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Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual
orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity.
 
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should
contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and
TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination
Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-
Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter
addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the
alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and
date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax: 
(833) 256-1655 or (202) 690-7442; or

3. email: 
program.intake@usda.gov. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


Nourish young bodies and minds. 
End childhood hunger.

MISSION

VISION

CDE School Nutrition Unit

We support the child nutrition community
through innovation, training, and

partnerships to ensure all youth have
access to healthy meals.



Learning  Objectives
Describe the Community Eligibility
Provision 

Recall the CEP Cycle

Identify the requirements to
operate the CEP program

Demonstrate how to submit ISP
data in the Colorado Nutrition
Portal 



What is the
Community
Eligibility

Provision? 



Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)
Authorized by the Healthy, Hunger Free Kids
Act of 2010 
NSLP and SBP meal service option that
allows eligible districts to offer meals at no
cost without collecting household
applications
Eligible if a site, group of sites, or entire
district meets the 25% ISP minimum 
CEP is required if participating in HSMA 

contractor will analyze for SY 24-25



Easing the administrative burden 
less paperwork
counting and claiming 
reimbursed by established FCP

Increasing program efficiency 
may require less staff at checkout/point of
service

Reducing stigma around school meals

CEP Benefits



CEP Cycle 
Base Year:

Validation
Establish groupings and FCPs
Paperwork
Notify Families
Serve Meals 

Years 2-4: 
Notify Families 
Serve Meals 

Year 5: Renewal Base Year OR Grace Year



July 2023: Medicaid students were included in
the Direct Certification of students 

Sept. 2023: USDA published a final rule lowering
the minimum ISP from 40% to 25%

March 2024: Optional Mid-Year opt in at 25% ISP
56 CEP eligible districts opted in 
Districts that opted into Mid-Year will still be
required to go through the upcoming CEP
cycle 

Recent CEP Changes

https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-092623
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cn/fr-092623


CEP Timeline 



Determine CEP
Eligibility 



CEP Eligibility 

A school, group of schools or
district must now have an ISP
of 25% or greater

Must operate both SBP/NSLP
SBP implementation is a
federal requirement for CEP 



What is Identified Student
Percentage (ISP)?



Who are Identified Students?
Directly certified students who receive free
meals based on their status as: 

SNAP
TANF/Colorado Works 
FDPIR 
Medicaid (Free status only)
Migrant 
Foster 
Homeless/Runaway/McKinney Vento 
Head Start students
PLUS Extended Eligibility Students



Identified Student Data

Identified student data can be collected from:
Direct Certification 
Liaison Documentation 
Documentation of Foster or Head Start Status 

More detailed information provided in
Direct Certification training 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/directcert_otm_may2023
https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/directcert_otm_may2023


ISP Data
Reporting
Guidance 





On the Community Eligibility Site List, 
Select 'Add' under the action heading for the 2023-2024 school year



For each school site
listed, 

enter the number of
Identified Students and
Enrolled Students as of

April 1 



ISP Validations 



Validation
Prior to approving implementation of
CEP, CDE will review reported ISP data
for accuracy. 

Sponsors must provide this
documentation using Syncplicity to
securely share student information. 



Validation Documentation 

Applications are NOT used for identified students.

SNAP
TANF/Colorado Works
FDPIR
Migrant
Foster

McKinney-
Vento/Homeless/
Runaway
Head Start 
Extended Eligible

Provide ISP documentation as of April 1 for eligible students
based on their status:



Validation Documentation
Acceptable documentation includes:

Direct Certification records
Lists from liaisons 
Additional documentation for
extended eligible showing shared
household information

Documentation must be uploaded
through secure portal - Syncplicity 



Districts must utilize the Excel template provided to
report Identified Student data



Recap 

April 7 -- All SFAs required to submit April 1 ISP data
in the Colorado Nutrition Portal

CEP eligible district’s ISP data will be validated 

June 30 -- All eligible sponsors will be required to
complete the CEP request form



Type in the CHAT:

What additional support and
resources would you need for

the upcoming May CEP
training?



Activity Time!  



When is the portal ISP
reporting due date? 



Who are Identified Students?



Name an example of
Identified Student

Documentation.



How do you send student
data for review?



What template should you
use to provide ISP data?



Healthy School
Meals for All 



Overall Participation Changes*

37% breakfast increase

32% lunch increase

Within the paid category*

105% breakfast

62% lunch

State reimbursements are based on

# of paid meals served

*Based on claims submitted Aug - Nov

Program Participation



JBC Approved Measures

Delay grant/TA
programs

Flexibility with
CEP

requirements

Ensure meal
reimbursements
funding through

SY2024-25

Other
recommendations

pending per
contractor &

program report

Mandate steps to
increase

household
income form

collection

Continuation of
Local Food

Purchasing Grant
pilot



Contractor to do a deep dive analysis into ways to
maximize federal funding

 Final report/recommendations should be
available end of May
This may impact which sites are required to
implement CEP

A new draft bill is in process with the JBC’s
recommendation

Look for updates via the DISH

Next Steps



CEP Resources
Community Eligibility Provision webpage

ISP Calculation Worksheet 

ISP Portal Reporting Guide

Syncplicity Instruction Guide

Direct Certification Recorded Training

School Nutrition Training Page 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/provisional-programs
https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/ispcalculationworksheet
https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/ispcalculationworksheet
https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/cepdatareportingguidance
https://www.cde.state.co.us/datapipeline/syncplicityinstructions
https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/directcert_otm_may2023
https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/training
https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/training


Contact Info & Evaluation
Julie Jun - Senior Consultant 
jun_j@cde.state.co.us
720-595-0020

Professional Standards: 3100 (1 hour)

Training Evaluation:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T82D2JH

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T82D2JH
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/T82D2JH


Questions?



Thank You!
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