VISUAL ARTS GRADE LEVEL 12

Creating and Responding

Content Outline References:  I E1; I C3; II B3

Total Time for Block:  60 Minutes

CONTENT STANDARD I: CREATING  

Apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient confidence, and sensitivity that their intentions are carried out in their artworks (E1)

Integrate subject matter and symbols, art forms, media, composition, and expressive qualities to define and convey their ideas (C3)

CONTENT STANDARD II:  RESPONDING

Analyze, evaluate, and defend the validity of sources for content and manner in which subject matter, symbols, and images are used in the students' works and in significant works by others (B3)

TASK DESCRIPTION

Use black and white media and a given set of symbols to illustrate effectively a personal visual metaphor that depicts the four stages of life:  childhood, youth, adulthood and old age.

MATERIALS

A materials and reproduction set to service 20  students:   20 #2  pencils with erasers, 20 black felt tipped markers (Flair), 20  photocopied sheets of  "ding-bats"(copyright free clip-art) and 21 response booklets which include a page for responding to Activity 1, and a page to respond to Activity 2.  

20 11"X14" reproductions of each stage of Thomas Cole's Voyage of Life:  Childhood, Youth, Manhood, Old Age.  (National Gallery of Art)  Each student should have a complete set of the four paintings.

SET-UP AND SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE FACILITATOR/ADMINISTRATOR:

A minimum of 5 art tables to accommodate a total of 20 students is required.  Students will be placed in groups of 4 per table.  Each student should be provided with a set of the Thomas Cole prints, a pencil, flair marker, "dingbat" sheet and a workbook.  

SCRIPT AND ADMINISTRATION DIRECTIONS:

Introduction:

[5 minutes - entire group]

SCRIPT:  IN FRONT OF YOU ARE FOUR REPRODUCTIONS THOMAS COLE'S VOYAGE OF LIFE:  CHILDHOOD, YOUTH, MANHOOD, OLD AGE.  COLE PAINTED THIS SERIES IN 1842 AS AN ALLEGORY FOR THE FOUR STAGES OF THE LIFE CYCLE:  CHILDHOOD, YOUTH, ADULTHOOD AND OLD AGE.  COLE USES A NUMBER OF SYMBOLS IN HIS PAINTINGS TO ILLUSTRATE THE ALLEGORY OF THE LIFE CYCLE.  AS YOU LOOK AT EACH OF THESE REPRODUCTIONS, NOTICE THE DIFFERENT SITUATIONS OF EACH STAGE OF LIFE.

YOU ARE GOING TO BE ASKED TO DO TWO ACTIVITIES IN THIS SESSION.  THE FIRST ACTIVITY WILL BE A 'SCAVENGER HUNT' TO FIND HIDDEN SYMBOLS IN COLE'S WORK.  THE SECOND ACTIVITY WILL GIVE YOU THE CHANCE TO CREATE YOUR OWN VERSION OF COLE'S VOYAGE OF LIFE.

OPEN YOUR WORKBOOKS TO THE WORKSHEET TITLED "SYMBOLISM".  IN THIS EXERCISE YOU WILL HAVE TO LOOK VERY CLOSELY AT THE FOUR REPRODUCTIONS TO IDENTIFY THE SYMBOLS THAT COLE USED TO PORTRAY THE ALLEGORY OF THE LIFE CYCLE.  LOOK AT THE ENTIRE REPRODUCTION AS A WHOLE, AND ALSO LOOK FOR INDIVIDUAL DETAILS.  COMPARE ALL FOUR OF THE REPRODUCTIONS TO FIND CLUES TO THE SYMBOLISM COLE HAS USED.  LIST YOUR RESPONSES UNDER THE TITLE FOR EACH OF THE FOUR PAINTINGS.  YOU WILL HAVE 10 MINUTES TO COMPLETE THIS EXERCISE.

[Students work for ten minutes on Activity One which is a one page response sheet.  In this exercise students identify symbols in each of the four reproductions that illustrate the allegory of the life cycle.]  

SCORABLE UNIT 1: [Time: 10 minutes - writing in response booklet]

SCORING GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT 1


Content Standard II:


Analyze, evaluate, and defend the validity of sources for content and manner in which subject matter, symbols, and images are used in the students' works and in significant works by others. (B3)

Lists that appear for each painting in Thomas Cole's series of "The Voyage of Life" reflect an awareness of the symbolism used by the artists to convey the allegory of the life cycle. Proficient responses correctly identify common symbolism used in each of the four paintings

LEVEL 3:

The student identifies a common thread of symbolic images that are present in all four of the paintings.  Age of the person in the boat, colors used throughout the painting, the quality of the water, the kind of vegetation found, quality of the sky, characteristics of the surrounding landscape, appearance of the guardian angel are all symbols directly related to the allegorical reference to the life cycle.

LEVEL 2:


The student does not identify a common thread among the four paintings.  Some symbols are correctly identified in each of the paintings.  

LEVEL 1:


The student makes little attempt to identify the symbols used in each of the four paintings.  When symbols are identified, they do not relate to the painting.  One or more of the spaces may be empty.  
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SCORABLE UNIT 2 AND 3

SCRIPT:  IN THE NEXT EXERCISE, YOU WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ILLUSTRATE YOUR OWN EQUIVALENT OF THE LIFE CYCLE ON THE WORKSHEET ENTITLED "THE LIFE CYCLE."  REFER TO THE 'DING-BATS' SHEET INCLUDED IN YOUR WORKBOOK.  THESE ARE THE SYMBOLS THAT YOU ARE TO USE WHEN DOING THIS EXERCISE.  THESE MARKS, SYMBOLS, AND PICTOGRAMS CAN BE USED INDIVIDUALLY OR COMBINED TO DEVELOP A VISUAL ALLEGORY OF THE LIFE CYCLE.  EXECUTE YOUR SOLUTIONS IN BLACK AND WHITE USING PENCIL FIRST, AND THEN FILL IN AREAS WITH THE FELT TIPPED MARKER.

THERE ARE FOUR BOXES FOR YOU TO DRAW THE 'DING-BATS' TO ILLUSTRATE EACH OF THE FOUR STAGES OF LIFE.  IN DRAWING THESE 'DING-BATS', FEEL FREE TO CHANGE SIZES, OVERLAP, CROP, TURN UPSIDE DOWN AND REVERSE THEM IF YOU CHOOSE.  DRAW LIGHTLY WITH PENCIL FIRST, THEN GO OVER YOUR OUTLINES AND FILL IN THE SOLID AREAS OF BLACK WITH THE FELT TIPPED MARKER TO MAKE YOUR IMAGES GRAPHIC AND BOLD.  WHEN YOU ARE USING THE MARKERS, THINK ABOUT WAYS TO BALANCE EACH OF THE BOXES VISUALLY.  MAKE EACH BOX BECOME ITS OWN BOLD COMPOSITION BY FILLING THE SPACE, USING A MIXTURE OF SOLID BLACKS AND WHITES, AND CREATING A CENTER OF INTEREST FOR THE VIEWER.  YOU WILL HAVE 45 MINUTES TO COMPLETE THIS EXERCISE.

[After 25 minutes]

SCRIPT:  THERE ARE 20 MINUTES LEFT TO FINISH THIS EXERCISE.  TRY TO PACE YOURSELF SO YOU MAY FINISH ALL FOUR OF THE SPACES.

[After 45 minutes]

SCRIPT:  STUDENTS, PLEASE STOP WORKING, PUT YOUR MATERIALS DOWN AND PLACE YOUR WORK BOOKLET IN THE CENTER OF THE TABLE WHERE I CAN COME AROUND AND COLLECT IT. 

[Collect work booklets and materials]
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SCORING GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT 2


Content Standard I:


Integrate subject matter and symbols, art forms, media, composition, and expressive qualities to define and convey their ideas. (C3)

Drawings that appear on the student worksheet should reflect the theme of the life cycle through the use of the provided 'ding-bats' and punctuation marks.

LEVEL 3:

The student’s drawings provide a rich source of symbolic images to demonstrate the various stages of the life cycle.  The images, clearly demonstrate the student understands how to utilize the provided set of visual symbols as communicators of specific ideas.  A common thread runs through each of the images.

LEVEL 2:

The student's drawings demonstrate understanding of the life cycle.  The provided symbols have been utilized to communicate ideas.  Symbols have not been combined together to form more complex arrangements.  There is no common thread between the images.

LEVEL 1:

The student's drawings use of symbolic imagery is trivial and does not demonstrate an understanding of the life cycle.
SCORABLE GUIDE FOR SCORABLE UNIT 3


Content Standard I:


Apply media, techniques and processes with sufficient confidence, and sensitivity that their intentions are carried out in their artworks. (E1)

This response demonstrates the students' ability to apply black and white media in a purposeful way so as to generate bold, graphic and well balanced images.

LEVEL 3:

The overall effect of the student’s drawings is a balance between solid areas of black and linear elements.  All four of the drawings relate visually as a whole as consistency is maintained in the use of graphic elements.  Each of the individual compositions demonstrates good use of the entire space provided.

LEVEL 2:


The overall effect of the drawing shows some use of solid black balanced with linear elements.  The relationship between all four of the drawings is not strong. Individual compositions do not make good use of the space provided.

LEVEL 1:


The overall effect of the drawing makes no attempt to balance black and white design elements.  Linear elements are used exclusively.  One or more spaces have not been completed.


Student Worksheets





__________________________________









name

Activity One:  Symbolism

DIRECTIONS:

Look very closely at the four (4) Thomas Cole reproductions to identify symbols he used to portray the allegory of the life cycle.  Look at the entire reproduction as a whole, and look for individual details.  Compare all four of the reproductions to find clues to the symbolism he has used.  You will have 10 minutes to complete this exercise.  List the symbols for each reproduction that would convey that stage of the life cycle.

The Voyage of Life:  Childhood:  Symbols Cole has used to convey ideas about childhood:

The Voyage of Life:  Youth:  Symbols Cole has used to convey ideas about youth:

The Voyage of Life:  Manhood:  Symbols Cole has used to convey ideas about adulthood:

The Voyage of Life:  Old Age:  Symbols Cole has used to convey ideas about old age:
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Student Worksheet

Activity Two:  The Life Cycle

Illustrate your own equivalent of the life cycle in the four spaces provided on the next work sheet.  Use only the "ding-bats" provided below for the symbols and images that you will use in the four spaces.  These marks, symbols, and pictograms can be used individually or combined to develop a visual allegory of the life cycle.  Execute your solutions in black and white using pencil.

There are four spaces on the next page for you to draw the 'ding-bats' to illustrate each of the four stages of life.  Feel free to change the size of the 'ding-bats' by overlapping, cropping, turning upside down and reversing if you choose. Complete this exercise in black and white first using pencil and then going over your drawing with black felt tipped marker.  When filling in your drawings with marker, you want to make a bold, graphic image.  Think about ways you can make a strong image by using a balance of black and white, creating a center of interest, and filling the space entirely.    You will have 45 minutes to complete this exercise." 

Student Work Sheets

Activity 2:  The Life Cycle

______________________________      _____________________________

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

______________________________      _____________________________


Childhood
Youth

______________________________      _____________________________

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

_                            _      _                           _

______________________________      _____________________________


Adulthood
Old Age
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