and theatre arts standards in the elementary years focus on
general drama knowledge/skills and basic theatre elements to ensure a
solid foundation for more specialized study in later grades, including
technical theatre, creative movement, improvisation,
acting/writing/directing, and film studies. Students discover techniques;
perform theatrical works; explore characters, plot, and themes; investigate
dramatic texts; discover and describe personal theatre preferences; and
explore constructive ways to reflect and respond to various dramatic works.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Create: Use improvisation to tell stories, express ideas, create characters, and solve problems;
collaboratively explore complex ideas and common themes in dramatic works; use physical qualities to
reveal a character's inner traits.



Perform: Depict characters individually and as part of an ensemble through the use of movement, voice,
and facial expressions; demonstrate technical and design choices for a dramatic work.



Critically Respond: Synthesize and investigate how various cultures view and create dramatic works; draw
conclusions or personal reactions to artistic choices made in a dramatic/theatre work; analyze the impact
of character development processes in a dramatic/theatre work.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Working in ensembles to determine how to adapt a story source (short story, book excerpt) into a
dramatic performance (skit, scene).



Taking on various roles for a theatre production (stage/set designer, director, actor, playwright).



Examining the origin of a script (where it was written or who wrote it) and analyzing the different cultural
parts of the story (traditions, language use, setting, etc.).



Evaluating personal peer performances.

The mathematics standards in the elementary years focus on number and
operations. Ideas from measurement and geometry help students learn
about numbers and quantities. In each grade, students make sense of
problems, explain their thinking, and describe their world with
mathematics.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Number and Quantity: Fluently (consistently) multiply multi-digit whole numbers; extend the idea of
place value to decimals; begin to divide using multi-digit divisors (fluency isn't expected until sixth grade);
multiply fractions; add and subtract fractions by creating equivalent fractions (1/2 is the same as 2/4);
understand the relationship between fractions and division (2/5 means 2 ÷ 5); solve simple word
problems involving the division of fractions with pictures (the formal procedure for dividing fractions is
taught in sixth grade).



Algebra and Function: Write and interpret numerical expressions.



Data, Statistics, and Probability: Convert within the metric system; find the volumes of rectangular prisms
using multiplication.



Geometry: Graph points on a grid using positive numbers.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Exploring patterns (using a calculator) that occur when multiplying by powers of ten (10, 100, 1/10,
1/100).



Making connections between whole numbers and decimals.



Playing with money to explore how to add and subtract numbers involving decimals.



Solving fair share problems (3 submarine sandwiches fairly shared among 4 people) to explore the
relationship between fractions and division.



Drawing pictures to solve simple word problems involving the division of fractions by whole numbers and
whole numbers by fractions.



Filling boxes with cubes to explore the concept of volume and its connection to area.



Exploring how to find the volume of objects that can be broken into several rectangular boxes.



Playing games involving coordinates-location on a grid (“Battleship”).

The music standards in the elementary years focus on general music
knowledge and skills to ensure a solid foundation for the opportunity for
more specialized musical study in later years. In each elementary grade,
students investigate and perform various music styles and genres, examine
the language of music through identifying and writing simple music
notation, consider simple musical composition processes, and develop the
ability to describe their own musical preferences as well as critique the
music of others.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Expression of Music (Perform/Present): Perform notated songs with accuracy and apply teacher, peer
feedback and self-reflection to improve musical skills.



Creation of Music (Create): Create melody and accompaniment.



Theory of Music (Know/Comprehend): Identify and demonstrate complex notated patterns using
advanced techniques.



Aesthetic Valuation of Music (Appreciate and Understand): Compare music from various cultures and
evaluate the quality of a performance.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Singing and playing songs with accurate rhythm, technique, and timing.



Modifying a song to fit a certain group of musicians.



Creating and playing an original song.



Writing or using music software programs to demonstrate an understanding of a simple piece of music.



Connecting musical performances to certain cultures, histories, and/or geographic places.



Evaluating performances using musical terms.

The physical education standards in the elementary years focus on
enhancing movement concepts and skills, understanding basic healthrelated components and skill-related components of fitness and how it
relates to personal fitness, demonstrating respect, and the ability to follow
directions. In each grade, students demonstrate various movement
concepts; assess personal behaviors; connect fitness development to body
systems; demonstrate respect for self, others, and various physical activity
environments; and utilize safety procedures during physical activities.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Movement Competence and Understanding: Demonstrate mature form for all basic locomotor (e.g.,
walking, running), non-locomotor (e.g., twisting, stretching), manipulative skills (e.g., catching, throwing,
striking) and rhythmic skills (e.g., dancing, jumping rope); demonstrate understanding of how to combine
and apply movement concepts and principles to learn and develop motor skills; understand why feedback
can improve performance.



Physical and Personal Wellness: Demonstrate understanding of skill-related components of fitness
(agility, balance, coordination, power, reaction time, speed) and how they affect physical performance;
set personal goals for improving health-related fitness.



Social and Emotional Wellness: Identify personal activity interests and abilities and take responsibility for
individual and team performance; work cooperatively and productively in a group.



Prevention and Risk Management: Implement safety procedures in the utilization of space and
equipment.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Throwing and catching an object demonstrating both accuracy and force.



Dribbling a ball (by hand or foot) while preventing another person from stealing the ball.



Developing and refining a gymnastics or creative dance sequence, and demonstrating smooth transitions.



Using basic understanding of the knowledge of strategies in activity settings such as moving to open space
to receive a pass or intercepting an object.



Analyzing and correcting errors in throwing, catching, dribbling with hands and feet, striking a ball, and
volleying while demonstrating control and accuracy.



Creating a plan using the six skill-related components to improve performance in a chosen activity.



Identifying activities that will help to improve cardio-respiratory, muscular endurance, muscular strength,
flexibility, and body composition.



Accepting responsibility for one’s own performance without blaming others.



Demonstrating the ability to resolve conflicts with peers.



Reviewing components of safe participation and what constitutes a safe environment.

The reading, writing, and communicating standards in preschool are aligned
to the expectations within Colorado’s Early Learning and Development
Guidelines and the latest revision of the Head Start Early Learning
Outcomes Framework. They outline development expectations and
indicators of progress for preschool age students in receptive and
expressive language; understanding and obtaining meaning from stories
and information from books and other texts; phonological awareness;
concepts of early decoding; names and sounds associated with alphabetic
knowledge; emerging skills to communicate through written
representations, symbols, and letters; and asking a question to identify and
define a problem and its possible solution.
Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Oral Expression and Listening: Speak to an audience to express an opinion, to persuade, or to explain an
idea/process; actively listen during a presentation using listening strategies (asking questions,
paraphrasing, and displaying positive body posture).



Reading for All Purposes: Read literary (stories and poems), informational, and persuasive texts in order
to understand, interpret, and compare ideas from a variety of authors.



Writing and Composition: Use a writing process – planning, drafting, revising, editing, sharing – to
produce effective, unique, well-researched, and grammatically correct writing for different audiences and
purposes (telling a story, explaining a topic, building an argument).



Research Inquiry and Design: Gather and organize information from different sources and produce a wellorganized, well-thought-out written or verbal presentation that answers a specific question.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Reading stories and informational texts to gain new understandings of the world and its people; using
different strategies to understand complex texts (generating questions, summarizing, marking the text);
working individually and with others to deepen understanding on a topic or text; making connections
within and between different texts.



Writing about texts as they “think through” ideas; directly quoting from the sources to support
explanations; sharing writing ideas with others; generating questions based on reading to do research;
reflecting on reading.



Exploring the decisions a writer makes; critiquing a writer’s reasoning; comparing different authors’
writings about the same topic; evaluating graphics in texts.



Writing narratives (stories) to convey experiences in the world; conducting short research projects; using
evidence from sources to produce logical and well-informed presentations; using a variety of sentence
structures and effective organization; using grammar and punctuation with accuracy; using technology to
produce writing.

Three-dimensional science standards in the elementary grades lay the
foundation for students to work and think like scientists and engineers. We
also see strong connections to skills students will use to be successful with
reading, literacy, and mathematics. In elementary grades, we will explore
disciplinary core ideas in physical, life, and Earth and space sciences via
phenomena in the world around us. Learners in elementary grades develop
and ask testable questions, collect, and analyze different types of
evidence, and write and communicate our understanding. Mastery of these
standards will result in young learners who have a deep understanding of
how scientific knowledge can provide solutions to practical problems we
see in our world.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Physical Science: Recognize that matter is made of particles that are too small to be seen; describe how
new substances can be formed when chemical reactions occur, explain how Earth’s gravitational force
exerts force on objects.



Life Science: Understand that plants acquire their material from growth chiefly from air and water, and
that matter flows in cycles between air, soil, plants, animals, and microbes as these organisms live and
die.



Earth and Space Science: Understand that the Earth and sun provide many renewable and nonrenewable
resources; recognize that Earth’s surface changes constantly; understand how the uneven heating of
Earth’s surface (by the sun) affects weather.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Conducting an investigation to determine whether the mixing of two or more substances results in new
substances.



Developing a model to describe the movement of matter among plants, animals, decomposers, and the
environment.



Developing models to describe the ways the geosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere, and/or atmosphere
interact.



Using data and graphs to describe the amounts and percentages of saltwater and freshwater in various
reservoirs to provide evidence about the distribution of water on Earth.



Obtaining information about ways individual communities use science ideas to protect the Earth’s
resources and environment.

The social studies standards in the elementary years begin with individuals
and families and move from there to explorations of neighborhoods,
communities, the state of Colorado, and the United States. In each grade,
students investigate historical events, examine geographic features and
resources, consider economic decision-making processes, and define civic
roles and responsibilities.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


History: Use timelines, artifacts, and documents to understand the different people, diverse (cultural)
perspectives, and important events that shaped the early history of the United States (exploration
through the American Revolution).



Geography: Use different kinds of maps, globes, graphs, and diagrams to ask and answer questions about
the geography of the 13 Colonies and the United States.



Economics: Explain how trade shaped the development of early America; understand how government
actions connect with the economy (interest rates) at the local, state, and national level. Personal Financial
Literacy: Identify different financial institutions (banks, credit unions) and the services they provide.



Civics: Explain the foundations and structure (the Executive, Judicial, and Legislative branches) of the
United States government; describe the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizenship.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


Analyzing primary and secondary sources such as artifacts, documents, photos, and newspaper articles to
examine and explain U.S. historical events; identifying multiple perspectives and diverse cultural groups
that were important to events in early United States history; exploring the events that led up to the
American Revolution and the lives of the people involved.



Using map keys, symbols, and legends to locate and identify the types of natural resources found in the
United States; describing the role that resources played in the development of the 13 Colonies and the
United States.



Defining the basic parts of the United States’ capitalist economy; examining why people need banks and
other financial institutions; identifying the products and services provided by financial institutions (banks,
credit unions), such as checking and savings accounts and loans.



Identifying and explaining the principles of democracy and how founding documents (Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution, Bill of Rights) reflect and preserve these principles; engaging in
discussions about the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

The visual arts standards in preschool focus on experiences and exploration
in art-making and with art materials. This helps to develop a foundation and
appreciation for visual art. In preschool, students identify art in their daily
surroundings, experience that art can be used to represent stories and
ideas, explore various art-making processes, and begin to see how art is a
part of their community.

Expectations for 5th Grade Students:


Observe and Learn to Comprehend (Know/Comprehend): Talk about how artists use art techniques
(ideas, expression, composition) to give artwork meaning; explain why artists make art; consider and
explain how artistic decisions are portrayed in works of art.



Envision and Critique to Reflect (Critique/Evaluate/Refine): Use proper art terms to talk about art; create
plans to document the use of personal ideas/experiences will be used to create an artwork.



Invent and Discover to Create (Create/Present): Create art to show feelings and/or convey personal
perceptions of the world; make artwork plans based on knowledge of materials and techniques.



Relate and Connect to Transfer (Connect/Apply/Transfer): Help viewers understand ideas conveyed in
personal artworks from diverse cultures.

Throughout 5th Grade You May Find Students:


"Reading" an artwork through observing the use of color, texture, shading, symbols and discussing the
artist’s intentions; researching and explaining how a specific piece of artwork describes people’s
experiences or a particular event.



Explaining how people judge a piece of artwork (personal likes, dislikes, preferences); describing how
people respond differently to art from familiar and unfamiliar cultures.



Using planning tools to research and develop ideas for personal artwork.



Exploring ways to use art materials to convey a personal feeling or idea or to create an artwork that
represents the ideas of others.



Using available technology resources to create artwork.

The world language standards are organized in language proficiency range
levels. Language proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a
person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in
real-life situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the
introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the minimum
proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advancedlow).

The world languages standards in the elementary years create a roadmap to guide K-5 students in the process of
learning a new language and understanding diverse cultural perspectives, as well as developing insights into their
own language and culture at the appropriate developmental stage. The standards reflect a performance-based
discipline which emphasizes communication skills (interpersonal speaking and writing; interpretive reading,
listening, and viewing and presentational speaking and writing) in a new language to navigate real-life situations.
Students use the newly acquired language while making connections with other academic disciplines, comparing
both the nature of language and the nature of culture with their own language and the one being learned and with
investigation and interaction of cultural practices and products in order to better understand multiple
perspectives. These standards prepare students to participate more fully in the interconnected global community
and the international marketplace.
Why are world language standards organized in language proficiency range levels? Language proficiency refers to
the degree of skill with which a person can use a language to understand, speak, read, write, and listen in real-life
situations. Colorado’s standards provide guidance for the introduction of a new language (novice-low) through the
minimum proficiency range deemed postsecondary and workforce ready (advanced-low). Progression through
levels of proficiency is influenced by program design such as grade levels, competency-based programs, time for
language instruction, and immersion programs. Language programs in many schools districts have multiple entry
points. Both the length and the type of program design impact both language acquisition and proficiency level for
students.

To view the expectations for elementary students at the various proficiency ranges, go to:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/2020cas-wl-es-guides

