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Colorado Content Collaboratives Meeting 

May 2 & 3, 2012 

Colorado Springs, CO 

Session Summary 

 
 
 
 Goals of Meeting:  
 
• On-going review of existing assessments for use in Fall 2012 trial  
 
• Identify gaps by the end of Day Two  
 
• Discuss next steps for Cohort I  
 
The Cohort I Content Collaboratives in Social Studies; Reading, Writing, & 
Communicating; and The Arts (Visual, Music, Dance, & Theatre/Drama), 
reconvened in Colorado Springs on May 2nd and 3rd and, as planned, continued their 
work of reviewing and recommending assessments to be included in the Fall, 2012 
trial/pilot project. The Collaboratives worked in their respective groups the entirety 
of Day One and the morning of Day Two.  

All Collaboratives gathered together at 11:00 AM on Day Two to provide brief 
updates on their review work, as well as commenting on their initial observations 
regarding significant gaps that exist for particular grades and standards.  
Discussion of ongoing work post-Colorado Springs identified a desire on the part of 
the members to continue to have the opportunity for face-to-face time to benefit 
from what has become highly productive interaction and knowledge and resource 
sharing among the Collaborative members. 
 
Jo O’Brien discussed additional next steps for Cohort I which include connecting and 
collaborating with national partners to share resources and best practices, and 
participation in advanced assessment literacy training in order to better equip 
collaborative members to represent assessment work and strategies in their 
districts and regions. 
 
Dr. Brian Sevier, Standards Project Director at CDE, invited the collaborative 
members to participate in the State Model Curriculum Development work that is 
now beginning. This work ties together curriculum planning and assessments for a 
comprehensive teaching and learning resource for Colorado schools and districts. 
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Each Collaborative returned to their group work after lunch, paying particular 
attention to the gaps identified by grade level, assessment type/modality, and 
content. Below are summaries of the work of each of the three Collaboratives. 

Reading, Writing and Communicating 

The Reading, Writing, and Communicating (RWC) Collaborative continued to work 
in sub-group for grades K-2, 3-8, and high school.  Members took stock of new 
assessments available on the wiki and in hard copy and continued with the 
assessment review process.  Members took the opportunity throughout the day to 
look at gaps and orient their work toward fillings as many gaps as possible.  By the 
end of Day Two, the RWC Collaborative completed their gap report with the 
assessments reviewed thus far.  Several members requested some additional 
assessments to review when they reconvene, and the remainder of the members 
were asked to submit requests as they review the gap report and have the 
opportunity to consult with colleagues back in their districts. 

   
 Social Studies 
 
The Social Studies Collaborative also continued their work by grade levels, i.e. 
elementary, middle, and high school, and has been able to rate over 200 
assessments.  The group searched for and added another 50 assessments.  Thus 
far, the Social Studies Collaborative is recommending 30 assessments, and partially 
recommending 33 assessments.   Collaborative members were able to fill most of 
the identified gaps.  Given the large number of gaps at the elementary level, all 
Collaborative members participated in identifying and rating additional assessments 
in this grade level area.  
 
The Arts—Dance; Drama & Theatre; Music; and Visual Arts 
 
The Arts Collaborative organized into their specific content areas as follows:  

♦ Dance— With an inventory of around 100 + assessments and the smallest 
(4 people) group, they worked hard to triage the list and were able to 
complete over 20 assessments. They then conducted a gap report and 
refined the inventory list to include the most promising assessments.  The 
Dance group has committed to finishing up their assessments remotely. 

♦ Drama/Theater— Met as one group and evaluated all of the assessment 
together.  They conducted a gap report and made several specific 
suggestions on possibilities to fill gaps. 

♦ Music— Divided into groups by grade level.  The group spent time refining 
its inventory, particularly with regard to the naming of assessments, and 
then successfully completed their gap report. 
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♦ Visual Arts— Divided into three groups by grade (elementary, middle and 
high school) and completed their assessments.  They then moved on to 
the gap report and were able to successfully complete it by the end of 
Day Two.  

Next Steps 

Cohort I of the Colorado Content Collaboratives will continue their work over the 
coming months.  As indicated above, such work will likely include additional 
meeting opportunities to benefit from the value of the group dynamics and 
interaction.  Details about these plans will be posted on the Content Collaboratives 
website when available. 

  

 


