21! Century Skills in Science

Colorado's Description of 21st Century Skills

Colorado's description of 21st century skills is a synthesis of the essential abilities students
must apply in our rapidly changing world. Today’s students need a repertoire of knowledge
and skills that are more diverse, complex, and integrated than any previous generation.
These skills do not stand alone in the standards, but are woven into the evidence outcomes,
inquiry questions, and application and are within the nature of science. Science inherently
demonstrates each of Colorado’s 21 century skills, as follows:

Critical Thinking and Reasoning

Science requires students to analyze evidence and draw conclusions based on that evidence.
Scientific investigation involves defining problems and designing studies to test hypotheses
related to those problems. In science, students must justify and defend scientific
explanations and distinguish between correlation and causation.

Information Literacy

Understanding science requires students to research current ideas about the natural world.
Students must be able to distinguish fact from opinion and truth from fantasy. Science
requires a degree of skepticism because the ideas of science are subject to change. Science
students must be able to understand what constitutes reliable sources of information and
how to validate those sources. One key to science is understanding that converging different
lines of evidence from multiple sources strengthens a scientific conclusion.

Collaboration

Science students must be able to listen to others’ ideas, and engage in scientific dialogs that
are based on evidence - not opinion. These types of conversations allow them to compare
and evaluate the merit of different ideas. The peer review process helps to ensure the
validity of scientific explanations.

Self-Direction

Students in science must have persistence and perseverance when exploring scientific
concepts. Students must generate their own questions, and design investigations to find the
answers. Students must be open to revising and redefining their thinking based on
evidence.

Invention

Designing investigations and engineering new products involves a large degree of invention.
Scientists and engineers often have to think “outside the box"” as they push the limits of our
current knowledge. They must learn from their failures to take the next steps in
understanding. Science students also must integrate ideas from multiple disciplines to
formulate an understanding of the natural world. In addition to using invention to design
investigations, scientists also use findings from investigations to help them to invent new
products.
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