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Teacher may brainstorm with 
students around the concept of 
“bias” so that students begin to 

understand the range of 
perspectives and 

interpretations of the word and 
concept.  This may include an 

exploration into the 
connotation of the word “bias.”

The teacher may use excerpts 
from contemporary informational 
and literary texts so that students 

can begin identifying language 
that signifies authorial bias (word 

choice, phrases, images, 
figurative language, etc.). 

[Understanding text, responding 
to text]

The teacher may use shorter historical, 
informational text(s) (e.g., Ben Franklin’s 
letter on German Immigration) that will 

foster discussion around bias so that 
students can identify and analyze bias 

within the text (e.g., word choice, 
phrases, images, figurative language). 

[Understanding text, responding to text]

The teacher may use 
shorter literary text(s) that 

will foster discussion 
around bias so that 

students can identify and 
analyze bias within the 

text. [Understanding text, 
responding to text, 

critiquing text]

The teacher may engage students 
in a Socratic seminar so that 

students can begin to critically 
analyze bias in the relationship 
between author and reader as 
developed through the texts 

studied in prior Learning 
Experiences. [Understanding text, 
Responding to text, Critiquing text]

The teacher may 
facilitate activities 
so that students 

can begin to 
analyze and reflect 

on their own 
personal biases. 
[Producing text]

The teacher may model 
narrative writing (e.g., 

short memoir or 
excerpt) so that students 

can begin to use the 
autobiographical writing 

process to explore 
personal vulnerabilities.  

[Producing text]

The teacher may review 
aspects of the narrative 
writing process so that 

students can 
explore specific writing 

techniques for developing 
effective/powerful 

memoirs. [Producing text]

The teacher may model 
the close study of a focus 

author so students can 
analyze how bias 

surfaces in multiple 
works by one author.  
[Understanding text, 
Responding to text, 

Critiquing text]

The teacher may identify the 
criteria for author selection so 
that students can explore an 

author of their choice to 
deepen their understanding of 
recognizing author bias (word 

choice, phrases, images, 
figurative language, etc.). 

The teacher may model ways to 
support literary analysis with 

relevant biographical/historical 
documentation so that students 

can begin to synthesize information 
with their analysis of textual 

evidence to understand author 
bias.  [Understanding text, 

Responding to text, Critiquing text]

The teacher may 
engage student 

reflection of the unit 
so that students can 

consider whether 
“unbiased text” is (or 

should be) even a 
possibility.  

[Producing text]

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT: As an expert on bias in literature, you have 
been asked to evaluate the literature curriculum materials in your school 
district. Your task will be to evaluate one grade level of the curriculum or one 
theme or idea that you have observed through grade levels for bias in the 
curriculum materials. Your submitted portfolio will include a brief reflection on 
your own biases that you have, an analysis of bias in an author study of your 
choice, and an argument of how curriculum materials could be adopted to 
address the issue of bias.  You may want to consult this resource as you draft 
your final argument:  http://www.sadker.org/curricularbias.html (Seven 
common forms of bias in instructional materials).

The teacher may engage students 
in reviewing the author study so 
that students can consider how 

an author arouses/deadens 
empathy in the reader for the 

ideas, people, or themes in the 
text.   [Understanding text, 

Responding to text, Critiquing 
text]
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