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	Standard 1: Standards and Instructional Planning
	The school implements a curriculum that is aligned to Colorado Academic Standards and ensures rigorous, effective instructional planning.

	Sources of Evidence
	
	

	Documentation
	Interviews
	Observations

	District curriculum documents

Curriculum guides, scope & sequence

Curriculum guides

Curriculum maps

Lesson planning templates

Lesson plan samples

Performance descriptors

Rubrics

Exemplar collections
	Student learning plan examples (anon.) School handbook

School and classroom data

Team meeting agendas and notes

Professional learning calendar and/or topics

Course descriptions and similar materials shared with families
	Copies of pertinent assessments

Student enrollment information

Library and/or computer lab schedule

Budget
	Instructional staff

School leadership

School administrators

District administrators

Instructional specialists

Coaches and/or mentors
	Classrooms

Library/Media Center

Grade-level team meetings

Staff meetings


	Indicator 1.a. Standards-Based Focus
	Teachers plan instruction based on the district's curriculum aligned with Colorado Academic Standards and grade-level expectations.
	Indicator Rating
	

	1.a.1. Teaching/Learning Cycle.
	Teachers have a common understanding of a standards-based teaching and learning cycle.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.a.2. Curriculum Analysis.
	Teachers and school leadership analyze and understand the academic standards and expectations for their grade level and/or content area(s).
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.a.3. Indicators of Mastery.
	The school uses indicators of mastery, such as evidence outcomes, to describe types and levels of performance expected at each grade level.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.a.4. Horizontal Articulation.
	Teachers participate in horizontal curriculum articulation (within grade level or department/course) within the school to ensure consistency of planning and practice.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.a.5. Vertical Articulation within School.
	Teachers participate in vertical articulation (cross-grade or content area) to ensure there are no gaps or unnecessary overlaps in curriculum.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.a.6. Vertical Articulation across Schools.
	Teachers participate in vertical curriculum articulation across schools at key transition points to clarify expectations and ensure there are no gaps or unnecessary overlaps.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.a.7. Communication with Students and Families.
	Standards and grade-level expectations are communicated effectively to students and families.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.a.8. Job-Embedded Professional Learning.
	Instructional staff engages in ongoing, job-embedded professional learning opportunities (including coaching) to initiate and refine standards-based instructional planning.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	


	Indicator 1.b. Guaranteed and Viable Curriculum
	Teachers consistently plan instruction to ensure a guaranteed and viable curriculum is provided.
	Indicator Rating
	

	1.b.1. Equitable and Challenging.
	Instructional planning ensures equitable and challenging learning experiences that scaffold increasing depth, breadth, and cognitive complexity to prepare all students for success at the next level.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.b.2. 21st Century Skills.
	Twenty-first century skills (i.e., collaboration, critical thinking, invention, information literacy, and self-direction) are routinely incorporated into instructional planning.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.b.3. Prepared Graduate Competencies.
	Instructional planning (P-12) incorporates prepared graduate competencies to ensure student success in postsecondary and workforce settings.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.b.4. Relevance.
	Instructional planning emphasizes the relevance and application of acquired knowledge and skills to real-world situations.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.b.5. Information Literacy and Technology.
	Instructional planning includes student research, information literacy, reasoning skills, and students’ routine access to available technology at each grade level.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.b.6. Resource Allocation.
	Planning ensures teachers have sufficient time, materials, and instructional tools to teach the curriculum so students can learn the content and perform at mastery level.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.b.7. Access to Curriculum.
	All students have access to the district’s guaranteed and viable curriculum regardless of content area, level, course, or teacher.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	


	Indicator 1.c. Instructional Planning
	Instructional planning is frequently collaborative and leads to instruction that is coherent and focused on student learning.
	Indicator Rating
	

	1.c.1. Collaborative Planning.
	School administrators promote collaborative planning by scheduling adequate time in the master schedule.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.2. Backwards Design.
	Teachers use a backwards design process to ensure instructional planning begins with the end in mind, starting with the big ideas, learning targets, and planned criteria to assess mastery.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.3. Data and Planning.
	Teachers use student data and current performance levels when planning instruction.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.4. Common Planning
	Teachers incorporate common elements in their planning, such as learning objectives, academic vocabulary, essential questions, and differentiated student activities.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.5. Planning Tools.
	Teachers use aligned curricular documents and other tools (e.g., curriculum maps, pacing guides) to guide their instructional planning.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.6. Rigor.
	Teachers include high expectations and academic rigor for all students in their instructional planning.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.7. Academic Program Alignment.
	Curriculum is coordinated and aligned across academic programs (e.g., special education, gifted education).
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.8. Curriculum and Materials.
	Teachers understand the different purposes of curriculum and instructional programs/materials and use both appropriately in instructional planning.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	

	1.c.9. Accountability.
	School administrators monitor instructional plans and hold teacher teams accountable for developing standards-based lessons.
	(4) 
	(3)
	(2)
	(1) 
	(NA) 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Comments:
	


	(4) Developed and fully implemented on an ongoing and sustained basis
	(3) Developed and generally implemented throughout the school
	(2) In development and/or partially implemented
	(1) Initial development and/or minimal implementation
	(NA) Not Applicable



