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 Information for parents and communities

 Did my child meet the state standards on CMAS?

 How is my child doing compared to other students in his or her grade?

 How are schools and districts doing in preparing students for academic  
success?

 Information educators need to help improve instruction.

 Information for charter authorizers to evaluate program.

 Identification of districts and schools in need of support.

 Recognition of high performing systems so others may learn  
from them.



 Legislative declaration § 22-30.5-102, C.R.S.

 To improve student learning by creating schools with rigorous  
performance standards.

 To promote data analysis and participation in state assessments.

 To encourage the formation of research-based charter schools that  
use programs proven to be effective.

 To hold charter schools accountable for performance through the  
“Education Accountability Act of 2009.”

 Charter application requirements § 22-30.5-106, C.R.S.

 Charter authorizer oversight § 22-30.5-110, C.R.S.



Colorado Measures of Academic  

Success (CMAS)

Math & ELA**

CoAlt: Math &  

ELA (DLM)**

Colorado  

Spanish  

Language Arts  

(CSLA)***

Science** &  

Social Studies*

CoAlt: Science**  

& Social  

Studies*

WIDA:ACCESS

2.0 for ELLs**

National  

Assessment of  

Educational  

Progress  

(NAEP)****

& International  

Assessments

CO PSAT & SAT

SAT

(11th Grade)**

* Required by Colorado law

** Required by Colorado and federal law

*** Allowed by Colorado law

**** Not administered in Colorado in 2018

PSAT 10

(10th Grade)*

PSAT 8/9

(9th Grade)*



Assessment Grade(s) Windows

ACCESS for ELLs® K-12 January 8 - February 9, 2018

CMAS and CoAlt: Social
Studies 4 and 71

April 9 - 27, 2018

CMAS and CoAlt: Science 5, 8, 11 April 9 - 27, 2018

CMAS: Math and ELA (CSLA2) 3-8 April 9 - 27, 2018

CoAlt: DLM ELA and Math 3-11 Aligned to CMAS: Math and ELA schedule

CO PSAT 9, 10

April 10, 11 or 12, 2018
April 11 - 20, 2018: Make-up window
April 10 - 17, 2018: Accommodations  

window

CO SAT 11

April 10, 2018
April 24, 2018: Make-up test date

April 10 - 13, 2018: Accommodations  
window

1 Grades 4 and 7 Social Studies will be administered on a sampling basis
2 CSLA is for eligible English learners in grades 3 and 4 only



 What’s Different?

No CMAS testing in grade 9 (now PSAT).

Consistent unit timing within grade and content area.

No standalone ELA field test units (now wrapped into the testing  
window).

Grades 3-5 math testing times reduced from four to three 60  
minute units.

Grades 6-8 math unit 1 structure now the same.



What’s Different?

Consistent unit timing within grade and content area.

High school science unit testing times reduced from 60 to 50  
minutes.

 Sample items removed from unit 1 for all science and social studies  
tests (consistent with ELA and math).

 Considerations for 2019

 The 3-year social studies sampling plan cycle will restart next year.

Decisions regarding Grade 11 Social Studies for 2019 are expected  
to be determined prior to the start of the 2018-2019 school year.



Grade Science Social Studies*

4

5

7

8

11

*Social studies will be assessed on a sampling basis for grades 4 and 7.



 Education Accountability Act of 2009

Authorizes CDE to conduct an annual review of public school and  
district performance.

Authorizes CDE to make recommendations to the State Board of  
Education concerning school improvement plans and accreditation  
categories.

 Based on the notion that every student should have an  
opportunity to receive an excellent education and graduate  
ready to succeed.

 Successful schools recognized, struggling schools identified for  
support.
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Alignment
A system to align improvement planning requirements for state and federal  
accountability into a “single” plan.

Documentation

A common format for schools and districts to document improvement  
planning efforts. Schools/districts on accountability clock must  
demonstrate a coherent plan for dramatic change and adjustments over  
time.  Reviews conducted by CDE and the State Review Panel.

Transparency
A process for including multiple voices, including staff, families and  
community representatives.  Plans are also posted publicly.

Best Practice

A statewide strategy to promote improvement planning based on best-
practice, including use of state, local data, and engagement in a continuous  
improvement cycle.

Support
A mechanism for triggering additional supports through CDE (especially for  
schools/districts on accountability clock).



 Large Scale

Accountability Act

 Title I Schoolwide

 Outcomes Identification, Programmatic, Grant Driven

Accountability Act

 ESSA Comprehensive/Targeted/Additional Targeted Support

Gifted Education

 21st CCLC

 School Improvement Funds- Title I

READ Act

Course Taking1



 Timeline Considerations

Requires all schools and districts to draft a plan annually.

Biennial flexibility for Performance schools.

 Schools with Turnaround or Priority Improvement ratings submit  
UIPs to CDE for review annually (January).

All schools (regardless of rating) submit UIPs to CDE for public  
posting (annually in April, except if eligible for biennial flex).
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