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Welcome 
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● If needed, please update your 
name in zoom

● Please include name and 
organization

● Use the chat to guess this trivia 
question
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Fall Trivia Question: 

Which US state is the 
largest pumpkin grower?

California
Illinois
Virginia

 
 
 
 

Introductions 
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er 
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 Illinois alone harvested 630
million pounds. The next 5 largest

pumpkin-producing States by
weight were Indiana with 160

million pounds, California with 120
million pounds, Michigan and
Pennsylvania with 90 million

pounds each, and Virginia with 50
million pounds.

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Trivia Answ 
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WG

The Accountability Work Group (AWG) serves as an advisory 
group on policy implementation and CDE practice in support 
of federal and state accountability. This group will consider 
input from other stakeholders, when possible, in developing 
recommendations for policies and practices.
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Purpose of A 
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● Welcome and Overview

● Accountability Policy Updates
○ New Measures

○ 1241 Taskforce

● School Codes Considerations

● Providing Supports 

● Next Meeting Dates

This meeting is being recorded. Slides and 
the recording will be posted to the CDE
website. Small group breakouts are not 

recorded at this time.

Meeting Practices

Please mute your sound if you are not 
speaking. Be on screen if tech allows. 

Non-members: add your Name/Affiliation 
to the chat box. All non-AWG members 

should hold any comments until the end of 
the meeting to ensure we have sufficient 
time to address all meeting agenda items.
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Agenda 
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Accountability Timeline
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1241 Task Force 
Begins*Fall 2023

Winter 
2024

2023 Frameworks 
Released

2023 Supplemental 
Framework Report

Interim Report Due

Fall 2024
2024 Framework 

with New Measures 
for Points

Final Report Due

* Per HB23-1241

Spring 
2024

Overarching 
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• The state board voted to keep 2024 framework targets (e.g., sub-indicator
methodology, overall rating cut points) consistent with 2019 and 2023.

• Science will be re-introduced in the Achievement performance indicator.
• On Track Growth will be delayed until all schools are ready for release.  The

department will provide public reports beginning in 2024.
• The state will continue to study the PWR Higher Bar measures because of

concerns around data quality.
• Thank you!  The TAP’s recommendations and feedback from the field were

factors in the state board’s considerations.

November Board Meeting (Presentation begins at 6 hours 30 minutes)

Accountability Contact Communication for more summary
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State Board Meeting Updates 
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2023 State Accountability Timeline
ted Timeframe Activities/Actions

June 29 Districts Receive ACCESS Growth Data 

August 14 Districts Receive CMAS and P/SAT Achievement, Growth, Participation Data; UIP Data Dashboards available

August 17 (SBE Meeting) Public Release of Colorado Growth Data Results; Alternative Education Campus (AEC) Designations Finalized

August 21 Districts Receive Matriculation Data

August 23 Preliminary Performance Frameworks Released to Districts. Public release August 29.

September 12 AEC Performance Frameworks Released

Early September ESSA Identifications (i.e., CS, TS, A-TS) Released to Districts. Districts will need to notify schools.

September 22 Accreditation Form Submissions Due for ALL Districts

October 16 Unified Improvement Plan (UIP) Submissions Due

Final Request to Reconsider Materials Due (for participating districts)

November 8-9 (SBE Meeting) District Accreditation Ratings & School Plan Types Finalized for Districts/Schools not participating in request to reconsider

December 13-14 (SBE Meeting) District Accreditation Ratings & School Plan Types Finalized for Districts/Schools participating in request to reconsider

By December 31 District Accreditation Contracts Due

Late January Informational reports release to districts with new measures (e.g., Science Achievement).

Anticipa 
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 23-1241:  Accountability, Accreditation, Student 
ormance, and Resource Inequity Task Force

● Link to Bill: https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb23-1241
● Purpose:  Creates a representative task force of 26-members that studies academic 

opportunities, inequities, promising practices in schools, and improvements to the 
accountability and accreditation system.

● Website: https://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/accountability-task-force
● Builds upon: Accountability Audit and the Local Accountability System Grant
● Timeline:

○ July 1, 2023:  Task force members appointed
○ August 15, 2023:  Department contracts with a facilitator
○ No later than September 1, 2023:  Convene first meeting
○ March 1, 2024:  Interim report
○ November 15, 2024:  Final report reflecting findings and recommendations to the education 

committees of the house of representatives and senate, the governor, the state board, the 
commissioner of education and the department.
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H.B. 
Perf 
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Study Of Expanding Extended High School 

• Link to Bill: https://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb22-1215

• Purpose: Develop and recommend policies, laws and rules to support the equitable and sustainable 

expansion and alignment of programs that integrate secondary, postsecondary and work-based 

learning opportunities in every region of the state.

• Task Force Website:

https://www.cde.state.co.us/postsecondary/secondary_postsecondary_and_work-based_learning_int

egration_task_force

• Timeline:
• July 2022: Convened first meeting

• December 1, 2022:  Interim report

• December 1, 2023:  Final report reflecting findings and recommendations to the governor, the Education 

Leadership Council, the State Board of Education, the Colorado Commission on Higher Education, and the 

Education Committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives, or any successor committees.
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H.B. 22-1215:  
Programs 
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Notice of a Rulemaking Hearing for 
School Code Review Committee
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e mean by “policy”?
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Policy Development 
Structures

General Description Examples in 2022 
Accountability Processes

State Legislature & 
Governor

Legislature passes statute 
and Governor signs into law.

SB 22-137:  Provides broader 
overview for adjustments to 
accountability

State Board of 
Education

Board provides additional 
detail on statute through rule 
process.

State Board Rules:  Framework 
cut scores, request to reconsider 
process

CDE Documentation 
and Guidance

Department provides 
documentation, logistics and 
parameters for 
implementation.  Guidance 
includes requirements and 
recommendations.

Documentation:  Frameworks 
Calculation Guidebook
Guidance:  Request to 
Reconsider Guidance, UIP
Handbook

 

What do w 
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• Build awareness of SBE Rulemaking process on School Codes and submitting 
public comment

• Discussion on the larger process, considerations, and the collaborative work of 
the School Code Review Committee (SCRC) and capturing experiences from AWG

• SCRC timeline and additional considerations important to this work

• Receive critical feedback from AWG about local considerations, context of School 
Code Rules, and how this work “lives” within districts and schools
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Objectives for this time 
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Why are we embarking on this process? 

• Build upon current state protocols
• Strengthen practices and decisions
• Increase transparency

Examples of the Complex Issues to Consider

• Determining what happens when grade levels are reconfigured. 
• Implications of school closures and potential impacts on surrounding schools. 

• This can include closures, mergers, consolidations, reboundarying, etc 
• Assuring appropriate continuity of existing grants and funding.

• Maintaining historical reporting (such as graduation history) and accompanying 
accountability history. 
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State Board Rulemaking Process 
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• Maintaining consistent codes helps ensure performance and reporting data are 
comparable. This aides leaders, school/district staff, and family/community members 
identifying trends. 

• In the scenario below, a population experiencing closures and shifts in schools will 
find it difficult to truly understand the progress of the schools serving their students
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2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23

School A - - 82.3% 82.0% 81.5% 82.1% 82.7%

School B 80.2% 81.5% 83.4% 79.0% - - -

School C 75.4% 73.0% 72.5% - - - -

School D - - - - 66.7% 67.1% 68.5%

School E - - - - - 75.6% 77.1%

Sample: Continuation of Data (Scenario) 
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• CDE assigns a school code to each public school and each Local Education Agency 
(e.g., district, CSI, BOCES).

• CDE’s operational definition of what qualifies as a public school is based on:

• The definition of a school in C.R.S. 22-11-103(28) 

• Federal standards

• Legislative objectives of the Educational Accountability Act and other 
statutory education programs

• This is a brand new set of rules. CDE worked with the AG’s Office to draft the rules.
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Background/Definition of a Public School 
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CDE opens the School Code Request submissions in January for the upcoming school 
year. Requests are reviewed each week and are typically approved within a week of 
submission (if additional information is not required). 

School Code requests should be submitted before June 30th for the upcoming school 
year. CDE does recognize that student enrollment can be difficult to predict and 
therefore does accept requests for grade reductions/closures at the start of a given 
school year

The School Code Review Committee (SCRC) is comprised of representatives from 
across program support teams across CDE. 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/datapipeline/schoolcodechanges
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Timeline of process 
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Assigning School Codes

• A school code will generally follow the weight of the students enrolled within the 
school

• To give weight to student enrollment, CDE will presume:

• If a school or schools merge into another school that provides essentially the 
same grades, the smaller entity’s or entities’ school code(s) would be retired 
while the larger entity’s school code should survive.

• When two or more schools of equal size or with different grade spans are 
merged within an existing or new physical location, the school code for the 
existing entities can be retired and a new school code granted.

• Even if an LEA does not call something a consolidation or merger, CDE may 
consider a closure to be a merger or consolidation for purposes of school code 
assignment. 

Policy: Standard for 



Colorado Department of Education

Assigning School Codes (cont’d)

• The presumption that a school code follows the weight of students may be 
informed by additional considerations of: 

• Enrollment boundaries and impact of choice on enrollment patterns;
• Whether the request pertains to online or brick-and-mortar schools; 
• Accountability history of the schools in question and whether supports to 

improve student outcomes will be impacted (e.g., grant funding); 
• Organizational, curricular, or programming model differences between the 

closing school(s) and the new or surviving school;
• Leadership and staffing differences between the closing school(s) and the 

new or surviving school; 
• Facilities (e.g., new construction vs. existing facilities); 
• Grades served; 
• Whether the requested action is part of a State Board order; and
• Any other information relevant to the request.
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Policy: Standard for 
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Timeline
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Dates Activities

October 2023 Notice of rulemaking hearing

October and November 2023 Opportunity for members of the public to submit written comments on 
proposed rules

December 2023 Rulemaking hearing and board may vote to approve rules

January 2024 If board is not unanimous in approving rules in December, board may vote 
to approve rules in January

February 2024 SCRC uses adopted rules to guide practice when considering applications 
from LEAs

Rulemaking Process and 
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Questions?
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Field Support for Accountability 
and Continuous Improvement
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Demographic Shifts 
(shifting PK-12 population, population 

dispersal) 

Leadership Transition 
(superintendent, principal, teacher, 

board elections, CDE)

Policy environment & changes
(legislative sessions, 1241/1215 task 
forces, USDE policy/monitoring, local 

politics)

Post-COVID closure impacts 
(attendance, behavior, discipline, 
engagement, performance gaps)

District program structures and model 
changes

(online, multiple pathways, staffing 
structures)

 

Context 
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Building background and context

Data literacy 

Accountability and planning basics

Navigating and accessing state tools (data reporting, UIP platform)

Understanding roles and responsibilities (Boards, Superintendent, Principals)

Facilitating stakeholder engagement

Competing priorities 
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Implications of Contextual Factors 



Colorado Department of Education

rent State Accountability System
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Elements of the Cur 
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Identification Actions 
(State/ESSA)

● Family Notification
● Local Board Approval
● EASI access
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Performance Frameworks 
& associated metrics

● Achievement
● Growth
● PWR

Reporting & Visualization
● Dashboards
● Data Explorer
● On-Track Growth

Planning
● Understanding process and plan 

components
● Underlying skills e.g. data analysis
● Stakeholder Engagement

Accountability Processes
● Accreditation
● Request to 

Reconsider

Scope for feedback (samples) 
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What else should be considered in the more context of providing support to district 
and school staff? 

What additional needs or priorities should be considered as we proceed? 

What would you recommend in the delivery of supports? (types, timing, topics, etc. )

Feedback- Small Group Discussion and Jamboard 
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Dates for future AWG Meetings: 

Second Friday of the month, 9-11 am

February 9

March 8

April 12

May 10

Future Topics:

● On-Track Growth: 
Reporting and Support

● Scaling of UIP Pilot 
Template

● CDE Communications 
team feedback on 
public framework

● Jamboard for other 
suggestions

Next Meetings 
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