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Public School Choice Regulations 
before NCLB Waiver

• Title I schools on any level of School Improvement 
(Y 1 d b d) h d t d l tt ff i(Year 1 and beyond) had to send a letter offering 
public school choice to all current and incoming 
studentsstudents.  

• Schools could not offer Supplemental Educational 
Services (SES) until they were on SchoolServices (SES) until they were on School 
Improvement Year 2.

• School Improvement status was determined by howSchool Improvement status was determined by how 
the school had fared in meeting its AYP targets, in 
the past as well as for the most recent testing 
results.   



Public School Choice Regulations
b f NCLB W ibefore NCLB Waiver

At this point in the school year, it was known that p y ,
some Title I schools definitely would have to offer 
public school choice the following year.  

Schools already on Improvement that had not 
made AYP the prior year would remain onmade AYP the prior year would remain on 
Improvement (assuming they continued to take 
Title I funds) because they needed to make AYP 
two years in a row to come off Improvement.



Public School Choice Regulations
b f NCLB W ibefore NCLB Waiver

Other Title I schools had the “potential” to go on 
Improvement or come off depending on whether theImprovement, or come off, depending on whether the 
school made its current AYP targets.

If the school had been on Improvement but made 
AYP last year, it would come off Improvement if it 
made AYP again this year. 

If the school had not made AYP last year and did notIf the school had not made AYP last year and did not 
make AYP again this year, it would go on 
Improvement.  p



Public School Choice Regulations
b f NCLB W ibefore NCLB Waiver

Districts did not know which schools would have to offer choice 
or which ones could be “choice schools” until immediatelyor which ones could be choice schools  until immediately 
before the school year began when AYP was released.  
Letters had to be drafted “just in case” and worst-case-

i t t ti l dscenario transportation plans made.

Letters had to be sent to parents even if no choice school was 
available.

CDE had to apply to the U.S. Dept. of Ed. for waivers for pp y p
districts that had less than 2 weeks between AYP release and 
the start of school.



Public School Choice Regulations
after NCLB Waiver

• Only Title I schools on Priority 
Improvement or Turnaround must send 
letters offering public school choice to all 
current and incoming students.

• Schools on Improvement or Performance
plans can be choice schoolsp
New school status categories are Performance (highest), Improvement, 
Priority Improvement and Turnaround (lowest).



Public School Choice Regulations
after NCLB Waiver

• Status is determined by the 2011 y
School Performance Frameworks 
(SPFs)–not TCAP 2012.  ( )

• Supplemental Educational Services 
(SES) must be offered to students who(SES) must be offered to students who 
remain in Priority Improvement and 
Turnaround schools and test belowTurnaround schools and test below 
proficient the same year that they are 
offered choice.offered choice.



In late April Superintendents received lettersIn late April, Superintendents received letters 
regarding any Title I schools that currently are 
on Priority Improvement or Turnaround planson Priority Improvement or Turnaround plans 
and, thus, will be on them in 2012-13 and 
must offer public school choicemust offer public school choice.

Letters included:Letters included:
1. Information about when public school 

choice must be offered;choice must be offered;
2. Regulations around informing community. 



Districts with Schools onDistricts with Schools on
Priority Improvement or Turnaround

Must offer all students the option to transfer toMust offer all students the option to transfer to 
another school, in the district, not on Priority 
Improvement/Turnaround or deemed 
persistently dangerous.
– If a district has two schools that are not Priority 

I t/T d th b th h l tImprovement/Turnaround, then both schools, at a 
minimum, must be offered as choice options.  

– Choice schools also can be new start-ups, as long C o ce sc oo s a so ca be e s a ups, as o g
as at least one pre-existing school that has 
academic data is offered.   



Districts with Schools on

M t l ith l d h th

Districts with Schools on
Priority Improvement or Turnaround

• Must comply with rules around how they 
notify parents about the school choice 

tioption. 
• Notification must be mailed to parents of 

all students enrolled in the school.
• Districts must shoulder transportation p

costs for such transfers. 



• If school choice or transportation funds are sc oo c o ce o a spo a o u ds a e
limited, district must give first priority to the 
lowest achieving students from low-g
income families.

• Students who transfer must be allowed to 
attend that “choice school” until theyattend that choice school  until they 
complete the highest grade, even if the 
original school is no longer on Priorityoriginal school is no longer on Priority 
Improvement/Turnaround.



• If the original school has come off Priority 
Improvement/Turnaround, the district noImprovement/Turnaround, the district no 
longer has to pay for transportation.

• Letters to parents of current students as• Letters to parents of current students as 
well as new enrollees can be mailed any 
time but must be early enough thattime, but must be early enough that 
parents receive them at least 14 business 
days prior to the beginning of the 2012-13days prior to the beginning of the 2012-13 
school year.



• Letters must be translated into Spanish 
unless there are no Spanish households in 
the Priority Improvement/Turnaround school.



If the district has no “choice schools” to which 
students can transfer because:
– it has no other schools in same grade span; orit has no other schools in same grade span; or
– all other schools in the grade span also are on 

Priority Improvement/Turnaround,y p ,

school choice notification letters do not have 
to be sent to parentsto be sent to parents.

The district must include improvement statusThe district must include improvement status 
in SES letters to parents of eligible children 
based on TCAP 2012, going out in August.based on TCAP 2012, going out in August.



Letter Requirementsq

The Parent Choice Notification Checklist 
details all requirements for the letters.
http://www.cde.state.co.us/FedPrograms/dl/imp_psc_pcnc.pdf



1 Date and send the letter early enough1.  Date and send the letter early enough 
that parents receive it at least 14 
business days prior to the first day ofbusiness days prior to the first day of 
school.

2 Identify whether school is on Priority2.  Identify whether school is on Priority 
Improvement or Turnaround. 

3 Explain why school is on Priority3.  Explain why school is on Priority 
Improvement orTurnaround.  Specify 
content area(s) reading writing mathcontent area(s), reading, writing, math 
or science, academic growth, grad rate.



4 E l i th t t t f hild t4.  Explain that parents may transfer child to      
another school that is not on Priority 
Improvement orTurnaroundImprovement orTurnaround.

For example:  [School] and [District] are committed 
t i th t ll hild h fi i t l l fto ensuring that all children reach proficient levels of 
achievement.  But you also have the option to 
transfer your student to another school in our districttransfer your student to another school in our district 
that is not on Priority Improvement or Turnaround. 

Be careful not to imply any repercussions for 
transferring students.  



5. Explain that the district will pay for/provide 
transportation based on at least one of   
the following options:

• From the home to the choice school or;
• From the school-on-improvement to the choice school.

Example:  If you want to transfer your student, [District] will 
provide bus transportation from [School] to one of the 
following choice schools:following choice schools:

[Choice School #1]
[Choice School #2] 

Watch your “tone.”  Do not discourage parents, insinuate that 
funds are not available or set an unrealistic deadline.



6 Explain that if the parent keeps their student at6. Explain that if the parent keeps their student at 
the Priority Improvement or Turnaround school 
and if the student is not yet academicallyand if the student is not yet academically 
proficient (e.g., TCAP, CBLA assessment), the 
student may be eligible for free tutoring in the 
2012-2013 school year.



7. Direct Parents to SchoolView to that they ec a e s o Sc oo e o a ey
can compare the Priority Improvement / 
Turnaround schools to choice schools (if(
available) on achievement and growth 
data as reported on 1- and 3-year p y
School Performance Frameworks (SPFs).

Offer to provide hard copies of SPFs if 
they do not have access to the CDE y
website or prefer not to access it that way.



8 Explain what school is doing to8.  Explain what school is doing to 
increase student achievement.
Example:  Before you transfer your student, 
consider our efforts to improve students’ 

d iacademic success:
–Title I and Literacy Lab teachers to provide 
additional instruction to 100+ students dailyadditional instruction to 100+ students daily.

–Instructional Math coaching for K-5 teachers.
–Efforts and initiatives to improve graduation ratesEfforts and initiatives to improve graduation rates.
–Data review to determine what students do well 
and need to do better so we can focus 
i t tiinstruction.



9.  Explain what the district and state are doing to g
help increase student achievement.

E ample [District] pro ides the follo ing to s pportExample: [District] provides the following to support 
improved student achievement:

I l t ti f th F d A h t- Implementation of the Focused Approach to 
School Improvement Grant which includes a 
math intervention program and instruction p g
model for teachers.

- Professional Development for teachers to 
expand their knowledge of reading instructional 
strategies.



- Training in data analysis to help teachers tailor 
classroom instruction to be more responsive toclassroom instruction to be more responsive to 
students’ academic needs.

- Efforts and initiatives to improve graduation rates.

- Alignment with state standards to help our school- Alignment with state standards to help our school 
become more data driven (using actual student 
achievement data to help teachers make decisions 
b t h t t t h d h )about what to teach and how).



10. Recommend ways parents can help address10. Recommend ways parents can help address
the academic issues that led to school going 
on Priority Improvement or Turnaround. y p

Example:  

How can you help us address our academic challenges? 

Parents can assist with schoolwork attend parent conferences readParents can assist with schoolwork, attend parent conferences, read 
monthly newsletters and make sure children attend school daily.  
Also, we invite you to attend and participate in the following 
opportunities that will be publicized in monthly newsletters:opportunities that will be publicized in monthly newsletters:

– Attend monthly accountability meetings to address to help 
with our [Priority Improvement or Turnaround] planswith our [Priority Improvement or Turnaround] plans.



– Literacy Night to address reading improvement. y g g p

– Board of Education study committees

– PTA meetings and Parent Coffees sponsoredPTA meetings and Parent Coffees sponsored 
by Title I teachers.

– Become a Parent Volunteer.

– Efforts and initiatives to improve graduation rates. 

– Discuss ways you can help in the classroomDiscuss ways you can help in the classroom 
and at home with your child’s teacher.



11 Provide a Spanish translation of11. Provide a Spanish translation of 
the letter and attachments 
( l th S i h(unless there are no Spanish 
households).  

Keep file copies of these letters forKeep file copies of these letters for 
possible CDE monitoring and/or U.S. 
Department of Education auditsDepartment of Education audits.



How to access School Performance 
F k (SPF )Frameworks (SPFs)
Go to SchoolView http://www.schoolview.org/

Click on “School Performance” button.

Colorado Department of Education



IInstruct 
parents to 

click on your 
districtdistrict

Colorado Department of Education



Click on any  
school(s)( )

Colorado Department of Education



Click on 1-year or

Colorado Department of Education

Click on 1 year or 
3-year report



ResourcesResources
Public School Choice Information
http://www.cde.state.co.us/FedPrograms/imp/psc.asp

• Parent Choice Notification Checklist:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/FedPrograms/dl/imp_psc_pcnc.pdf

• Sample letter:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/FedPrograms/dl/imp_psc_exschs.pdf

• Sample template:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/FedPrograms/dl/imp_psc_exshstemplate.doc



Questions?Questions?

Leslie BacaLeslie Baca
303-866-6700

baca l@cde state co usbaca_l@cde.state.co.us

D M tDonna Morganstern
303-866-6209
t d@ d t tmorganstern_d@cde.state.co.us


