
Colorado Alternate Grade 7 Social Studies  
Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) 

 
Students demonstrate social studies concepts and skills aligned to the Grade Level Expectations and Extended 
Evidence Outcomes contained in the Colorado Academic Standards. 
 
With appropriate support, Advanced students can typically:  

 Determine appropriate questions to ask in order to learn about specific historical events 
 Compare information from multiple sources related to a significant historical event 
 Identify the best source of information regarding a historical event and use a historical event to match a source 

with a particular perspective  
 Match natural resources with ancient communities and their dwellings 
 Use a map to determine where to go for a specific purpose and to determine the direction in which to travel from 

one point to another 
 Estimate the total purchase price of an item with sales tax included 
 Recognize how supply and demand can affect price  
 Recognize rights and responsibilities of citizens 

 
With appropriate support, At Target students can typically:  

 Match artifacts with their ancient culture or location within the Eastern Hemisphere 
 Select the appropriate source of information to answer questions surrounding historical events 
 Recognize that sources have different purposes 
 Use map symbols and directionality words to locate places on a map 
 Recognize that communities were built near natural resources 
 Identify the environmental resources that influenced settlement in the Eastern Hemisphere 
 Recognize that the total purchase price of an item will increase because of sales tax  
 Identify community needs or services that are paid for by taxes 
 Differentiate between laws and rules 
 Identify the positive and negative consequences of obeying laws and rules 

 
With appropriate support, Approaching Target students can typically:  

 Recognize significant artifacts related to ancient civilizations of the Eastern Hemisphere  
 Select the appropriate source of information to answer social studies questions 
 Identify the appropriate questions to ask in order to learn more about an event or era 
 Use symbols to identify a location on a map  
 Identify reasons goods and services might go on sale 
 Identify ways in which countries and nations resolve differences 
 Recognize local laws, state laws, and federal laws and identify examples of following these laws/rules 

 
With appropriate support, Emerging students can typically:  

 Recognize artifacts 
 Identify part(s) of a map (e.g., title, key, compass rose, scale) 
 Recognize there are different types of informational resources  
 Recognize that areas have different natural resources 
 Recognize that many items have a sales tax 
 Recognize that all countries have laws 

 
An Inconclusive designation is given to students who did not respond to any items on the assessment. 
  


