Individual Learning Plans in Preschool
Suggested Process for Developing Individual Learning Plans
The Individual Learning Plan (ILP) is intended to be a useful tool for teachers to use
in planning for children and in working with families rather than a static document
stored in a file rarely referenced. The ILP will be most useful to families and teachers
if developed early in the school year.
Family input is crucial to developing a useful plan. It is recommended that
information from families be obtained through interviews as well as through a
written preschool application. The information obtained from the interview and/or
written application will include information about the child’s interests, family
background and culture as well as developmental concerns the parents may have.
Many families may feel less comfortable sharing information on a written
application than they do visiting with the early childhood teacher or program
director in a face to face visit.
A developmental screening should be conducted prior to each child’s entry into the
preschool classroom. The developmental screening will provide both the family and
the early childhood classroom with important information regarding the child’s
strengths and needs.
Using information obtained from the family interview and developmental screening,
the early childhood teacher and family work together to establish priorities for the
child’s preschool education in the form of goals. Examples of goals might include
“playing well with other children”, “learning the alphabet”, “listening to and taking
direction from adults”. These goals will usually align easily to assessment objectives
such as those from GOLD® by Teaching Strategies. Usually it is best to limit the ILP to
three to five achievable goals.
Individual Learning Plan Goal
Play well with other children.
Learn the alphabet.
Listening to and taking direction from
adults.

GOLD® Objective
3. Participates cooperatively and
constructively in group situations.
16. Demonstrates knowledge of the
alphabet.
8. Listens to and understands
increasingly complex language. B.
Follows directions

It is not recommended that goals for the ILP be simply chosen from a list of Results
Matter assessment objectives as it is important to customize the plan to each child’s
strengths and needs. For this reason it is a better process to develop the goals first,
and then align them to the assessment objectives as appropriate.
The following pages provide a flow chart for how ILPs form and develop through the
year, and reports for summarizing the information for families are highlighted.

Individual Learning Plans
Children enrolled in state
funded preschool are expected
to have an Individual Learning
Plan (ILP) that is informed by
ongoing assessment of
developmental and academic
progress as well as input from
families. The ILP sets desired
outcomes or next steps for the
child, specific strategies or
supports that the child may
need and may also include
transition strategies for
children who will be moving on
to kindergarten.
CPP statute requires that an
Individual teaching plan is
developed for each child. (2228-108 (1) (b) (IV) C.R.S. and
C.C.R.6.04) The plan shall
include identification of the
child’s needs in the following
areas: language, cognition,
gross motor, fine motor, social
skills/self-esteem.
Colorado Achievement Plan for
Kids or “CAP4K” legislation
requires that each child in a
publicly funded preschool and
kindergarten program have an
Individual School Readiness
(ISR) plan that is informed by
ongoing assessment of a
child’s progress in
developmental and academic
domains. The Individual
School Readiness plan is the
same as an ILP.
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The initial Individual Learning Plan may be something you create to capture families’ goals and wishes for their children,
or it may be a formal document. It is the starting point before school begins to help keep you on track for the first
checkpoint.

After each checkpoint period the child’s progress on his/her ILP can be summarized and shared with families through the
use of customized reports.
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One simple report is the Individual Child Report through GOLD®. Create the report using only those GOLD® objectives
which align to the three to five achievable goals set in the child’s ILP. The report should not exceed one page in length
making it easier for families to understand the information you are sharing.
Sample Individual Child Report to share child’s progress with family:

GOLD® also offers the option to create a more formal Individual Learning Plan, which includes supports the child needs
and fields for families to add comments and suggestions.
Each family conference provides an opportunity to revisit and revise the child’s ILP if needed. A child may have reached
the goals originally set or additional needs may have become apparent to the teacher or family since the plan’s creation.
Preschoolers Enrolled in Special Education
In addition to an ILP, preschoolers with disabilities will need to have a separate Individualized Education Program (IEP)
according to federal requirements within the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). IEPs should inform the
individual learning plan such that general educators and special educators can effectively collaborate to meet the
learning needs of children with disabilities, and the Individual Learning Plan for students with disabilities should provide
appropriate connections to the child’s IEP.
The Individual Learning Plans should be created through collaboration between teachers (general education and when
appropriate, special education), families, and caregivers. Learning plans should address the preschool standards, as
appropriate, and the knowledge and skill areas in which a student needs assistance to make progress.
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Sample Individual Learning Plan:
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