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 WHAT 
The Local Food Program offers selected School Food Authorities (SFAs) a reimbursement for the purchase of Colorado grown, raised, or processed products. This program encourages SFAs to procure local products, foster nutrition education, bolster farm to child nutrition activities, and support Colorado producers and farmers. 
Available funding will be distributed as a reimbursement to SFAs that are selected during the application process. CDE will prioritize SFAs that:  

· Demonstrate a commitment to local purchasing or food and agricultural education;

· Have a kitchen with the ability to store, prepare, and serve local food products; 

· Successfully participated in the Local Food Program during SY 21-22

· Have greater than 25% of its students eligible for free or reduced-price meals.

The amount of reimbursement received is contingent on the number of sponsors that are selected and the total number of lunches served the previous year. Reimbursements must accrue to the sponsor’s nonprofit school food service account.
WHY 
The Local Food Program will give youth access to nutritious, high quality, local food so they can excel in the classroom. The program also creates an important financial opportunity for farmers, ranchers, food processors and food manufacturers by connecting them with school nutrition programs. When SFAs procure products that are sourced from Colorado, they are helping to create new jobs and strengthen the local economy.

WHO

SFAs that participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) are eligible to apply for this opportunity. An eligible SFA is:

· A School District;

· A Board of Cooperative Services (BOCES) that operates a public school;

· A Charter School; or

· A Residential Child Care Institution.

For more information contact: 
Becca Boone at boone_r@cde.state.co.us
To learn more about farm to child nutrition visit:

https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/nutrifarmtoschool 
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Start Tracking Local Purchases Now


SFAs that are interested should implement a process to separate local food purchases from other food purchases (e.g., designate a food cost code to local food purchasing, such as 0639).





TIMELINE


March 7, 2022


Application Opens





March 31, 2022 @ 2:00 PM


Informational Webinar





April 15, 2022


Application Deadline 





May 2, 2022


SFAs Selected 


October 2022


Reimbursement Distributed





Ongoing


SFAs track and report local purchases




















 








