Working Together
To support families and teachers in realizing the goals of the
Colorado Academic Standards, this guide provides an overview of the
learning expectations for sixth grade social studies and offers some
possible learning experiences students may engage in during this
school year.

Why Standards?
Created by Coloradans for Colorado students, the Colorado
Academic Standards provide a grade-by-grade road map to help
ensure students are ultimately successful in college, careers, and life.
The standards aim to improve what students learn and how they
learn in ten content areas, emphasizing critical-thinking, creativity,
problem solving, collaboration, and communication as important life
skills in the 21st century.

Social Studies for Middle Schools (6-8)
Building on the social studies skills developed in the elementary
grades, students in the middle school years begin with a study of
people, cultures, and ideas (pre-civilization through colonialism) in
the Western Hemisphere and move from there to explorations of the
Eastern Hemisphere, ending with the early history of the United
States. In each grade, students investigate historical events, examine
geographic features and resources, consider economic decisionmaking processes, and define civic roles and responsibilities.

Where can I learn more?
• Contact your school district regarding local decisions related to standards, curriculum, resources, and instruction.
• Colorado Academic Standards Booklets: http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/GradeLevelBooks.asp
• Stephanie Hartman, Social Studies Content Specialist at 720-498-2084, Hartman_s@cde.state.co.us

answer questions about the Western Hemisphere;
exploring the key people, ideas and events from
different perspectives and points of view to frame the
“story” of history (the Aztecs, Maya, Inuit, Native
American Cultures, early explorers, and the Columbian
Exchange).

Social Studies Learning
Expectations for Sixth Grade
History
Analyze and interpret historical sources (original
documents, maps, artifacts) to ask and research questions
about the historical eras, individuals, groups, and ideas in
various regions throughout the Western Hemisphere.

•

Examining places and regions in the Western
Hemisphere through maps, charts, and geospatial
technologies (geographic information systems, Google
Earth, global positioning systems); analyzing the
positive and negative interactions between humans
and the physical world (landforms, resources, climate);
presenting potential solutions to problems
surrounding issues of resource distribution, migration
patterns, and population growth.

•

Defining economic systems (traditional, command,
market, and mixed economies); examining how
economic systems interact in an interdependent global
economy; explaining how various economics systems
require choices regarding resource distribution and the
production of goods; exploring the relationship
between saving and investing for financial well-being
(advantages and disadvantages of short and medium
term investments).

•

Analyzing political issues from national and global
perspectives; comparing how different forms of
government affect the daily lives of citizens; discussing
the rights, roles and responsibilities of citizens;
examining personal choices and national actions and
discussing their possible global consequences.

Geography
Use different geographic tools such as maps, globes,
diagrams, charts and data to identify and present solutions
to problems around the world; analyze and explain how
human and physical systems (oceans, mountains, rivers,
valleys, plants) vary and interact.

Economics
Identify and explain different types of economic systems
including market, command and mixed economies;
recognize and talk about the ways in which saving and
investing are key contributors to financial well-being.

Civics
Examine the governmental and economic connections
between the United States and other nations of the
Western Hemisphere; compare multiple governmental
systems such as democracy, monarchy and authoritarian.

Throughout the Sixth Grade,
you may find students…
•

Analyzing primary and secondary sources such as
documents, photos, maps and artifacts to research and

