
+

Push to the End… 

Read to Achieve Spring Webinar 2012 
Presented by Tina Pelletier 
Colorado Department of Education RTA 



+
Webinar Goals 

  Critical connections in ending 
the year 

  Focus on second and third 
grade data  

  Top 5 Strategies to help 
students reach goals 
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Quick Summary: 

  Check your kindergarten data~make sure your students can 
hear sounds in words {PSF Goal} 

  Remember that LNF is added into the composite score for K 
so make sure they know those letters! 

  Check your first grade data~make sure your students can use 
sounds in words {NWF Goal} 

  The first two goals are the easiest! 

  Second and Third grade are more challenging! 

  Why? 



+
Reading Fluency Requires: 

  High frequency words {55% of the text} 

  Phonic knowledge {sounding out and blending strategies} 

  Structural Analysis {breaking words into letter chunks} 

  Phrasing {connection to meaning} 

  Internalizing comprehension {listening to the voice in your 
head as you read} 

  Vocabulary connections {knowing the words} 

  Reader independence and motivation 
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Kinder Success! 
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But the key is … 
  the ability to use sounds in words! 
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These students are solid… 
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How did they get here? 
  Blending charts daily with 

practiced routines and procedures 

  Established ‘wait time’ so students 
can process towards independence 

  Integration of using sounds in 
words in text~being prompted to 
sound through new or unfamiliar 
words rather than ‘skipping’ them. 

  Use of simple decodable text where 
they can practice sounds and 
letters that have been taught 

  Practice manipulating sounds in 
words 

For more information on the 
role of decodable text versus 
predictable text in kindergarten 
and first grade, visit this article 
from the National Right to 
Read Foundation 

http://www.nrrf.org/
decodable_vs_predictable.htm 



+
And they are not painful… 
http://www.freereading.net/images/b/bd/Decodable_nonfiction_6.pdf 
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So how about First Grade? 
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Group A 
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Group B 
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Group C 
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What does Jamie do? 

  She plans carefully based on her data! 

  She carefully monitors the students as they perform any task 

  She carefully selects text and pre-teaches difficult words and 
new skills 

  Students are READING more than 80% or the time she has 
them through fluency rereading of familiar text and reading 
of the new book everyday. 

  She maximizes her time in the 30 minutes they are with her 

  She has provided incentives for outside of class reading 
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Watch as Jamie shows her students 
how to read words with endings… 

  Consider her procedures and routines 

  Feel her ‘wait time’ 

  Watch as she watches for their response 

  Listen for her corrections 

  Notice her pacing 

  Enjoy her accent!   
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Book Introductions 

Scaffolding language and background 

•   Allow students to preview the text 
•   Plant background and unfamiliar language 
•   Head off potential problems with unfamiliar   words 
•   Do not encourage students to skip words 
•   Teach language to sound out words if that is  an option 
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Data Analysis 

If you have data that looks like this: 
 1) Check the accuracy rates.  Look for accuracy rates above 96% 
 2) If the accuracy rate is low, check the words they did not read          
      correctly.  Chances are they will be two-syllable words and words 
      with inflected endings. 
 3) Administer a phonic survey to cross-check 
     A good resource is the Quick Phonics Screener 

 Available here: http://www.readnaturally.com/products/qps.htm#assessmt 



+Third Grade 
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Third Grade Analysis: 

Use the same process: 

  Be sure to check accuracy rates first! If the accuracy rate is 
above 96% it is purely a practice issue… 

  If the accuracy rate is below 96%, look to see what words 
were misread.  Make a list! Chances are for these rates they 
are mostly multisyllabic words with more than two syllables.   

  Some errors might be structural. 
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Cross Check your Data! 

Progress  
monitoring 
median 

MAPS 
Benchmark 
Data 
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Median Progress: 

  Look at three scores at a time 

  Take the median to analyze progress at any given point 

  Example: 

  72, 68, 94, median is {72} 

  {72} 104, 89 median is now {89} 

  {89} 68, 92 median is still {89} 

  {89} 99, 102 new median is {99} 

  data is moving in the right direction! 
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Your Turn 

  Analyze the following progress monitoring scores using the 
three point median… 

  54, 59, 72, 57, 49, 64, 78, 59,  
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Success Strategies! 

  We’ll say it again…read, read, read 

  And the research says:  http://
www.educationmediagroup.com/Archives/currInst/
currInst100826_PPICstudy.php 
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Check to make sure: 

  Students are prereading the text silently before any choral 
reading 

  Teachers are pulling out anticipated difficult words before 
reading ANY text and demonstrating structural analysis 
strategies 

  Teachers are using phrase reading predominantly to get 
through the reading 

  Teachers are prompting students to listen ‘to the voice in 
their head’ as they read to get the gist! 
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Read Naturally 

  Or use another online fluency practice program 

  Make sure kids are graphing their own progress 

  Have them listen to stories on tape and make sure they are 
tracking the text 
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Reread Paragraphs… 

for purposes of thinking about {give a question} 

  Reread for fluency 

  Reread for specific information 

  Reread for partner practice 

  Reread for retelling 

  Reread for summarizing 

  Reread to discuss skill/strategy 
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Chapter Books 
  Make sure students are taking home chapter books for extra 

out of school reading practice 

Give choices for responding 
to text… 
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Students read {with teacher 
support} at least 50% of the time! 

  Yes…but at this point of the year…think more like  

  80% students read…20% teachers talk/assist in making 
connections 

  Research article exemplifying the correlation between 
reading at school/home and achievement 

 http://www.coe.iup.edu/grbieger/Classes/LTCY698/
Readings/Lonya.pdf 

  Lots of partner talk! 
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Final Check… 

  Are the students supported with strategies for reading big 
words? 

  Are the students given the responsibility to do the majority of 
the reading? 

  Are the students reading intensively EVERY DAY? 

  Are students aware of their progress/non-progress? 
Feedback on strategies…Remember…Growth Theory 
Intelligence! 

  Check out this article in ASCD magazine this month 
  http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/

mar12/vol69/num06/Taming-the-Wild-Text.aspx 
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Questions, Issues, Connections! 

  We’ll now open the phone lines for questions, issues, and 
connections. 

  If you have another strategy or connection that has worked 
with your second/third graders, type it into the chat box to 
share with everyone! 

  Thank you for your time and attention today! 


