To support families and teachers in realizing the goals of the
Colorado Academic Standards, this guide provides an overview of the
learning expectations for eighth grade social studies and offers some
possible learning experiences students may engage in during this
school year.

Created by Coloradans for Colorado students, the Colorado
Academic Standards provide a grade-by-grade road map to help
ensure students are ultimately successful in college, careers, and life.
The standards aim to improve what students learn and how they
learn in ten content areas, emphasizing critical-thinking, creativity,
problem solving, collaboration, and communication as important life
skills in the 21st century.

Building on the social studies skills developed in the elementary
grades, students in the middle school years begin with a study of
people, cultures, and ideas (pre-civilization through colonialism) in
the Western Hemisphere and move from there to explorations of the
Eastern Hemisphere, ending with the early history of the United
States. In each grade, students investigate historical events, examine
geographic features and resources, consider economic decisionmaking processes, and define civic roles and responsibilities.

 Contact your school district regarding local decisions related to standards, curriculum, resources, and instruction.
 Colorado Academic Standards Booklets: http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/GradeLevelBooks.asp
 Stephanie Hartman, Social Studies Content Specialist at 720-498-2084, Hartman_s@cde.state.co.us


Examine and interpret a variety of primary and secondary
sources, from different perspectives, to formulate a
hypothesis and construct a written historical argument
about a topic in American history (origins of the American
Revolution through Reconstruction).

develop and defend an historical thesis; constructing a
written argument either for or against an ideal
expressed or action taken by the United States during
the period of time from the Revolution to
Reconstruction; analyzing the causes and effects of
major historical events such as the American
Revolution, slavery, abolition, and states’ rights.


Using different types of maps and other geographic
tools to explain and interpret significant events in U.S
history from the American Revolution through
Reconstruction (Westward Expansion, Gold Rush,
population growth); addressing issues of land
ownership and security from a geographic perspective;
making inferences about how the location of and
access to resources may lead to cooperation or
conflict.



Discussing the economic policies of the U.S. between
the Revolution and Reconstruction; analyzing how
policies, tariffs, taxation, and availability of resources
affected the growth of the nation; analyzing the
benefits and costs of credit and debt.



Analyzing foundational documents (the Declaration of
Independence, the Constitution and the Bill of Rights);
discussing how the U.S. constitutional system of
government evolved between the American
Revolution and Reconstruction, paying particular
attention to the changing definition and rights of
citizens; examining the changes to the U.S.
Constitution and the tensions between individual
rights, state law, and national law; explaining the rule
of law and the role of judicial review in the U.S. judicial
system.

Use different geographic tools and data such as maps,
globes, diagrams, charts, geospatial technologies
(geographic information systems, Google Earth, global
positioning systems) to analyze human and physical
systems; explain both conflict and cooperation over space
and resources in the United States from the origins of the
American Revolution through Reconstruction.

Provide examples of how economic freedom and free
trade are important for economic growth; explain why it is
important to manage personal credit and debt.

Analyze the elements of continuity and change in the
United States’ constitutional system; summarize the role
of law and the rights, roles, and responsibilities of citizens
in a democracy.



Gathering and analyzing primary and secondary
sources (art, documents, photos, letters, diaries,
propaganda, artifacts) from multiple perspectives to

