
 

Colorado Academic Standards  

Social Studies 
 

 

Standards are the topical organization of an academic content area. The four standards of 

social studies are: 

 

1. History 

History develops moral understanding, defines identity and creates an appreciation 

of how things change while building skills in judgment and decision-making. History 

enhances the ability to read varied sources and develop the skills to analyze, 

interpret and communicate.  

 

2. Geography 

Geography provides students with an understanding of spatial perspectives and 

technologies for spatial analysis, awareness of interdependence of world regions and 

resources and how places are connected at local, national and global scales.  

 

3. Economics 

Economics teaches how society manages its scarce resources, how people make 

decisions, how people interact in the domestic and international markets, and how 

forces and trends affect the economy as a whole. Personal financial literacy applies 

the economic way of thinking to help individuals understand how to manage their 

own scarce resources using a logical decision-making process of prioritization based 

on analysis of the costs and benefits of every choice.  

 

4. Civics 

Civics teaches the complexity of the origins, structure, and functions of 

governments; the rights, roles and responsibilities of ethical citizenship; the 

importance of law; and the skills necessary to participate in all levels of government.   

 



 

 

1. History 
 

The study of history prepares students to develop critical thinking skills in an effort to explain the 

human experience through events of the past. Discerning clarity from the jumble of conflicting 

facts and sources, students get a clearer picture of how individuals, communities, and the world 

connect, both past and present. History develops moral understanding, defines identity and creates 

an appreciation of how things change, while building judgment and decision-making skills. History 

enhances the ability to read varied sources and develop the skills necessary to analyze, interpret, 

and communicate. 

 

History inspires by exposing students to the wonders and beauty of the past. The historical 

perspective prepares for an ever-changing future by helping to understand changes in the past. It 

allows students to gain perspective and develop better judgment by discovering and uncovering 

the complexity of human beings. This allows students to better understand themselves as 

individuals and their place in a complex and often confusing society. History provides examples of 

ethical behavior and the context for change, and illustrates the importance of responsible members 

of society in both our country and our world.  

 

History is a critical component in the future success of a student in the 21st century world. Inquiry 

is the central component of historical thinking. Students learn the skills of reading, interpreting and 

analyzing historical sources and develop the ability to craft a well-constructed and communicated 

historical argument. History teaches the interpretive, analytical, and critical thinking skills that will 

allow students to become productive citizens in the future. 

 
Prepared Graduates 

The prepared graduate competencies are the preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and skills 

that all students who complete the Colorado education system must master to ensure their success 

in a postsecondary and workforce setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared Graduate Competencies in the History standards are: 

 Develop an understanding of how people view, construct, and interpret history 

 Analyze key historical periods and patterns of change over time within and across nations 

and cultures 



 

 

2.  Geography 
 

[]The study of geography creates an informed person with an understanding of spatial perspective 

and technologies for spatial analysis; and an awareness of the interdependence of the world 

regions and resources, and how places are connected at the local, national, and global scales. 

Students understand the complexity and interrelatedness of people, places, and environments. 

Geography helps students appreciate the dynamic relationships and complexity of the world.  

 

The skills, concepts, and knowledge acquired in geography are fundamental literacy components 

for a 21st century student. Use of critical thinking, information literacy, collaboration, self-direction, 

and invention are apparent in every facet of geographic education. Geography helps students 

develop a framework for understanding the world, ultimately contributing to the creation of 

informed citizens. 

 

Prepared Graduates 

The prepared graduate competencies are the preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and skills 

that all students who complete the Colorado education system must master to ensure their success 

in a postsecondary and workforce setting. 

 

Prepared Graduate Competencies in the Geography standard are: 

 Develop spatial understanding, perspectives, and personal connections to the world 

 Examine places and regions and the connections among them 

 



 

 

3.  Economics 

 

Economics and personal financial literacy teach students the skills, knowledge, and habits that they 

must master in order to contribute in a positive manner to society. Economics and personal 

financial literacy teach how to understand personal responsibility, set goals, create plans, evaluate 

choices, value entrepreneurship, comprehend globalization and international connections, and learn 

to make rational decisions through critical analysis. 

 

Economics teaches students how society manages its scarce resources, how people make 

decisions, how people interact in the domestic and international markets, and how forces and 

trends affect the economy as a whole. Personal financial literacy applies the economic way of 

thinking to help understand how to manage scarce resources using a logical decision-making 

process that involves prioritization based on analysis of the costs and benefits of every choice.  
 

Economics and personal financial literacy are essential to function effectively in personal lives, as 

participants in a global economy, and as citizens contributing to a strong national economy. As 

citizens, workers, consumers, savers, and investors, members of society must have a level of 

economic and personal financial literacy that enables them to understand how economies function 

and to apply economic analysis in their own lives.  

 

Prepared Graduates  

The prepared graduate competencies are the preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and skills 

that all students who complete the Colorado education system must master to ensure their success 

in a postsecondary and workforce setting. 

 
Prepared Graduate Competencies in the Economics Standard are: 

 Understand the allocation of scarce resources in societies through analysis of individual 

choice, market interaction, and public policy 

 Acquire the knowledge and economic reasoning skills to make sound financial decisions 



 

 

 

4.  Civics 
 

Civics has an impact on every individual daily through the work of city councils, state legislatures, 

Congress and school boards. Civics teaches students the complexity of the origins, structure, and 

functions of governments; the rights, roles, and responsibilities of ethical citizenship; the importance 

of law; and the skills necessary to participate in all levels of government. 

  

Civics is a foundational component of the educational experience and critical to the continued success 

of our society. A democratic and free society relies on the skills, intelligence, engagement and virtue 

of its citizens. Our students will one day be responsible for strengthening our civic culture based on 

the knowledge they learn at school, their own values, and their choices for action. Democracy 

demands that they have these tools to be responsible contributors to civic culture. 

 

Prepared Graduates  

The prepared graduate competencies are the preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and skills that 

all students who complete the Colorado education system must master to ensure their success in a 

postsecondary and workforce setting. 

 

Prepared Graduate Competencies in the Civics standard are: 

 Analyze and practice rights, roles, and responsibilities of citizens 

 Analyze the origins, structure, and functions of governments and their impacts on 

societies and citizens 

 


