
 

GRANT ATTACHMENT 13 

 

Registration of Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) Number and Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) 

in the System for Award Management (SAM) 

 

The U.S. Department of Education (Education) Grants Management System (G5) disburses payments via 

the U.S. Department of Treasury (Treasury).  The U.S. Treasury requires that we include your Tax Payer 

Identification Number (TIN) with each payment.   Therefore, in order to do business with Education you 

must have a registered Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)* and TIN number with the SAM, the U.S. Federal 

Government’s primary registrant database.  If the payee UEI number is different than your grantee UEI 

number, both numbers must be registered in the SAM. Failure to do so will delay the receipt of payments 

from Education. 

A TIN is an identification number used by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) in the administration of tax 

laws. It is issued either by the Social Security Administration (SSA) or by the IRS. A Social Security 

number (SSN) is issued by the SSA whereas all other TINs are issued by the IRS. 

The following are all considered TINs according to the IRS. 

• Social Security Number "SSN"  

• Employer Identification Number "EIN"  

• Individual Taxpayer Identification Number "ITIN"  

• Taxpayer Identification Number for Pending U.S. Adoptions "ATIN"  

• Preparer Taxpayer Identification Number "PTIN"  

If your UEI number is not currently registered with the SAM, you can easily register by going to 

www.sam.gov.  Please allow 3-5 business days to complete the registration process.  If you need a new 

TIN, please allow 2-5 weeks for your TIN to become active.  If you need assistance during the 

registration process, you may contact the SAM Federal Service Desk at 866-606-8220.  

If you are currently registered with SAM, you may not have to make any changes.  However, please take 

the time to validate that the TIN associated with your UEI is correct.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the G5 Hotline at 888-336-8930. 

*Currently, ED uses the Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number, assigned by Dun and 

Bradstreet, INC.to uniquely identify business entities, as the UEI. 
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https://www.irs.gov/Individuals/International-Taxpayers/Taxpayer-Identification-Numbers-TIN
https://www.sam.gov/



