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TOUCHING BASE 

SPECIAL POINTS OF 
INTEREST 

• Pre-CSAP evaluation                 
tools 

• Summary Writing 

With the approach of the 
Colorado State Assess-
ment Program (CSAP) 
window, many of you may 
be wondering where your 
students stand and where 
it would be best to direct 
your focus.  The first step 
in this process is evalua-
tion.  Where do your stu-
dents stand?  Specifically, 
how do your students fair 

with Colorado State aca-
demic standards? 

Attached (and link at right) 
is a pre-CSAP evaluation 
tool.  This tool is intended 
to be used in the applica-
tion phase of “Teach, 
Model, Practice, Apply”.   
The stem questions pro-
vide a means of determin-
ing performance, in order 

to focus instruction for fu-
ture achievement. 

It is important to note that 
while this provides evalua-
tion and examples, the 
stem questions are not 
CSAP questions and are 
only provided as a tool to 
determine if additional in-
struction is needed in an 
area. 

Please visit the following 
link to download all of the 
stem questions:  http://
preview.cde.state.co.us/
coloradoliteracy/crf/
resources/touching_base/
touching_base.htm 
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way of supplementing 
our core reading pro-
grams.  Summarizing text 
is an essential skill, used 
to show reading compre-
hension across curricu-
lum.  Summary writing is 
fundamental to showing 
student achievement on 
aptitude tests such as the 
CSAP. 
 

At Pike Elementary we 
strive to deliver our core 
reading program with fi-
delity.  At this time of 
year, every child in 3rd 
grade should understand 
this concept and be able 
to write a summary.  
Proper instruction of 
summary writing starts at 
the kindergarten level.   

 

The following steps are 
how summary writing is 
implemented at Pike. 

1. All 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grade students are given a 
summary assessment dur-
ing the first six weeks of 
school.  We use a seven-

A brief introduction to sum-
mary writing:  Haris and 
Hodges (1995) define a sum-
mary as a “brief statement that 
contains the essential ideas of a 

longer passage or selection.”  
Skill in summarization can 
make students more aware of 
the way a text is structured 
and how ideas are related 
(National Reading Panel 
2000).  Summarizing requires 
students to distill information 
into a concise, synthesized 
form and then to restate the 
information.  This involves 
analyzing the text at a fairly 
deep level (Marzano, 
Pickering, and Pollock 2001).  

Students who struggle with 
reading comprehension have 
much difficulty with summarizing 
(Klingner et al. 2007).  (Core:  
Teaching Reading Sourcebook, 
2008) 

The following submission 
is from Kathy Martin at 
Pike Elementary School, 
in Colorado Springs.  Ms. 
Martin has developed a 
process to assist in the 
implementation of sum-
mary writing. 

Kathy Martin—Pike Ele-
mentary (2008) 
At Pike Elementary we 
use summary writing as a 

SUMMARY WRITING—STEP BY STEP 

“STRUGGLING 
READERS OFTEN 

HAVE THE 
‘ ILLUSION OF 

COMPREHENSION’ 
- BELIEVING THAT 
IF THEY DECODE 

THE WORDS, THEY 
HAVE 

UNDERSTOOD 
THE TEXT” 

 
~ RRSG, (2002) 
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teen to twenty point rubric 
to score the student’s writ-
ing and to give them feed-
back.  It is a basic “Step 
Up to Writing” model using 
IVF (Identify the item your 
writing about, select a 
strong Verb, Finish your 
thought). We are specific 
about the feedback and 
“next steps” notes that we 
make on each child’s sum-
mary rubric. 

2. Summary writing is mod-
eled by the classroom 
teacher, reading coach or 
literacy resource teacher.  
Students often struggle 
with separating the main 
idea from the details of a 
story or event.  To better 
help students comprehend 
the main idea, we use a 
“Circle Map” from 
“Thinking Maps” to guide 
this process.  Teachers 
instruct the students to 
always list the details in 
the outer ring of the circle 
first.  This is an “I do, we 
do” activity.  Drawing ar-
rows pointing to the center 
circle of the “Circle Map” 
visually illustrates that all 
of the details of the text 
support and “point” to the 
main idea (example pro-
vided on following page).  
From this process, stu-
dents begin to differentiate 
details from the main idea. 

3. Third, 4th, and 5th graders 

January 2009 Events February 2009 Events 
Jan. 12:  Regional Training, Region 3 
Pueblo:  Baca Elem. 719-549-7530 

Feb. 2:  Leveraging Resources 2nd Session 
Pueblo:  Marriot 719.586.3281 

Jan. 12:  Regional Training, Region 4 
Monte Vista:  Marsh Elem. 719-852-3231 

Feb. 3:  Leveraging Resources 2nd Session 
Denver:  Sheraton Four Points 866.837.4182 

Jan. 13:  Regional Training, Region 2 
Colorado Springs:  Queen Palmer Elem. 719-328-3200 

Feb. 4:  ELL Training 3rd Session 
Denver:  Doubletree 303.321.3333 

Jan. 13:  Regional Training, Region 1 
Commerce City:  Kemp Elem. 303-288-6633 

Feb. 5:  ELL Training 3rd Session 
Pueblo:  Marriot 719.586.3281 

 Feb. 6:  SPED Training 3rd Session 
Colorado Springs:  Doubletree 719.576.8900 

 Feb. 19:  New Staff Training 3rd Session 
Denver:  Doubletree 303.321.3333 

 Feb. 20:  New Staff Training 3rd Session 
Pueblo:  Marriot 719.586.3281 



summarization, the use of 
“Circle Maps” and rubrics 
can be withdrawn.  The 
purpose of withdrawing the 
visual assistance of the 
“Circle Map” or the struc-
ture of the rubric is that the 
students begin to articulate 
the main idea with the de-
tails.  At Pike we require 
four basic transition words, 
First, Next, Then, and Last 
or Finally.  Students auto-
matically give more detail 
when using transition 
words.  When students 
drop the transition words 
from this process the num-
ber of details also drop.  
The use of detail and transi-
tion words is meant to sup-
port the main idea and 
needs to be built into a 
habit.  Sometimes stories 
do not lend themselves to 
four or more details.  This is 
to be addressed with stu-
dents on an ongoing basis 
by the classroom teacher. 

4. Kindergarten and 1st grade 
also participate in summary 
writing.  At this level it is 
more of a “we do” activity.  
Students will participate 
with their classroom 
teacher and create a “Circle 
Map” for their core reading 
story. From that point the 
simple summary outline 
can be followed and mod-
eled by the classroom 
teacher.  Second grade is 
the year that students tran-
sition from being teacher 
dependant and start writing 

at Pike 
practice 
writing 
summaries 
every week 
using their 
core read-
ing pro-
gram.  At 
the begin-
ning of the 
year sum-
maries are 
completed 
as an “I do” 
activity, 
progressing 
as the year 

moves on to a “we do”.  
Summaries can focus on a 
portion of a story, poem, 
paragraph, or be used to 
grasp the main point of an 
entire anthology.  Once inde-
pendence is gained in sum-
marizing text, this activity 

becomes 
embedded 
as “you do” 
workshop 
time.  Stu-
dents start 
out by using 
the rubric 
(Summary 
in a Pack-
age Rubric, 
seen at left) 
or “Circle 
Map” to help 
them plan 
their sum-
mary.  As 
confidence 
and skills 
are gained 
in 

SUMMARY WRITING—STEP BY 
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summaries more inde-
pendently moving from a 
“we do” to a “you do”. 

5. Consistent and construc-
tive feedback could be 
considered the most criti-
cal aspect of instructing 
students to achieve and 
understand summary writ-
ing.  (At Pike, I spend 
coaching time with class-
room teachers helping 
them score student sum-
maries.  Then I, along with 
the principal and class-
room teacher, give the 
students feedback indi-
vidually).  Time spent 
scoring student summa-
ries’ supports high returns 
on achievement.  Individ-
ual feedback, de-
constructing mistakes 
made, and building on 
accomplishments is very 
effective for “next steps” in 
summary writing.  Consis-
tent feedback is crucial to 
the improvement summary 
writing. 

 

If you have questions, please 
feel free to email me, Kathy 
Martin at Pike Elementary; 
martikm@d11.org or give me 
a call at 719-328-4645.   

 

Auman, M.E., (1996) Step Up 
to Writing.  Longmont, CO; 
Sopris West 

Hyerle Ed.D., D. (1995) 
Thinking Maps: Circle Map.  

Cary, N.C.; Thinking 
Maps, Inc. 

Attached with this e-mail you 
will find a copy of “Summary 
in a Package Rubric” 

Online at:http://
preview.cde.state.co.us/
coloradoliteracy/crf/resources/
touching_base/
touching_base.htm 

Pike Elementary 
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Happy New Year! 

Colorado Reading First has moved... our web-site.  We are in the proc-
ess of updating our content and bringing value added to our Reading 
First schools.  The new web-site will be bringing you professional de-
velopment, multi-media, resources, assessments and much, much 
more. 

Please visit: 

http://preview.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/crf/index.htm 

As always we welcome your feedback and input.  If you have any 
questions, com-
ments, concerns or 
complaints, please 
contact Jacob 
Heiney at:   

 

We hope that you 
enjoy the web-site 
and find it both valu-
able and educa-
tional. 

Literacy Grants and Initiatives 
Colorado Reading First 

201 East Colfax Avenue, Room 307 
Denver, CO 80203 

Phone: 303.866.6756 
Fax: 303.866.6647 

E-mail: Heiney_J@cde.state.co.us 

COLORADO DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION 

COLORADO READING FIRST 

PUT READING 1ST! 

W E ARE ON THE W EB!   

HTTP: / / W WW. CDE. STATE. CO. US/
CDELGI / RF_ HOME. HTM 

Colorado Reading First Has Moved, Again, Sort Of 

CRF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CALENDAR 

CDE Office 
Closed on 
January 19, 
2009 
Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 

MON TUE WED THU FRI S/SU 

5 6 7 8 9 10/11 

12 13 14 15 16 17/18 

19 20 21 22 23 24/25 

26 27 28 29 30 31/1 

2 3 4 5 6 7/8 

29 30 31 1 2 3/4 

January 2009 

Regional Training, 
REG 3, Baca 

Leveraging Re-
sources 2nd Ses-
sion, Pueblo, CO 

Regional Training, 
REG 4, Marsh 

Regional Training, 
REG 1, Kemp 

Regional Training, 
REG 2, Queen Palmer 

Leveraging Re-
sources 2nd Ses-
sion, Denver, CO 

ELL 3rd Session, 
Denver, CO 

ELL 3rd Session, 
Pueblo, CO 

SPED 3rd Session, 
Colorado Springs, 

CO 

MLK Jr. Day 

Denver City and County Building 
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