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YOU Are (NOT)elaying the Departure of the Train
ByTanni Anthon)

For all who travel through the Denver International Airport, you have undd
edlytaken thetrain between the terminal and concourses A, B, andf@ll
32S&a ¢Sttt 6KSy LIS2LS 3ISG 2y (KS
of the train are closing. The doorghen seal shut anthe train travels to its
YSEG adG2L) 2F SOSNEB2ySQa 22daNySéeo
However, If someone interrupts the closing of a door becdweser sheboards
late, a stern voice scolds, "Please keep clear from the dog@are DELAY-
ING the departure of the train.With this admonishment, usually comes a f
grunts and hostile stares from all those who managed to make it into the |
in a timely mannerlt is a good feeling when everyone starts out together g
the train leaves with everyone on board, heading in the same direction, a
without delay. It is an even better feeling when you are not the person wi

caused the doors to fly back open and stall the train for everyone on board.

As we begin our new school year, tB#A train (and its voices!) can be a goq
metaphor for starting out right. Everyone on board together, on time, and
heading out in the same direction to the next stdpffective education of a
child requires a cohesive teanthe student, parents, administrators, genera
educators, special educators, related service providers, braillists, and par

cators. Each and every team member needs to be on board with the grade

level expectations and content standards, high quality instruction, approp
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accommodations, and the specially designed instruction and related services

outlined in the Individualized Education Program.

The more we work together, the better the result. Teamwork with everyo
sharing in a common destination is key to a smooth and 4#ffieient ride for
all involved.
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All Aboard!
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Training and Support Activities Specific to Children and Youth who are

Blind/Visually Impaired, Their Families and Service Providers
School Year 20124

Compiled By Tanni Anthony
State Consultant on Blindness/Visual Impairment, Colorado Department of Education

Legend for Acronyms:

CDE ESStColorado Department of Education Exceptional Student Services Unit

CIMC= Colorado Instructional Materials Center
COMS= Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialist
TCAR= Transitional Colorado Assessment Program
CSDB- Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind
TVI= Teacher certified in visual impairment

We have many good things happening over the course of the upcoming school year! The following activities
are not exclusive to all that may be happening across the state, but it is a good start! If there is an activity
that was missed on this list, please be in touch with Tanni to post it in future newsletter editions.

Adult Role Model TeamThe CSDB Adult Blind and Visually Impaired Role Model Team's purpose is to pro-
vide students who are blind or visually impaired, their parents and teachers the opportunity to meet suc-
cessful adult role models who are blind and visually impaired. To openly and frankly discuss, from personal
experience, topics related to low vision, vision loss and blindness. Team members share their experiences,
ONRdzYLIKF Yyl YR 20KSNBAA&AST 2y (2LIA0a NI y3IAy3a FNRB)
YALET YR 6KSY YR K2g (G2 aSS] &dzLlJLI2NI® 5A&0dzaanz
licenses, organizations, resources, orientation/mobility, daily living skills and other topics that are of inter-
est to students and their families. Contact Laura Douglas at (7192578 orldouglas@csdb.orfpr more
information.

CDE Braille Competency Certificatidfunds have been reserved for four braille proctors (Lucia Hasty,
Brenda Shepard, Sarah Sonnier, and Julie Wetzstein) to provide opportunities to TVIs/ braillists to take the
/| 2t 2N R2 . NI AfTfS alaGdSNE ¢Sald yRk2N 0KS wmpb Of 2
0S GFr1Sy (2 ALINBIR 2dzi G§KS O2YLX SGA2y 2F (GKS Y2F
tency can truly be demonstrated across a period of five years. For information about braille competency
testing and renewal requirements, please gdittp://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/SD

Vision_GuideDocs.asp For more information, contact Tanni AnthonyAuthony t@cde.state.co.us

(303) 8666681.

NFAfESTC2NYIG /2t 2N R2 { GdzRSyY (i TVIsihavé Bad tieSoppdrtunitid 2 3 N
to meet with the CDE Unit of Student Assessment and the TCAP publisher to review the large print and
braille TCAP tests each year since June 2004. Thanks to the feedback of many of you, we had helpful data
RN T ai0KSYS NBO2YYSYRIOGA2Y&aé¢ FT2NJ AYLINPOSYSYy( 7T+
Hanmonmmn ONI}AEES (GSada .9Chw9 (GKSe FINB aSyid G2 /2
gAftf NBOGdzNYy G2 .2a02yQa bl idAz2ylf . NIXAfES tNBaa i
0Sad NBOASEgd ¢KSe& gAff YSSO gAdK GKS GFOGAES 3INT
There will also be continued work specific to the new online assessments. For more information, contact
Tanni Anthony afAnthony t@cde.state.co.us (303) 8666681.
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Braille Transcriber Mentor Projecithis project is for experienced Library of Congress certified braillists to
mentor new braille transcribers who are working on their LOC certification. Arrangements will be made to
pay the mentor for his or her time. For more information, contact Jim Olson with the Colorado Instructional
Materials Center ajplson@csdb.or@ NJ 0 T MPU p Ty THMbpp @

CDE State Conference on Blindness/Visual Impairmdiie key professional development activity for TVIs

this school year will be on state initiatives tied to foundational literatlge primary speaker will be Dr. Fran-
O0S&a al NAS 5Q! yRNBI ® ¢KS RIdSa 27 -5 283 HoNihfdryafioff,3> ¢
please contact Tanni Anthony Ahthony t@cde.state.co. BNJ 6 ono0 yccmccymod

Colorado Center for the Blind Summer Activitie$hroughout the school year and over the summer, the
CCB offers learning and recreation programs to students who are blind/visually impaired. For more informa-
tion please contact Brent Batron Bbatron@cocenter.or@r (303) 7781130 x222.

Colorado Instructional Materials Center (CIME)oused on the campus of CSDB, the role of the CIMC is to
provide braille textbooks and serve as a repository for American Printing House (APH) educational materials
F2NI FEt /2t2NFR2 a0Kz22fnl3S aidzRSyida GKNRBdIzZAK (6S
houses a lending library of professional materials for access by TVIs. For CIMC questions or assistance, cor
tact Jim Olson gblson@csdb.org NJ 6 T M0 p T p1tH mepw.cBdb/orTa /Ot 4 G LI2FS Yat N
{ SNBAOSazé¢é dahdziNBIFI OKéxX GKSYy a/ Lal ®¢

CIMC Braillist Scholarshipghe CIMC has a $400 scholarship fund to help certified Library of Congress brail-
lists from Colorado attend National Braille Association (NBA) Professional Development Conferences. Scho
arship recipients are asked to share the conference information with other Colorado braillists. The Fall 2013
conference will be held in Colorado Springs, Colorado, Octob2624 the Antlers Hilton. Conference infor-
mation is posted atvww.nationalbraille.org. For more information, contact Jim Olsonason@csdb.org

2N 0T ML pTyTHMPp P

Colorado Sports Education Camphe fiveday program will be held on campus at CSDB Jtii® 2014.
Activities include wrestling, judo, tandem cycling, track and field, goal ball, and more. For more information,
contact Donna Keale akeale@csdb.orgr (719) 3367387.

CSDB Internship Placement8SDB offers an educational setting with a diverse student population for uni-
versity students completing their graduate training in vision to obtain internship or student teaching credits.
Contact: Carol Hilty, CSDB Superintendenthidty@csdb.or¢ NJ 0 T M0 pTYy THMAH P

CSDB Lending Libraryhe library provides materials and information in a variety of formats for students who
are deaf/hard of hearing and/or blind/visually impaired, as well as their parents and service providers. The
libraries are open MondayFriday during the school year from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Please call before com-
ing in person to either library. For more information, please refer to the CSDB webgiteratsdb.org

CSDB Summer Enrichment Progra®@14 summer programs will once again be offered for middle school
students who are blind/visually impaired across the state. The programs focus on Braille/O&M/ independent
living, social relationships, and recreational activities. For more information, contact Donna Keale at
dkeale@csdb.org NJ 6 T MO PpPTYTMTHHpPM®D

CSDB Touch MuseurBome animal specimens are available for loan within the State of Colorado. The con-
tract person is Laura Douglddduglas@csdb.ojgor (719) 578110.

Colorado O&M Worksholf ¢ KA a GNFIAYyAy3a Aa O2mall2yaz2NBR o0& /5
gether to determine the theme, presenters, dates, and location. Be watching future newsletter editions for
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more details on the annual workshop. This training is reserved for Colorado Certified Orientation and Mo-
OAfAGE {LISOAFtA&aGaDP ¢KS O2y il OldAnthdBWEDRAE. stateico. s YV Y A

Colorado Services for Children and Youth with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss Project (also called the
Colorado Deafblind ProjectlfheLINR 2 SOl A& 2dzald y2¢ O2YLIX SGAyYy3I AGa
have just submitted a proposal for another five years of funding. There are currently 134 children and
youth, agebirth through 21 years, who have combined vision and hearing loss (deafblindness) in Colorado.
Free technicahssistance is provided to families and service providers of children and youth with combined
vision and hearingpss (deafblindness). The project hosts an annual Summer Institute, which focuses key
assessment of and intervention/instructional strategies for children and youth who are deafblind and/or

who have significant support needs. The project website has over 100 fact sheets (in English and Spanish)
on information specific to deafblindness. The library is open to parents and professionals and is stocked
gAOGK ANBFG NBaz2dz2NOSas AyOtdzZRAYy3a | 62dzi mun A0SYa
fAAGSR 2y (KS 6S0aAiST 6KSNB UGUKSNB Ffaz2 Aa || R2¢
lo2dzi GKS /h 5. tNR2SOGQa TAB&y KBRdEka©SD.BNI @Dyl (
6681, Gina Quintana Quintana_g@cde.state.co.@sNJ 6 ono0 yccmccnp FyRk2N 3
updated webpagehttp://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/SIDB.asp>

CO TVI COMS listseriis listserv is exclusively for Colorado TVIs and COMSs working in Colorado adminis
trative units. It is a venue for professionals to share information and to ask questions. Persons wishing to
0S FTRRSR (2 (KS fAaitaSNID &K2dzZ RAnDéy t@cd@istatd.do.ysy A !y

Family Learning Retreat 201F4he weekend retreat is for families who have a child who is deaf/ hard of
hearing, blind/visually impaired, or deafblind. The retreat is a great opportunity for families to meet other
families and share their stories, have fun, make friends, and learn together. More information about the
Family Learning Retreat will be posted in futieeping in Touchewsletters and on the CSDB website
(www.csdb.org.

Family Literacy Pack&ach pack contains several books (braille and print) along with a Video or DVD of
SFOK &a02NB IYyR aS@OSNIt ' OGA@AGE YAGA LXLFOSR Ay |
make and return the extra materials with the backpack. Activities may include a game, a song, or an activ-
ity and can be enjoyed by the whole family. The packs are available for TVIs to check out by contacting Lau
rie Taylor kaylor@csdb.oryjor (719) 578198.

iPad Training A training on the iPad and its applications specific to students who are blind/visually im-
paired will be held in January 2014 with speaker Tara Mason. As information is finalized, it will be posted in
FdzidzNB ySgat StiiSNA® ¢KS O2y iAndony i@cdesthtglobis | Y i K2y

Keeping in Touch (KIT) Newsletter ¢ KA a ySgaf SGGOGSNI adl NISR | 62dzi mo
state talked about a lack of communication continuity. It has mostly been a labor of love internal to CDE,
odzi GKSNB FINB a42YS 3INBIG F2f1a oKz Hidd PleaSecén- O2 v (
sider being one of themg there is always room to brag on the accomplishments of a colleague, post an an-
nouncement, or to share an article. The newsletter is sent out to CO parents of children and youth who are
blind/visually impaired, TVIs, COMS, braillists, and VI paraeducators. It is also posted on the CDE Blindnes
Low Vision website for others to download.

The following editions are planned for this school year: August/September 2013, October 2013, November/
December 2013, January/February 2014, March/April 2014, and May 2014. For more
information, please contact Tanni Ahthony t@cde.state.co.l 8 NJ 6 0100 yCcCTCCYM
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Low Vision Evaluation Clinicshe Low Vision Evaluation Team is once again funded for five regional clinics.

The clinic team consists of an optometrist specializing in low vision services (Dr. Tom Theune), certified low
vision therapists (Jim Olson and Wendy Stoltman), and a Clinic Coordinator (Debbie Haberkorn). The dates
G§KS wnmommn Of AYAO&a FINB LRAGSR Ay (KS ySgatSGGa4SN
the clinic paperwork). The contact is Tanni Anthong@hony t@cde.state.co. . BNJ 6 o no0 yccCcTcC

National Braille ChallengeThe Colorado regional contest will again be held at CSDB in January 2014. Stu-
dents may also compete individually in their home school with their TVI administering the tests. Students
compete in various categories such as spelling, reading comprehension, speed and accuracy, proofreading,
and charts and graphs. Please hold January 30, 2014 for this event. For more information, contact Diane
Covington dcovington@csdb.ofg 2 NJ 6 T M0 p T wwnwbraillgintitute brifd addit®naldi & A G
formation about the National Braille Challenge.

Psychological Assessments and Consultatidasessments (cognitive and social emotional) are provided to
school districts to assist personnel in developing appropriate educational services and supports for students
with vision losses. There is a fee for this service. Contact Laura Doulglasglas@csdb.or NJ 6 T mdpUv p
2110.

Sensory Safari This event is in collaboration with the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo in Colorado Springs. Itis a
special day for students with visual impairmengthere is time to touch, hear, and smell the exhibits! The
tentative date is August 5, 2014.The contact person is Donna Keadkeale @csdb.orgr (719) 3307387.

Snow Shoe Weekend:his event has been successful over the years thanks to the partnership between CAEF
and CSDBThe goal is a weekend of fun in the Colorado snow complete with snowshoes and lots of fun. Rec
istration information will be sent to TVIs throughout the state from CSDB in the fall, 2013. for-geddte

be determined. Contact Diane Covingtaledvington@csdb.ofg

Student Activities MiniGrant FundsTo achieve the goal of supporting students with vision loss coming to-
gether for social and recreational opportunities, the CSDB Outreach program offers some funding for school
districts and BOCES staff who want to offer EEC activities for their students in these areas. Contact Dr. Laur
Douglaslflouglas@csdb.ojgA minigrant request form is also provided on the CSDB website.

TVI Mentor ProjectThis will be the 11th year of the project! The goal is to provide mentoring assistance to
students enrolled in the UNC Visual Impairment Program, as well as new TVIs and/or COMSs in Colorado a
ministrative units. Each participant will be paired with a mentor teacher currently working in Colorado. Men-
tors will receive a $500 annual stipend for their time and commitment to mentoring over a full school year. In
addition CDE will fund up to ten mentor sessions for TVIs who needupse&vith the literary braille code

(specific to braille competency testing). If you would like to be a mentor or would like to have a mentor,
please contact Tanni Anthony atthony t@cde.state.co..8NJ 6 0100 ycCcCTCCYM

Vision Coalition This Coalition is a statewide advisory committee on the educational activities for students
who are blind/visually impaired, support activities for their parents, and professional development activities
specific to their service providers. Members include: Tanni Anthony (CDE ESSU), Paula Conroy (UNC), Nan
Cozart (Metro region), LaVerne Dell (Vocational Rehabilitation, Sarah Bickford Vallese (Anchor Center for
Blind Children), Jennifer Langley (CSDB), Barb Galgano (CAER), Judy Mumford (Southern region), Jim Olsc
(CIMC/CSDB Outreach), Everett Romero (Parents of Blind Children), Angela Sims (Western region), and Elz
Karns (Northern region). The Vision Coalition meets three times during the school year. For information con-
tact Tanni Anthony aanthony t@-cde.state.co.us (303) 8666681.
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Colorado TVIs in West Africa
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By Nancy Knight

Edi t or 6 BVIsKletyldeidich and Nancy Knight trav-
eled with Operation Classroom in June to Sierra Leone,
West Africa, visiting schools for the blind and meeting pro-
wALL T wrask fessionals in the area of blindness. This article was submit-
o M swoan 77\ ted by Nancy Knight. We thank both Nancy and Cheryl for
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SN ) their contributions to these children.
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v 5 This was our third trip to Sierra Leone; Salone, as our
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Ropuic 0% group leaders affectionately call it. This little country,

S ofthecongo T about the size of S. Carolina, is still recovering from a
Aiaots -+ war during the 1990s that set the country and their peo-
Sierra Leone ““; ple back about 50 years. In spite of the devastation,

o e the 6 schools for the blind are enrolling students and
e trying to provide some kind of programming.
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e = Kids in Salone, as in many African countries, experi-

" ence loss of vision due to vitamin A deficiency, River

Blindness, or measles. Families overburdened with demands of life in remote villages send their
VI kids to live at a school for the blind to learn Braille and receive an education. The children stay
at their schools from late September to the end of June. The schools are to receive funding from
the government to cover food and teacher salaries. Funding has been sporadic however, and the
schools have gone for months now without any support. Electricity is just a dream for most of the
schools, light is provided by oil lamps or not at all. The two schools for the blind in the capital city
of Freetown do have generators which give them the ability to have power and computer access
more regularly.

Water is provided by a well at each of the schools. The girls have the primary responsibility of car-
rying large buckets of water, on their heads of course, to the cooking huts each day where one
meal of rice, beans and some type of sauce is prepared.

What would you provide or try to accomplish at a school in a third-world country where no materi-
als exist and living quarters are grimy and cramped?

Koinadugu District northern Sierra Leone: webve put an e
have learned to involve the teachers/administrators in the process of deciding the needs for their
school . Webve worked with the Kabala School for

needs as well as providing equipment for the students and teachers. Cheryl, in 2012, arranged for

5 children to have cataract surgery and traveled with the kids to the eye hospital to help take care
ofthempost-sur ger y. Those kids were so happy to see
because of her careful attention to them last summer.

August i September 2013 6



Basic teaching materials and Braille books have been delivered and received with enthusiasm at the
Kabala school and we are happy to report that 17 braille writers are in their inventory, many pur-
chased or donated by TVIs in Colorado along with numerous folding canes! A beautiful dormitory
has been completed for the students, a wonderful change from 3 years ago where children were
sharing filthy mattresses with no mosquito nets.

In addition to working in Kabala this summer, we traveled to all of the schools; meeting with adminis-
trators, teachers and students at each one. Our informal assessment of the services in the country

is being compiled and distributed to Sierra Leon
who assist in planning and funding for needs of the blind in Sierra Leone. We are hoping that this

input will help build interest and concern for several very desperate schools that exist in remote ar-

eas of the country.

Wedre always so enriched by the enthusiasm of th
say webve brought them with each vi si tweuareforévarb al a
changed.

Cheryl helping two of the girls with the new braille writers
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

Cal State LA Produces and Shares APH Book Port Plus Videos!

Dr. Cheryl Hannan is pleased to share the latest video training series on American Printing

House for the Blind Book Port Plus. There are 10 video clips demonstrating how to use the Book

Port Plus. They are intended to be used with the product in hand, so that you can watch the

video and learn to use the device. There are two versions of each video - one with descriptive
video services and closed captioning and one without.

Here is the link: http://www.calstatela.edu/programs/visualimpairment/
kamei_digital book player.php

Here is link specific to training video magnifiers: http://www.calstatela.edu/ r
programs/visualimpairment/kamei_video_magnifier.php
Future installations of the video training modul e

braille display with an iPad and using an iPad with a braille display. Please check back regularly
on the website below to see all training modules.

http://www.calstatela.edu/programs/visualimpairment/kamei_learning_modules.php
*Note: These materials were created by Keith Christian, Mike Carillo, Seanarae Smith, and
CSULA as a part of an OSEP funded grant.

gt g g e

Information for Independence: [&NARICJ

A Wealth of Resources Are Just a Click Away

Together, AbleData and NARIC provide the public with information on more tha AbleData
100,000 products and resources, and they are available online for free and in pr ‘ —~

no or low cost. People can turn to AbleData and NARIC for the latest in assistive mi] E
rehabilitation technology, new research in rehabilitation treatments and interven|your Source for Assistive

Technology Information

and referral to quality support organizations and services in their local area. TO'rccum

more, go to their websites. naricinfo@heitechservices.com
abledata@macrointernational.com WWW.naric.com

www.abledata.com @NARICInfo @NARICenEspanol

D Braille Plus 18 Videos d Chase Just Keeps

OEm Coming!

The American Printing House for the Blind (APH) added links to

These have been created by prolific student Chase Crispin and his
teacher LeAnna MacDonald. Visit their products video page at
http://www.aph.org/products/videos.html to view these videos,
which cover setting the date and time for the Braille Plus 18; connecting to Wi -Fi; and powering
the unit on and off (a revised version of a previous video). Thanks again to Chase and LeAnna

for taking time out of their very busy schedules to create these videos!

MORE new videos about aspects of ARHOS
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

DAISY Online

Shortly after releasing the Book Port DT last fall, the American Printing House for the Blind
(APH) became the first organization in the United States to host a DAISY Online server. DAISY
Online is a specification for letting the user download content directly to a capable digital talk-
ing book machine without having to use a computer. DAISY Online is a combination of a server,
content provider, and a client. In this case, the new server, hosted at APH, is the server; APH
magazines and Bookshare are the content providers; and the Book Port DT is the capable cli-
ent.

In August, APH announced support for a third content provider. That provider is the Open Li-

brary projectat  www.openlibrary.org . Open Library contains millions of works and has arranged
with the National Library Service to provide copyrighted content to NLS patrons who have au-
thorized their player with the BARD service. In addition, APH is in the process of digitizing the
collection from the Migel Library and posting it to Open Library.

For more information about the DAISY Online server, content providers, and the client built into
the Book Port DT, see  http://tech.aph.org/bpdt_online.htm

® ® ® O ® O ®

Assistive Technology in Action (/‘“\

IDEAS)
\fff;\V ork

U.S. Office of Special

on Technology and Disability (FCTD) Education Programs

1. AT in ACTION Video Series

:Meet Jared! The newesAT in Actiorvideo, brought to you by FCTD and PACER, introducestJa-
red, a young man with cerebral palsy who controls his computer using a sip and puff switch. That coEnputer
= access allows Jared to run a business creating dynamic graphics and wé&Weitasite you to view and
= share this videavith your colleagues and the families you serve.
http://www.youtube.com/user/ECTDvideo/videos?view_as=public

Introducing two new videos  from the Family Center

2. FCTD Assistive Technoloqgy Videos in Spanish

Video Description PSA! This public service announcement on "Video Description” is
: brought to you by the Family Center on Technology and Disability and Diddipteo description describe
= the images in a program/video for viewers with blindness or low vision.

http://www.youtube.com/user/ECTDvideo/videos?view_as=public
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

AFB American Foundation ™ iPad Webinar Series
for the Blind

- — — The AFB elLearning Centds pleased to offer the
Expanding possibilities for people with vision loss

first of an ongoing series of webinars that focus o
the use of iPads in the classroom for students wit
visual and other disabilities. "The iPad is changing the ways teachers teach, and we have heard from
that there is a great need for learning opportunities involving the use of the iPad as a teaching tool," n
George Abbott, director of the AFB eLearning Center. The webinar series is presented by Dr. Betsy F
teacher and regional consultant for the Kentucky School for the Blind who has published and presentg
ally on various topics concerning technology in the classroom.

The first webinar in the serie€yeating Tactile Overlays for the iPad and Tablet Devicess now available
in the AFB bookstore. In this presentation Dr. Flener provides a rationale for making tactile overlays fc
lets and describes the elements of an inexpensive "toolkit" for making tactile overlays. The apps to be
with overlays, and various iPad accessories are also described.

The second webinar, available in August, willTee iPad and Communication for Students with Visual
and Multiple Disabilities. It will provide information to those working to develop systems of communicg
for students with cortical visual impairment, cerebral palsy, autism, and deafblindness. Assessments &
accessory use for students with low vision are also described.

A third webinar is being planned for Fall 2013.

For more information about these and other elLearning webinarshtip:iéelearn.afb.org/default.aspx
You can unsubscribe at any time. To remove your name from this mailing list, or to find out what othe
letters are available from AFB, vidittp://www.afb.org/myAFBNewsletter2.asp
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New From NBP: Book on iPad® Accessibility e,

the iPad Accessible

School districts across the country are purchasing and providing Apple iPads® to {4
students across grade levels and integrating their use into classroom curriculum.
How can we ensure that students who are blind have equal access to all the iPad
features and can use them successfully? iOS Success: Making the iPad Accessi-
ble, A Guide for Parents and Teachers is a helpful new resource from National
Braille Press.

iOS Success, by Larry Lewis, a blind user and iPad instructor, gives step-by-step
instructions for every pertinent accessibility feature the iPad has to offer. The book
assumes the reader has never used an iPad and provides thorough explanation for people new to the
Apple operating system (the "iOS" referred to in the title).

Tips include getting acquainted with VoiceOver and Zoom, setting accessibility options, pairing external
devices such as keyboard and refreshable braille displays, setting up Apple accounts to buy apps, use
iBooks, the Cloud and Dropbox, and much, much more. The last chapter includes tips from students who
are blind and who use their iPads daily and one very committed parent who is mastering iOS technology
alongside his sons who are blind.

The large print edition is $28; it's also available in braille, eBraille, DAISY, ASCIl, mp3, or Word for $20.
Order online from National Braille Press at www.nbp.org, or call toll-free 800-548-7323.
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LOW VISION EVALUATION
CLINIC NEWS

2013 /2014 CDE LOW VISION EVALUATION CLINIC DATES

PAPERWORK SITE
REGION DATES DEADLINE COORDINATOR
Western Region September 221, 2013 Wednesday, Sarah Sonnier and Angela Simjs
September 4, 2013
Southern Region September 27, 2013 Wednesday, Donice Fennimore
(CSDB) September 11, 2013
Northern Region November 89, 2013 Wednesday, Elaine Karns and Carol Love

October 23, 2013

Metro Region February 27, 28, Wednesday, Amber Rundle Kahn
March 1, 2014 February 12, 2014
Southern Region November 22, 2013 Wednesday, Kathy Gallina
(Alamosa) November 6, 2013
Southern Region April 11, 2014 Wednesday, Donice Fennimore
(CSDB) March 26, 2014
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Low Vision Clinics Coming Your Welye Prepared

The five regional low vision evaluation clinics are once again funded for a new schodfgearany TVIs, this

has become a standard annual event in their region. For new TVIs, this will be the first time to partake in great

opportunity to address the low vision device needs of our Colorado stud®itether you are a newbie or a vet-

eran, please take time to do your part to help the involved students and families be prepared for the clinic jand to

have the best followup experience possible with any prescribed devices.

Your onsite coordinator will be sending out the required paperwork. Please take time to complete the forms so

that the clinic team has advance information on each studé&nt.Theune needs an eye report that has been
completed within three years of this appointmerithe student's eye care is the responsibility of the family's eye
care specialistCome prepared with examples of your student's work produttiss an expectation that @&VI at-
tends the clinic with his or her studenBe on time.If you need to cancel, do so as soon as possibék ques-
tions and seek assistance on how to follaprwith any prescribed deviceét takesa team to make our clinics a
great successso please do your part to ensure a great experience for your student
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Marshall Syndrome

Information retrieved from: http://www.healthline.com/galecontent/marshall -syndrome -1
http://www.rightdiagnosis.com/m/marshall_syndrome/intro.htm

What is Marshall Syndrome? Marshall syndrome is a genetic disorder of the key connective
tissue collagen. It was originally described by Dr. D. Marshall in 1958 and has been studied pe-
riodically since that time. There is debate between researchers and physicians that Marshall
syndrome is a form of the more common genetic disorder Stickler syndrome because affected
individuals of both syndromes have similar symptoms and facial features. Subsequent genetic
research has been conducted, and while Marshall and Stickler syndromes have mutations that
result in overlap, there are clear genetic differences between the two syndromes.

Obvious differences are that most individuals with Marshall syndrome have some degree of
hearing loss, while persons with Stickler syndrome rarely have hearing loss; most of those with
Stickler syndrome have cataracts, while it is less common in individuals with Marshall syn-
drome; and people with Marshall syndrome are much more likely to be short in stature com-
pared to those with Stickler syndrome.

The three most common areas affected by Marshall syndrome are the mouth and facial struc-
tures, eyes, and joints. The facial formation gives affected individuals a childlike appearance.
Marshall syndrome can also cause sensorineural hearing loss. Marked facial features include a
smaller than normal or missing nasal bone, flat nasal bridge, large widely spaced eyes, promi-
nent and/or protruding upper front teeth, thick lips, and flat midface. Other physical features

may be evident, such as short , stocky stature and outward bowing of forearm bones. Abnor-
malities of sweating and thin hair may also be present.

What Causes Marshall Syndrome? Marshall syndrome is one of a group of disorders having
a combination of skeletal and ocular (eye) manifestations often called hereditary vitreoreti-
nopathies. The syndrome is caused by an abnormality in collagen. Specifically, mutations occur

in the COL11A1 gene. The  gene name for Marshall syndrome is Collagen, Type XI, alpha 1. Hu-
man traits are the product of the interaction of two genes from that condition, one received

from the mother and one from the family. In autosomal dominant disorders like Marshall syn-

drome, a single copy of the abnormal gene (received from either parent) dominates the normal

gene and results in the appearance of the disease. In some cases, the disorder can be the re-

sult of a new mutation in the affected individual. The risk of transmitting the disorder from af-

fected parent to offspring is 50% for each pregnancy regardless of the sex of the child.
What is the Prevalence of Marshall Syndrome? Marshall syndrome is a very rare disorder
with an autosomal dominant pattern that affects males and females equally. Due to the rarity

of the syndrome, very little demographic data are available. Fewer than 100 cases have been
reported.
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worldwide in medical literature. Some cases may have gone undiagnosed because genetic test-
ing is so expensive.

How is Marshall Syndrome Diagnosed? The diagnosis of Marshall syndrome is often made
by an ophthalmologist and/or a pediatrician because of the early onset of serious eye and ear
conditions, in addition to the marked physical features. Most affected individuals are highly
nearsighted. Other eye problems may occur such as cataracts, glaucoma, crossed eyes
(strabismus), a condition called hypertropia in which the line of vision is higher in one eye than

the other, and progressive retinal detachment. Some children are born with cataracts while

others develop cataracts in adolescence.

Various ranges in hearing loss can be detected as early as the first year in life and are also
common. The loss in hearing may also be a result of individuals with the syndrome experienc-
ing repeated middle ear infections (otitis media).

A series of X -rays will reveal numerous bone malformations, especially in the face and skull.
Some of these are palate abnormalities, protruding front teeth, a thicker than normal upper
portion of the skull (calvaria), and calcium deposits in the skull (cranium). Early onset os-
teoarthritis of the knees and spine begins in midlife.

What is the Treatment for Marshall Syndrome? No treatment is available for the Marshall
syndrome; however, cataracts may require surgery, and retinal detachments can be repaired
successfully if diagnosed early. Plastic surgery can improve the function and appearance of

the nose, and the use of amplification devices, such as hearing aids, may be prescribed after
audiological testing. Genetic counseling is recommended for individuals with the syndrome and

their families.

What are the Educational Implications of Marshall Syndrome? A child with Marshall syn-
drome may be eligible as a child with a disability =~ based on sensory, physical, and/or learning
needs that require specially designed instruction by special education personnel. If the child

has a qualifying visual impairment, including blindness, a certified teacher of students with vis-

ual impairments will be a member of the educational team. If the child has a qualifying hearing
impairment, including deafness, a certified teacher trained in deaf education will be a member

of the educational team. If the child has a combined vision or hearing loss, he or she should be

referred to the State Deaf  -Blind Project.

For more information about Marshall Syndrome:

http://www.rarediseases.org/rare -disease -information/rare - diseases/bylD/879/viewAbstract

http://disorders.eyes.arizona.edu/handouts/marshall -syndrome
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! Getting to Know You:
N s A Social Skills and Ability Awareness Curriculum

Know You
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(YY)
&i visually impaired, the acquisition of social skills is a process that requires ongoing ingt
. «ssee feedback from teachers, specialists, family members, and peers.

nel, general education teachers, and families. Authors Nita Crow and Stephanja.k
created a curriculum that engages students who are blind and visually impaire| &%
sighted agenates in activities that promote social competence and awareness
which students who are blind or visually impaired learn social skills.

For more information and to order,fgtptdshop.aph.org

NEWS FROM NICHCY

New Fact Sheet: Multiple DisabilitiesWultiple Disabilities is

National Dissemination Center
w for Children with Disabilities

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

Find information about the disabilities that may be involved, where to find help, tips for families, tips fo
teachers, and more in our brand new fact shdw#tp://nichcy.org/disability/specific/multiple Please feel
free toshare it with others!

http://nichcy.org/disability/specific

Find this and other helpful fact sheets (many of which are also available in Spanish) on our website at:

assmsawasney —— THis curriculum for gradé® Kelps students who are blind and visually impaired or sighted inte
and get to know each other. Social skills instruction provides students with tools to inferact ¢

> @ effectively, develop and maintain friendships, intergriedlrares, and successfully seek gnd
\D maintain employment and independent living opportunities as adults. For students who are |

ructiol

The Getting to Know You Kit is designed for VI teachers, orientation & mobility speC|aI|sts other relafed ser

one of the categories of disabilities identified as eligible for special education services in the Individuals with

=

cording to a2013 study 21% of Americans read below a fifth grade level.

We've added a new feature to our website to allow users to listen to our content and follow along with

is accessing our website on a Smartphone, where the text can be too small to read easily.

a Simply click the Listen button to activate tReadSpeakeplayer, which will start reading the content of
the page. The text is also highlighted while it is being readhforcing a better understandingf the text.

In addition, we offer a wide variety of resources in Spanish, so we equipped our espafiol pages with a
voice and an Escuchar button. Sparsgleaking web users can enjoy this feature, and those wantitepio
Spanish can work on their pronunciatiorGo to: http://nichcy.org/disability
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Our website just goeven moreaccessible!The National Dissemination Center for Children with Dis-
abilities (NICHCY) takes pride in offering a website that is easy to navigate, compliant with Section 508 of th
Rehabilitation Act, and written in plain language. But what about web users who still struggle with text? Ac-

high-

lighted text. This not only helps low literacy users and those with dyslexia, but can be useful for any user whe
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001x94yoVbDW4OQd1NdaQWQ4XTJ_FYkKKL44t92jXvaolgTKXrVKcI_sw21RKya3wGW-Yay4zbM2Uklc0OfT2pQ3-VDCf1oeC5NAJmOAGKfi-9bSBxsgnxSaE4_4Wap1dldsAOKtYZb9MO14uUlFLZZG8jTzWxpBl_T
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001x94yoVbDW4OTxc2KFgXXmVJwP4yOrX8z59qitUlD8ST_fDrBynx40zcfJAjq1rMKQxuWwBNrflSvCk1Z1wL6QsRl-pSHucRyWcVj8iI8geUMsJurQljl0CR36vISxnC0EqiHZatGjs8=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qY4YzhlWmvfA-hO1VNzXkj4EHQYASM-B711rKBiWCF6noc7Hna2cQo2bBWakZ_t3fy6YbbJ7XKpyOrF87mi-vdK0iboGirr8SGApsiuhe3eo4Qm6qXW8Gi_hbmDAKLg3CK0PoHKohwEUwzE5gfK1ZvstLz1N6aG_R5db4YzuJ57XHWHLDQu35w==
https://shop.aph.org/wcsstore/APHConsumerDirect/images/catalog/products_large/1-08052-00_GettingtoKnowYouKit.jpg
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001qY4YzhlWmvdqUXrphYBItU_ghFLJEdWrntezFAt6WlWfn2mY8ucBLZkdFuZqpNis0sqTkIBSCX9S02tqv4uXr9NLW14Rfoj0eB6xMQxdlu2L5a7WPIq0lg==




