From: Medler, Lisa <Medler_L@cde.state.co.us> 
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2022 12:32 PM
Subject: Accountability Contacts Update (Oct 2022)

Hello Accountability Contacts - I hope your autumn is pleasant.  Honestly, I am picturing many of you trying to stay focused on supporting schools in between “fun” activities like managing Halloween parades, sports events and Homecoming. Just a few updates from our corner of the world about UIP submissions, finalization of the 2022 plan types and 2023 accountability targets.

Before jumping into the details, I wanted to thank you all for your patience and professionalism with the release of the transitional frameworks.  The team has been zig-zagging the state trying to work directly with districts to interpret data; we have seen firsthand that it has not been an easy thing to flip on that accountability switch in light of the last few years.  Thanks again for your hard work and please continue to reach out with questions and requests for assistance.

UIP Submission
The UIP posting and submission deadline of October 25th is approaching quickly.  If you need support accessing or navigating the system, please reach out to the School Improvement and Planning team for support.  Please be aware the CDE Identity Management System will be undergoing maintenance on Saturday (10/15), making the online UIP (and other CDE-supported systems) inaccessible for the day.  We wanted to share this information as it may impact online access with a short window before the UIP submission deadline.

If a school or district is participating in Request to Reconsider or is newly identified (i.e., Priority Improvement/Turnaround - Y0, ESEA Comprehensive Support), you are eligible for an extension to submit your plan until January 17, 2023. You must request this extension by making a selection in the online UIP system.  Directions for making this selection can be found here. 

Process for Finalizing 2022 Transitional Frameworks and Accreditation Contracts
School Accreditation. Thank you for submitting the School Accreditation and Request to Reconsider form this past September. For all districts and schools not participating in a request to reconsider, the ratings that were submitted through this process will be finalized during the November State Board of Education meeting.

Request to Reconsider. For those districts and schools participating in request to reconsider, your final evidence must be submitted in the “Request To Reconsider” tab within the Accreditation Portal (available in the UIP online system) by October 25th. Districts with schools eligible for expedited clock adjustment requests do not need to submit additional materials for review. For more information about what meets a condition for a request, go to the request to reconsider website. Once requests have been submitted, CDE will contact districts with an update on the status of their request.  All sites participating in a request to reconsider will have their ratings finalized by the state board during the December meeting.  For more information or for support, contact Aislinn Walsh (walsh_a@cde.state.co.us). 

District Accreditation Contracts. After all ratings for the district have been finalized in December, the district will receive a link to the district accreditation contract via DocuSign for signatures by the superintendent and the local board president. Districts accredited with Improvement, Priority Improvement or Turnaround must sign annually. Once completed, the final 2022 district accreditation contract will be posted on the CDE website.

2023 Accountability Targets
While we are still wrapping our heads around the 2022 Transitional Frameworks, the State Board of Education is preparing to consider the 2023 accountability targets.  This is an annual process that occurs in the fall to give districts a sense of where to aim before the next year’s frameworks.  The state board routinely considers adjustments to the performance indicators (i.e., achievement, growth, postsecondary workforce readiness) and overall targets for the plan types (i.e., Distinction, Accredited/Performance, Improvement, Priority Improvement, Turnaround).  Next year will likely see new measures added to the frameworks for informational purposes in 2023, and then for points in 2024 (e.g., Science achievement, On Track Growth,  new PWR measures).  The state board is scheduled to vote on 2023 targets at the November meeting.  You can see a CDE presentation (3:06) and supporting materials from the October 12 meeting.

Thanks, Lisa and the Accountability & Continuous Improvement Team


