[image: ]




Funding Opportunity


[bookmark: _Toc456084078]Applications Due: Friday, September 7, 2018 by 11:59 pm
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	BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus

Pursuant to Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Title III, Part A 











For Program Questions:
Morgan Cox, Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Education
303-866-6784 | Cox_M@cde.state.co.us    

For Budget/Fiscal Questions:
Robert Hawkins, Grants Fiscal Management
303-866-6775 | Hawkins_R@cde.state.co.us 
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For Application Questions:
Anna Young, Competitive Grants and Awards
303-866-6250 | Young_A@cde.state.co.us 
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BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity 
Due by: Friday, September 7, 2018 by 11:59 pm

[bookmark: _Toc512355439]Purpose
Title III of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires ongoing professional learning for educators of English learners (ELs). This funding opportunity is an attempt to provide small and/or rural local education agencies (LEAs) with an opportunity to develop regionally appropriate professional development to help meet the PD requirements under ESSA Title III.

Funds must be used to provide high-quality, effective professional learning to classroom teachers, principals, instructional staff, and administrators that is:
· designed to improve the instruction and assessment of ELs; 
· designed to enhance the ability of educators to understand and implement curricula, assessments, and instructional strategies for ELs; 
· effective in increasing English language proficiency or substantially increasing the subject matter knowledge, teaching knowledge, and teaching skills of teachers of ELs; and 
· of sufficient intensity and duration to have a positive and lasting impact on the teachers’ performance in the classroom. 

For more information, visit the Colorado Department of Education’s Title III website.

[bookmark: _Toc512355440]Eligible Applicants
Board of Cooperative Services (BOCES) that are currently administering Title III funds from FY 2017-18 are eligible to apply. BOCES may apply on behalf of their member districts, but may also invite other districts within their region to participate in this funding opportunity. Multiple BOCES may also apply as a BOCES Consortium. If applying as a BOCES Consortium, one BOCES must be designated as the fiscal agent in order to receive funds from the CDE. Applications will not be accepted from individual districts. 

[bookmark: _Toc512355441]Priority
Available funding will be distributed to BOCES with districts demonstrating high need based on Priority Criteria. Priority will be given to the following:
· BOCES with districts/schools identified for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CS), Targeted Support and Improvement (TS) or Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATS) under ESSA.
· BOCES that include districts in their proposal beyond the BOCES’ current district membership and/or current Title III grantees. 

[bookmark: _Toc512355442]Available Funds 
Approximately $113,000 is available for the 2018-2019 school year. CDE anticipates to award grants for one year, with the option of continuing funding into a second year (2019-2020). Funding in subsequent years for grantees is contingent upon continued appropriations and upon grantees meeting all fiscal and reporting requirements. See the “Duration of Grant” section below for more information. 

[bookmark: _Toc512355443]Allowable Use of Funds
BOCES may use funds for one or more of the following activities:
· Development of at least 45 hours of professional learning designed to increase educator knowledge of instructing English learners
· Costs associated with providing at least 45 hours of professional learning;
· Costs associated with trainer of trainer professional learning
· Professional learning tuition, fees, and/or training program costs;
· Professional learning books and/or materials;
· Stipends for participating educators;
· Travel reimbursement for attending professional learning;
· Substitutes for educators who attend professional learning;
· Purchase of technology associated with making professional learning available in an online format; and
· Other costs associated with professional learning.

Funding for one-day events and/or national conferences must be pre-approved by CDE. 

If an applicant chooses to apply for only professional learning planning in Year 1, the funds awarded should be used to conduct a needs analysis to identify school and district needs, as it relates to student outcomes and educator opportunities, and should guide goal development for the professional learning implementation in Year 2. 

Grant funds must be used to supplement and not supplant any federal, state, and local money that is currently being used to provide professional learning or to cover the same professional learning activities that an applicant has provided in the past.

[bookmark: _Toc512355444]Duration of Grant
Grants will be awarded for a one-year term beginning in the 2018-2019 fiscal year. Applicants may apply for either professional development planning, OR professional development planning and implementation in 2018-2019. CDE anticipates providing the option of continued funding in 2019-2020. However, funded applicants for the 2018-2019 school year are not guaranteed any additional funding beyond the 2018-2019 year at this time. Funds from this grant must be expended by June 30, 2019. 

[bookmark: _Toc512355445]Evaluation and Reporting
Each grantee that receives a grant through the BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity is required to report, at a minimum, the following information to the CDE on or before September 30, 2019 and on or before September 30, 2020 (if the applicant requests funds over two years):
· Number of districts impacted by the grant;
· Number of educators who benefitted from the grant;
· The details of the professional learning, including identified participants as well content/frequency/duration of courses, programs, etc.;
· The professional development hours completed by listed participants and the provider of the professional development (if implementing in Year 1); 
· An annual financial report that includes the amount of grant funding dedicated toward allowable expenses, including fees, training programs, books, and/or materials on behalf of educators; and
· The expected impact of the additional training and education on the achievement of ELs.

See Attachment B for the 2019 End-of Year Report Questions. 

[bookmark: _Toc512355446]Data Privacy
CDE takes seriously its obligation to protect the privacy of student Personally Identifiable Information (PII) collected, used, shared, and stored. PII will not be collected through BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity. All program evaluation data will be collected in the aggregate and will be used, shared, and stored in compliance with CDE’s privacy and security policies and procedures.

Please note: Documents submitted must not contain any personally identifiable student or educator information including names, identification numbers, or anything that could identify an individual. All data should be referenced/included in the aggregate and the aggregate counts should be redacted to remove small numbers under 16 for students or 5 for educators.

[bookmark: _Toc512355447]Technical Assistance
An application training webinar will be held on Monday, June 11, 2018 from 11 am-12 pm. Register for this technical assistance via Eventbrite at https://bocestitleIIIwebinar.eventbrite.com. If you have questions or issues regarding registration, please email CompetitiveGrants@cde.state.co.us.
 
If interested in applying for this funding opportunity, please submit the Intent to Apply (see Attachment A) via SurveyMonkey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BOCESTitleIIIPDgrant by Friday, June 15, 2018 by 11:59 pm.

[bookmark: _Toc512355448]Review Process and Timeline
Applications will be reviewed by CDE staff and peer reviewers to ensure they contain all required components. Applicants will be notified of final award status no later than September 30, 2018.

Note: This is a competitive process – applicants must score at least 70 points out of the 100 possible points to be approved for funding. Applications that score below 70 points may be asked to submit revisions that would bring the application up to a fundable level. There is no guarantee that submitting an application will result in funding or funding at the requested level. All award decisions are final. Applicants who do not meet the qualifications may reapply for future grant opportunities.

[bookmark: _Toc512355449]Submission Process and Deadline
An electronic copy of the application (in PDF format) and electronic budget (in Excel format) must be submitted to CompetitiveGrants@cde.state.co.us by Friday, September 7, 2018 by 11:59 pm. 

The electronic version should include all required components of the application as one document. Please attach the electronic budget workbook in Excel format as a separate document. Faxes will not be accepted. Incomplete or late applications will not be considered. 

If you do not receive an email confirmation of receipt of your application within 24 hours of the deadline, please email CompetitiveGrants@cde.state.co.us. Application materials and budget are available for download on the CDE website at http://www.cde.state.co.us/fedprograms/tiii/index. 

Submit the electronic copy of the application and electronic budget to: CompetitiveGrants@cde.state.co.us
By: Friday, September 7, 2018 by 11:59 pm






[bookmark: _Toc512355450]

Application Format
· The total narrative (Sections A-D) of the application cannot exceed 7 pages. Please see below for the required elements of the application. Note: Applications that exceed 7 pages will not be reviewed.
· All pages must be standard letter size, 8-1/2” x 11” using 12-point font and single-spaced with 1-inch margins and numbered pages.
· The signature pages must include original signatures of the lead organization/fiscal agent.

[bookmark: _Toc512355451]Required Elements
The format outlined below must be followed in order to assure consistent application of the evaluation criteria. See evaluation rubric for specific selection criteria needed in Part II (pages 11-14).
 	
Part I:	Application Introduction (not scored):
Part IA: Cover Page – Applicant Information
Part IB: Recipient District Information
Part IC: Program Assurances Form

Part II:	Narrative:
Section A: Executive Summary
Section B: Needs Assessment
Section C: Professional Development Plan
Section D: Budget Narrative and Electronic Budget



BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity 
Due by: Friday, September 7, 2018 by 11:59 pm

[bookmark: _Toc512355452]Part IA: Cover Page – Applicant Information
	Lead BOCES Information

	BOCES Name:
	
	BOCES Code:
	

	Mailing Address:
	
	DUNS #:
	

	Recipient Districts
(List all districts impacted by this funding – additional rows may be added)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	BOCES Authorized Representative Information

	Name:
	
	Title:
	

	Telephone:
	
	E-mail:
	

	Signature:
	

	BOCES Program Contact Information

	Name:
	
	Title:
	

	Telephone:
	
	E-mail:
	

	Signature:
	

	BOCES Fiscal Manager Information

	Name:
	

	Telephone:
	
	E-mail:
	

	Signature:
	

	Funding Request

	Select which type of funding you are applying for in 2018-2019:
	|_| PD Planning and Implementation (Applicant plans to implement proposed PD in 2018-2019)

|_| PD Planning only (Applicant plans to apply for PD Implementation in 2019-2020)

	Amount of Funding 
Requested for 2018-2019:
	$ 



Note: If grant is approved, funding will not be awarded until all signatures are in place. Please attempt to obtain all signatures before submitting the application.


[bookmark: _Toc512355453]Part IB: Recipient District Information
Complete and attach after Part IA: Cover Page. If needed, additional copies of this page should be attached in order to include each participating district.
	District Information

	District Name:
	

	District Code:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Superintendent Information

	Name:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Signature:
	


	
	District Information

	District Name:
	

	District Code:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Superintendent Information

	Name:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Signature:
	


	
	District Information

	District Name:
	

	District Code:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Superintendent Information

	Name:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Signature:
	



	District Information

	District Name:
	

	District Code:
	

	Mailing Address:
	

	Superintendent Information

	Name:
	

	Telephone:
	

	Email:
	

	Signature:
	




[bookmark: _Toc512355454]Part IC: Program Assurances Form
The appropriate Authorized Representatives must sign below to indicate their approval of the contents of the application BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity, and the receipt of program funds.

	On
	(date)
	, 2018, the Board of
	BOCES


hereby agrees to the following assurances:

1) The grantee will annually provide the Colorado Department of Education the evaluation information required in the End-of-Year Report (Attachment B) of the Funding Opportunity application.
2) The grantee will work with and provide requested data to CDE for BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity within the time frames specified.
3) The grantee will not discriminate against anyone regarding race, gender, national origin, color, disability, or age.
4) Funds will be used to supplement and not supplant any funds currently being used to provide professional development activities under ESSA Title III and grant dollars will be administered by the appropriate fiscal agent.
5) Funded projects will maintain appropriate fiscal and program records and that fiscal audits of this program will be conducted by the grantees as a part of their regular audits.
6) If any findings of misuse of these funds are discovered, project funds will be returned to CDE.
7) The grantee will maintain sole responsibility for the project even though subcontractors may be used to perform certain services.

The Colorado Department of Education may terminate a grant award upon thirty (30) days’ notice if it is deemed by CDE that the applicant is not fulfilling the requirements of the funded program as specified in the approved project application, or if the program is generating less than satisfactory results.

Project modifications and changes in the approved budget must be requested in writing and be approved in writing by the CDE before modifications are made to the expenditures. Please contact Marti Rodriguez (303-866-6769 | Rodriguez_M@cde.state.co.us) Morgan Cox, (303-866-6784 | Cox_M@cde.state.co.us) for any modifications.



	
	
	

	Name of BOCES Board President

	
	Signature

	
	
	

	Name of BOCES Executive Director
	
	Signature








BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity 
Due by: Friday, September 7, 2018 by 11:59 pm
[bookmark: _Toc512355455]Application Scoring
CDE Use Only

	Part I:
	Application Introduction
	No Points

	Part II:
	Narrative
	

	
	Section A:
	Executive Summary
	/10

	
	Section B:
	Needs Assessment
	/25

	
	Section C:
	Professional Development Plan
	/45

	
	Section D:
	Budget Narrative and Electronic Budget
	/20

	Total:
	/100



GENERAL COMMENTS: Please indicate support for scoring by including overall strengths and weaknesses. These comments will be provided to applicants with their final scores.

Strengths:
· 
· 

Weaknesses:
· 
· 

Required Changes:
· 
· 



	RECOMMENDATION:
	Funded
	
	
	Funded with Changes
	
	
	Not Funded
	












	


[bookmark: _Toc512355456]Selection Criteria and Evaluation Rubric
Part I: Application Introduction (No Points)
Cover Pages and Assurances
Complete applicant information and program assurances and include as the first pages of the application.

Part II: Narrative (100 Points)
The following criteria will be used by reviewers to evaluate the application as a whole. In order for the application to be recommended for funding, it must receive at least 70 points out of the 100 possible points and all required elements must be addressed. An application that receives a score of 0 on any required elements will not be funded.

	Section A: Executive Summary
	Not Addressed or Met No Criteria

(information not provided)
	Met One Criterion 

(requires additional clarification)
	Met All Criteria 

(concise and thoroughly developed, high quality response)

	1) Provide a brief description of the proposed funding.  The executive summary must be no more than 500 words and convey the following criteria:
· The type of funding applied for (planning only or planning and implementation;
· The need for funding;
· Types of professional development planned; and
· Major goals of the professional development.
	0
	5
	10

	Reviewer Comments:





	Total:
	/10



	Section B: Needs Assessment
	Not Addressed or Met No Criteria

(information not provided)
	Met One Criterion 

(requires additional clarification)
	Met All Criteria 

(concise and thoroughly developed, high quality response)

	1) Describe the current structures for supporting professional learning for educators of English learners (ELs), as required by Title III of the ESSA. Describe how these structures will be improved by this funding opportunity.
	0
	3
	5

	2) Identify specific gaps or weaknesses in the achievement of English learners (ELs) to be addressed by the proposed professional learning. Be sure to include any relevant data, including the data used to identify these gaps/weakness for any participating district. Attach data as necessary (does not count toward page limit).
	0
	5
	10

	3) Describe how the BOCES has garnered support from participating districts and their schools. Include letters of commitment from any participating districts as an attachment (does not count toward page limit). 
	0
	5
	10

	Reviewer Comments:





	Total:
	/25



	Section C: Professional Development Plan
	Not Addressed or Met No Criteria

(information not provided)
	Met One Criterion 

(requires additional clarification)
	Met All Criteria 

(concise and thoroughly developed, high quality response)

	1) Identify the number of educators who will be served under this program, including all teachers, principals, instructional staff, and administrators. Identify any participants who currently have a Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Education (CLDE) endorsement. 
	0
	3
	5

	2) Answer the following question according to which funding you are applying for (either professional learning planning only or professional learning planning and implementation).

FOR PROFFESSIONAL LEARNING PLANNING ONLY:
Provide an overview of how professional development will be planned and developed, including:
a) who will be engaged in the planning and how/why they were selected; 
b) who will be engage in the development of the professional learning;
c) description of the professional learning of each course/unit;
d) how the BOCES anticipates planning the structure, content, frequency, and duration of the professional learning;
e) Associated timelines for 2018-2019 professional learning.

FOR PROFFESSIONAL LEARNING PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION:
Provide an overview of the professional development plan. Include: 
a) description of the professional learning of each course/unit;
b) who will be providing professional learning and how/why they were selected;
c) how core content teachers will be targeted/prioritized to attend professional learning (core content endorsed teachers identifies core content teachers as anyone holding a Colorado professional educator license and endorsement in math, science, social studies, English language arts, or elementary);
d) when the professional learning will occur, including major dates;
e) frequency and dosage of Professional learning; and 
f) specific PD courses, training programs, curricula, certificates, etc.
	0
	5
	10

	3) Describe how the professional learning will be:
a) designed to improve the instruction and assessment of ELs; 
b) designed to enhance the ability of educators to understand and implement curricula, assessments, and instructional strategies for ELs; 
c) effective in increasing English language proficiency or substantially increasing the subject matter knowledge, teaching knowledge, and teaching skills of teachers of ELs; and 
d) of sufficient intensity and duration to have a positive and lasting impact on the teachers’ performance in the classroom. 
	0
	5
	10

	4) Describe how the competencies of the CLDE endorsement that are aligned with Colorado’s required 45 hours of professional development will be included in the professional learning plan:
a) Foundations of Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CLD) Education
· be knowledgeable, understand, and be able to apply the major theories, concepts and research related to culture, diversity and equity in order to support academic access and opportunity for CLD student populations; 
· be knowledgeable, understand, and be able to use progress monitoring in conjunction with formative and summative assessments to support student learning.
b) First and Second Language Acquisition
· understand and implement strategies and select materials to aid in English language and content learning; 
· be knowledgeable, understand, and be able to apply the major theories, concepts and research related to culture, diversity and equity in order to support academic access and opportunity for CLD student populations.
c) Literacy Development for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students
· be knowledgeable, understand, and be able to apply the major theories, concepts and research related to literacy development for CLD students; 
· understand and implement strategies and select materials to aid in English language and content learning.
d) Teaching Strategies: Methods, Materials and Assessment for Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Students
· be knowledgeable, understand and be able to use the major theories, concepts and research related to language acquisition and language;
· development for CLD students; 
· be knowledgeable, understands, and be able to use progress monitoring in conjunction with formative and summative assessments to support student learning.
	0
	5
	10

	5) Describe how the BOCES will sustain the learning to make lasting impacts on the achievement of ELs in the associated region and/or state of Colorado.
	0
	3
	5

	6) Describe how professional learning is being developed and delivered to sustain teacher quality, EL student outcomes, and educator retention (if applicable) at the BOCES and/or district level once the grant has ended. 
	0
	3
	5

	Reviewer Comments:





	Total:
	/45



	Section D: Budget Narrative and Electronic Budget
· Electronic Budget Spreadsheet does not count toward page limit.
· Budget Narrative is included in the page limit.
	Not Addressed or Met No Criteria

(information not provided)
	Met One Criterion 

(requires additional clarification)
	Met All Criteria 

(concise and thoroughly developed, high quality response)

	1) Complete and attach the Budget Spreadsheet (Excel file). List costs of the proposed professional development that are reasonable, necessary and are calculated to show how amounts are determined. The budget should be sufficient in relation to the objectives, design, scope, and sustainability of professional learning activities and demonstrate how funds will be used for supplementary services.
	0
	5
	10

	2) In addition to submitting the electronic budget, include a Budget Narrative (included in the page limit) in a narrative format that addresses the following criteria:
· Provide an explanation that summarizes the proposed uses of grant funds by budget category and is tied to the Professional Learning Plan (Section C).  
· Include the cost of the instructional and student support program that the applicant plans to implement using the grant funds.
	0
	3
	5

	3) Describe how the funds awarded under the grant will be used to supplement the funds available for authorized professional learning activities and will not supplant federal, state, local, or non-federal funds.
	0
	3
	5

	Reviewer Comments:






	Total
	/20




[bookmark: _Toc512355457]Attachment A - Intent to Apply
The Intent to Apply for BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity is due Friday, June 15, 2018 by 11:59 pm. Submit online via SurveyMonkey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BOCESTitleIIIPDgrant. Below is a screenshot of the information requested in the Intent to Apply. 



[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc512355458]

Attachment B – End-of-Year Reporting Questions
Each grantee that receives a grant through the BOCES Title III Professional Learning Focus Funding Opportunity is required to report, at a minimum, the following information to the CDE on or before September 30, 2019 and on or before September 30, 2020 (if the applicant requests funds over two years):
· Number of districts impacted by the grant;
· Number of educators who benefitted from the grant;
· The details of the professional learning, including identified participants and content/frequency/duration of courses, programs, etc.;
· The professional development hours completed by listed participants and the provider of the professional development (if implementing in Year 1); 
· An annual financial report that includes the amount of funding dedicated toward allowable expenses, including fees, training programs, books, and/or materials on behalf of educators; and
· The expected impact of the additional training and education on the achievement of ELs.

Submit End-of-Year Reporting Questions to Morgan Cox (Cox_M@cde.state.co.us). 
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