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The proposed revision to the 301-25, Colorado Minimum Standards Governing School Transportation Vehicles, includes changing the vehicle category Activity Bus into Multifunction Bus.  Currently, coach style buses fit into the Activity Bus category. The major change to the current definition is:
5.04
Activity Multifunction Bus shall be a motor vehicle with motive power, BUILT TO FEDERAL MULTIFUNCTIONAL SCHOOL ACTIVITY BUS STANDARDS, . . . .

Given that several school districts own and operate coach style buses for long activity trips, why change current regulation that allows these buses?

These multifunctional school activity buses are regulated by FMVSS which includes  standards known as compartmentalization.  Compartmentalization is a passive restraint system combining a high padded seat back and narrow seat spacing, creating a compartment within which each occupant is confined in severe vehicle crashes. Coach style buses are not built to these same standards.  In fact, there are no federal body (roof and side) or seat anchor standards for coach style buses.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) in 2003 developed a new category called Multifunction School Activity Bus, which allows different body color and does not require the eight-way light system nor the stop arm.  However, the structural requirements to maintain compartmentalization for the children’s safety are still required and are equivalent to those of the yellow school bus.
The National School Transportation Specifications and Procedures adopted by the Fourteenth National Congress on School Transportation (NCST) states:
“Therefore, to assure the highest level of safety for children, consistent with the NTSB’s recommendation and 45 CFR 1310, all students transported to and from public and private pre-school programs and schools and to related activities shall be transported in school buses as defined in Title 49, CFR Part 571 or vehicles having passenger crash protection equivalent to school buses, such as Multifunction School Activity Buses (MFSABs).”

Based on their findings from coach style fatality accident investigations, the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has submitted a number of recommendations to NHTSA in the following areas:
1. The need for federal standards for the body roof and sides to stay intact in a rollover accident.  This would maintain a safe area for the passengers and minimize intrusion.
This coach style accident occurred west of Canon City, Colorado, on December 12, 1999.  Three passengers died due to ejection when the roof crushed in.

[image: image1.emf]
2. The need for motor coach occupant protection systems to retain passengers in their seating compartments throughout the accident sequence, lack of which has contributed to ejections and to passengers’ serious and fatal injuries. 
In this coach style accident on February 14, 2003, five passengers died due to being ejected.
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3. The need for performance standards for passenger seat anchorages in motor coaches to prevent the seats from separating from the floor of the bus. Of the motor coach accidents investigated by NTSB in the last 20 years, 6 involved seat anchorage separation problems that led to 34 passenger fatalities.
In this coach style accident on October 13, 2003, nine passengers died due to seat anchorage separation. 
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The design and construction of today's school buses are a direct result of both the FMVSSs (which apply to school buses) and the guidelines adopted by the National Conferences on School Transportation.  Further, the Colorado Minimum Standards for School Transportation Vehicles, particularly the Racking Load Test, verifies roll over protection. While today's school buses do not look much different than their predecessors of 30-40 years ago, they are dramatically different. The improvements made to school buses in the past decades, as well as improvements in driver training, school bus maintenance, and school bus operating procedures, have been responsible for the outstanding safety record of school transportation.
Studies of the past Colorado school bus fatality accidents have influenced our Minimum Standards, especially the Racking Load Test, to develop into some of the toughest standards in the country for the safety of our children.  Some states have followed our example.

In Summary

It is because of our concern for the safety of the children being transported in our state, that we are proposing that the new Multifunction Bus category meet federal compartmentalization standards.  All of the factors listed above point to the same conclusion.
Again, there are no federal body (roof and side) or seat anchor standards for coach style buses.
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