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Dropout Prevention Practice Guide

• Introduce Doing What Works (DWW)

• Explain each of the recommended practices

• Show selected media from schools 

• Provide tools for implementation

• Stimulate thinking about next steps
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DWW Goal

Translate research-based practices 

into examples and practical tools

that support and improve 

classroom instruction
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Overview of DWW

Builds a bridge from research to action

• Free resource 

from the U.S. 

Department of  

Education

• Developed by 

WestEd, AIR, & 

RMC.

• Starts with IES 

research reviews.
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Topic Page:
-Expert Interviews
-Multimedia Overview
-Planning Templates
-Related Links
-Visual Diagram

1074_do_template_district_level_rev.doc
951_dp_diagram.pdf


Recommended Practices
• Diagnostic Practices

– Data System

• Targeted Interventions

– Adult Advocates

– Academic Supports

– Social/Behavioral Supports

• Schoolwide Practices

– Learning Environment

– Rigorous and Relevant Instruction



For Each Practice:

• Key concepts

• Research Base
• Expert interviews

• Featured Schools
• Media products: Audio and Video 

interviews, Classroom footage, 
Slideshows

• Sample Materials

• Ideas for action

• Tools and templates



Practice 1

Use Data Systems to Identify 

Individual Students at Risk of 

Dropping Out 





• Freshman On Track 
Indicator

• Less than two F’s

• Five credits in 
the freshman 
year)  

• Predict with 80% 
accuracy

• Other Indicators

• Course grades

• Absences

• School Climate

1293_ds_audio_twoormore.mp3
1293_ds_audio_twoormore.mp3


Practice 2

Assign Adult Advocates 

to Students at Risk 

of Dropping Out





Practice 3

Provide Academic Support 

and Enrichment to Improve

Academic Performance



Project-Based Learning

1057_as_video_credit.mov
1057_as_video_credit.mov
1057_as_video_credit.mov


Practice 4

Implement Programs to 

Improve Students' Classroom 

Behavior and Social Skills



Teacher Self-Reflection

1030_sp_tool_02_reflect_rev.doc
1030_sp_tool_02_reflect_rev.doc
1030_sp_tool_02_reflect_rev.doc


Practice 5

Personalize the Learning 

Environment and 

Instructional Process





The Five Big 
Rocks

1064_le_video_5rocks.mov
1064_le_video_5rocks.mov


Practice 6

Provide Rigorous and 

Relevant Instruction 

to Engage Students 

and Build Skills





Further Details

foxfire_site_further_details.pdf


Next Steps – Food for Thought

• What data are important for our school and district 
to use to identify students who are off-track to 
graduation? How does your school and district know 
the needs of your students?

• What supports (academic and social-emotional) are 
in place? What additional supports are needed to 
meet students’ needs? 

• How can our school and district strengthen academic 
rigor and relevance and develop a more personalized 
learning environment?



http://dww.ed.gov

Want to use DWW to support 
your dropout prevention and 
school reform efforts and 
need more assistance?

Contact me at:

Marlene Darwin, Ph.D.
American Institutes for 
Research (AIR)
mdarwin@air.org
202 403-5395

mailto:mdarwin@air.org

