Stages of Language Acquisition
	Silent Receptive
	Characteristics 
Students: 
Are often verbally unresponsive 

Are often hesitant and un sure 

May use one word responses 

Are developing listening skills 

Need time to be comfortable with classroom environment, procedures and activities 

Respond non-verbally by pointing, nodding gesturing or drawing 



	Early Production
	Characteristics 
Students: 
Relate words to their environment 

Begin to grasp main ideas of message 

Begin to focus on contextual clues 

Use routine expressions independently 

Demonstrate improved comprehension 

Mispronounce words (no need for correction) 

Will repeat or recite memorable language 

Will use one or two word responses advancing to two or three words 

May not tell you if they do not understand



	Speech Emergence
	Characteristics 
Students: 
Begin to speak in simple sentences 

Demonstrate expanded vocabulary 

Show improved comprehension 

May ask for clarification or meaning 

Participate in small group discussions 

May rely on native language to communicate complex ideas 

Start to acquire basic communication skills and social language 

May not tell you if they do not understand



	Intermediate Fluency
	Characteristics 
Students: 
Begin to speak in more complex sentences 

May use incorrect grammar and verb forms 

Participate more often in large groups 

Need context clues in content area 

Exhibit greater vocabulary development 

Begin to think in the new language instead of translating from native

language 



	Advanced Fluency
	Characteristics 
Students: 
Can interact extensively with native speakers 

Make few grammatical errors 

Participate in English literacy programs 

Have high levels of comprehension but may not understand all of the academic language 

Read and write for a variety of purposes 

Continue to need extensive vocabulary development in content 
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