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Colorado School Day Testing:
Digital PSAT and SAT – Test Window
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Assessment Grade Administration Dates

PSAT 9

PSAT 10

9

10

April 15 - April 26, 2024
Dates may be selected based on district/school 

preference within this window

SAT 11

April 15 - April 26, 2024*
Dates may be selected based on district/school 

preference within this window

Essay is available to students who choose to take it

* The March 9 SAT Weekend administration is available for virtual schools to 
use, as well as students who have curricular conflicts with the SAT School Day 
testing window.



Colorado School Day Testing:
Digital PSAT and SAT – Administration Flexibility
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Important changes to administration:

• Digital tests
• Multiple forms for each test
• Testing times are the same across tests
• No mandatory start times

Our historical use of primary test days and make-up days won't apply in the same 
way.

• We suggest a single test day (per test); however, districts/schools will have 
flexibility to establish (multiple) test days within the state testing window.
• 9th, 10th and 11th grade can be tested on the same day or different days, 

based on school technology availability and schedule flexibility
• For this year, a testing room should only be comprised of the same grade 

level

• To the extent possible, we suggest single morning and/or afternoon start 
time(s); however, student groups can start at different times throughout the day. 
• Consider a late arrival room
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Digital SAT Test Design
Reading & Writing

96 total questions (2 sections) 54 total questions (1 section)

100 total minutes (1.04 min/question) 64 total minutes (1.19 min/question)

Set based questions Discrete questions

New
Digital SAT

Reading & Writing Section

Past years:
Paper-based SAT
Reading Section
Writing Section

NOTE: To support reliability and comparability of scores, the number of 
questions and timing are increased for the accommodated paper-based form

Passage or Set Word Count: 400-750 Passage or Set Word Count: 25-150



SAT Domain Distribution
Reading and Writing
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2023
Evidence-based Reading and Writing

Digital
Reading and Writing

Information and 
Ideas 

15-20% Information and 
Ideas 

26%

Rhetoric and 
Synthesis

30-35% Craft and Structure 28%

Expression of Ideas 28% Expression of Ideas 20%

Standard English 
Conventions 

23% Standard English 
Conventions 

26%

Additional Information

Passage (Set) Word 
Count

400-750 Passage (Set) Word 
Count

25-150



Digital SAT Test Design
Math

58 total questions
2 sections – calculator and no calculator

44 total questions
1 section – with calculator

80 total minutes (1.38 min/question) 70 total minutes (1.59 min/question)

Discrete and set based questions
Multiple-choice (≈78%)

Student-produced response (≈22%)

Discrete questions
Four-option multiple-choice (≈75%)
Student-produced response (≈25%)

New
Digital SAT

Past years:
Paper-based SAT

NOTE: To support reliability and comparability of scores, the number of 
questions and timing are increased for the accommodated paper-based 
form



SAT Domain Distribution
Math
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2023 Digital

Algebra 33% Algebra 35%

Problem-solving & 
Data Analysis

29% Problem-solving & 
Data Analysis

15%

Advanced Math 28% Advanced Math 35%

Additional Topics 
(Geometry)

10% Geometry 15%

Additional Information

Items in Context 100% (unofficial) Items in Context 30%



Digital SAT Suite Math Section: Distribution of 
MC and SPR Question Formats
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- Assessment Framework for the Digital SAT Suite (College Board, 2023)



Digital SAT and PSAT:
Multi-Stage Adaptive

Multi-Stage Adaptive Testing (MST)
(SAT and PSAT)

Test Delivery Sets of questions (called modules)
Adaptive Based on how students perform in the 

previous module
Navigation Students can review items within a 

module
Test Length Supports shorter test lengths



Digital SAT and PSAT:
Two Modules per Section

Module 1
Students are given a 
broad mix of easy, 
medium, and hard 
questions.

Module 2
Students are given a 
targeted mix of questions of 
varying difficulty based on 
their performance in 
Module 1.

Student’s 
Score for 

that 
Section:

Historical 
scale score, 
but based 

on IRT 
parameters 
and pattern 

scoring
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Constructs

Reading and Writing: literacy achievement relative to core college and career 
readiness requirements in English language arts as well as in the academic 
disciplines of literature, history/social studies, the humanities, and science.
“To be successful on the Reading and Writing section, students must be able to 
• demonstrate understanding of information and ideas in texts across a range of 

academic disciplines and complexities aligned with college and career readiness 
requirements. 

• effectively evaluate the craft and structure of texts, including demonstrating 
understanding and proficient use of high-utility academic vocabulary in context. 

• revise the expression of ideas in texts to enhance communicative power in 
accordance with specified rhetorical goals. 

• edit texts in accordance with Standard English conventions in order to meet 
academic and workplace expectations regarding the use of standardized 
expression”

- Assessment Framework for the Digital SAT Suite (College Board, 2023)
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Constructs

Math: math achievement relative to core college and career readiness 
requirements 
“To be successful on the Math section, students must be able to 
• analyze, fluently solve, interpret, and create linear equations and inequalities as 

well as analyze and fluently solve systems of equations using multiple techniques. 
(Algebra) 

• demonstrate attainment of skills and knowledge central for successful 
progression to more advanced math courses, including analyzing, fluently solving, 
interpreting, and creating equations, including absolute value, quadratic, 
exponential, polynomial, rational, radical, and other nonlinear equations, as well 
as analyzing and fluently solving systems of linear and nonlinear equations in two 
variables. (Advanced Math) 

• apply quantitative reasoning about ratios, rates, and proportional relationships; 
understand and apply unit rate; and analyze and interpret one- and two-variable 
data. (Problem-Solving and Data Analysis) 

• solve problems that focus on perimeter, area, and volume; angles, triangles, and 
trigonometry; and circles. (Geometry and Trigonometry [SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, and 
PSAT 10] / Geometry [PSAT 8/9])

- Assessment Framework for the Digital SAT Suite (College Board, 2023)
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Concordance and Vertical Scale

“The digital SAT launched internationally in March 2023. Rigorous 
concordance and vertical scaling studies confirm that scores from 
the digital SAT can be used in the same manner as scores from the 
paper and pencil SAT.”

- College Board Digital SAT Suite Concordance and Vertical Scaling Studies 
(College Board, 2023)
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Digital SAT Suite of Assessments Vertical Scale

18



What criteria were used to establish 
concordance?

• Students would score the same on the historical paper-based 
SAT and the digital version

• Variability of scores would be the same
• Students rank order would be nearly identical          

(correlation >0.866)
• Students perform similarly for critical subgroups

• Considered mean, standard deviation and correlation

19



Public Concordance Results
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• Section means and standard deviations are essentially equal across two versions
• Total score means are essentially equal across the two versions
• Total score standard deviation is slightly different
• Correlations are high for both sections and total score

Conclusion: Scores from the digital SAT can be used in the same manner as scores from 
the historical paper-based version
     
 -College Board Digital SAT Suite Concordance and Vertical Scaling Studies (College Board, 2023)



Sample Items
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22
- Assessment Framework for the Digital SAT Suite (College Board, 2023)
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- Assessment Framework for the Digital SAT Suite (College Board, 2023)
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- Assessment Framework for the Digital SAT Suite (College Board, 2023)
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- Assessment Framework for the Digital SAT Suite (College Board, 2023)
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