Advisory Council for School Nutrition (ACSN)
Talking Points and Key/Action Items
Thursday, May 18, 2017
Cherry Creek School District – Student Achievement Resource Center
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USDA School Meals Proclamation  
· No rollback of regulations.
· Whole grain exemptions allowed.
· Sodium Target 1 compliant.
· Allow one percent flavored milk.
CASB Templates
· Local school wellness policy
· Revised policy required by June 30, 2017. 
· Civil Rights compliant policy
· Food service process, separate from district policy.
· Special Dietary Statements
· Medical statement signed by doctor determines disability and meals must be accommodated.
· OSN will develop tips for training staff to distinguish between preference, intolerance and/or life threatening disabilities, based on the signed doctor statement.
· Unpaid Meals Policy
· Written policy or standard practice required by July 1, 2017.
· USDA checklists provide requirements of policy.
· Written policy must include definitions and determination of bad debt and delinquent debt.  
· Communication of written policy is required through multiple methods to all households at beginning of year, all households transferring into district and the first time the policy is applied to a student.
· Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)
· LEAs with an ISP above 40 percent can qualify for CEP - districtwide, group of schools or one school only.
· At-risk funding is based on free status; without meal applications, documentation at-risk funding for CEP schools must be maintained. 

ACSN Members:  Kelly Chisman, Sarah DeCristino, Erika Edwards, Janet Fogel, David Maki, Hannah Phillips. Absent:  Shelly Allen, Alice Blue, Walter Chisman, Katie Dubois, Adam Gose, Sandy Guyette, Steffiney Quick, Dan Sharp, Kay Wernsman, Heather Williams, Jody Williams, Debbie Yirku.
Office of School Nutrition (OSN) staff:  Rachael Burnham, Kerri Link, Stacey Macklin, Megan Meermans, Amanda Mercer, Denise Meredith, Jonathan Padia, Carrie Pearse, Kristi Rolfsen, Lyza Shaw.  Absent:  Jan Bodnar, Sara Rose Foreman, Bre Riley, Heather Hauswirth, Ashley Moen, Carrie Pearse.
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Welcome -  Amanda Mercer, program manager
· OSN introductions:  Megan Johnson, program specialist; Denise Meredith, moved from nutrition consultant to program specialist.
· ACSN introductions:  Region 11, Kelly Chisman, Charter Choice Collaborative
· Introduction of the OSN Mission: The Office of School Nutrition is committed to ensuring all school-aged children have equal access to healthy meals by supporting, training, and connecting Colorado’s child nutrition community.

USDA Commitment to School Meals Proclamation - Jon Padia, program specialist.
· For school year 2017-2018, whole grain rich exemptions will be allowed.
· Existing exemptions will be valid for school year 2017-2018.
· New exemptions will be processed through Jon Padia.
· Many school food authorities (SFAs) did not know the exemption was previously available. 
· For school years 2017-2018 through 2020, SFAs will not be required to meet Sodium Target 2. Rather, SFAs that meet Sodium Target 1 will be considered compliant.
· USDA will begin regulatory process to allow SFAs to serve one percent flavored milk.
· Two varieties, fat-free not required
· ACSN member comments:
· District is at target 2 levels; not going back.
· CSNA was asked to make a statement that the proclamation was not a rollback of previous regulations, but allowed for SFAs to continue with current regulations. 

Colorado Association of School Board Templates - Kristi Rolfsen, program specialist
· Local School Wellness template:  SFAs are required to have updated policies.  
· Updated polices revised by June 30, 2017, pending approval.
· Policies to include a minimum of four goals, district oversite contact, assessment every three years, plan to meet goals.
· Civil Rights Compliant procedure template:  procedure for school nutrition program complaint
· School nutrition procedure is separate from district policy. 
· Local school board approval of the procedure is not required.

Special Dietary Statements - Kristi Rolfsen, program specialist
· No longer required to define disability; can use disability, but with a broader definition. 
· Medical need statement signed by doctor defines a disability
· Medical statement signed by doctor equals a disability and requires dietary accommodation.  
· Previously signed medical statements do not need to be replaced by the new medical statement. 
· Must accommodate disability and non-disability on previously signed medical statements.
· Preference form is optional and has been condensed to one page. 
· Medical need statement will be available on OSN website and at 2017 Colorado School Nutrition Association (CSNA) Summer Conference in June 2017.  
· ACSN member comments:
· Afraid this dilutes serious cases versus preferences; how will kitchen managers and staff know the severity of the disability, when statements will be the same for both situations?
· There is a huge difference between a food intolerance or preference and anaphylactic shock; concerned that staff is untrained to recognize the difference. 
· Kristi Rolfsen:  Will develop tips for training staff to distinguish differences between preference, intolerance and/or life threatening disabilities, based on signed doctor statement.
·  Parent preference uses the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) 2008 definition.  
· What happens if the dietary accommodation results in a non-reimbursable meal?
· Kristi Rolfsen:  Guidance says that an alternative meal must be provided.
· Food service management company (FSMC) renewals and RFPs are vague regarding accommodations. 
· Lyza Shaw, Megan Johnson:  can add specific details to the FSMC contracts, but contracts contain agreement that the FSMC will follow all federal and state rules and regulations for administration of the child nutrition programs.
 Unpaid Meal Charges - Lyza Shaw, business operations manager
· Written policy or standard practice by July 1, 2017.
· Local school board approval is not required.
· CASB basic template, plus three with options for customization by districts.
· USDA checklists provide for requirements of the unpaid meals policy.
· USDA encourages districts to include that students will receive the nutrition needed, minimize identification of children with insufficient funds and maintain the financial integrity of the nonprofit school food service account. 
· Should explain how district will handle situations where children, eligible to receive reduced price or paid meals, do not have money in their account or in hand at the time of meal service. 
· Districts may develop a written policy or practice may allow:
· Student to charge all types of reimbursable meals.
· District to offer alternative meals, impose a limit on meals or charges or not allow any meal charges or alternate meals.
· Policy must include definitions for delinquent debt (funds collected) versus bad debt (no funds collected) and policy for moving debt from delinquent to bad.  
· Bad debt must be charged to general fund. Bad debt is not an allowable expense for Fund 21.  
· Delinquent debt can carry over to following year, if funds are being collected. 
· Policy must be provided to households at the start of the school year or when transferring into the district and the first time the policy is applied to a student, using multiple methods to disseminate policy (online method is allowable, if paper is available).
· The administrative review process will include compliance questions for the requirements for the unpaid meal policy.
·  ACSN member comments:
· Have there been discussions about the New Mexico anti-shaming legislation?
· Amanda Mercer:  federal legislation has been proposed to ensure no shaming; includes alternate meal can be offered.
· How should donated or fundraising dollars be handled?
· Lyza Shaw:  fundraising money cannot be deposited into Fund 21; can be set up in separate Fund “X”  Issues could arise regarding even and fair distribution, depending on site or school donation, individual household or child, etc.  If money is donated to district, it has to be distributed evenly to school(s) or site(s).  
· If money is donated to schools, issues regarding how to choose households or children to receive funds.  Random lottery?  Discriminates against paid students. 

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) - Lyza Shaw, business operations manager
· Local education agencies (LEAs) with an identified student percentage (ISP) above 40 percent can qualify for CEP - districtwide, group of schools or one school only.
· ISP refers to students who are directly certified.  
· Meals are claimed by multiplying the ISP by a factor of 1.6 to determine the percentage of total meals served at the federal free rate  (remaining percentage of total meals is reimbursed at the federal rate.)
· Colorado challenges:  low SNAP participation; Smart Start Nutrition Program and School Lunch Protection Program eliminates the reduced price charges for households; and Public School Finance Act of 1994 requires every public school to complete an application or the Family Data Survey to determine at-risk or pupil funding. 
· At-risk funding is based on free status; without meal applications, documentation of evidence of free lunch eligibility for at-risk funding for CEP schools must be maintained.  
· Addressing at-risk funding issues
· For at-risk funding purposes, a student identified as free lunch eligible, is free status throughout the four-year CEP cycle. 
· Combo form for partial implementation.
· Importance of relationship between food service and school stakeholders.
· Importance of direct certification.
· Working Group Summaries are provided, separately, for the following discussions:
· Administrative Review:  providing technical assistance and corrective action; repeat findings
· USDA ART Grant
· Equipment Decision Tree
· What are your biggest challenges for administering the child nutrition programs?

Next Steps, Save the Date, Evaluations, Closing – Amanda Mercer, program manager 
· Next meeting:  Fall, 2017 (USDA Foods, October 2017, Denver, CO; Industry Conference, Fall 2017, Vail, CO)
· Hot topics
· Legislative updates (federal and state)
· Procurement review updates
· Administrative review updates
· Discussion, best practices for engaging districts to partner with ACSN members from their region.
· What worked?
· Great facility and food.  Thanks, Erika and Cherry Creek staff.
· Working groups are productive; good way to share best practices and voice concerns and issues. 
· What didn’t work?
· Weather.
· Weather, compounded by end of year conflicts.
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