
What do we know from 
reading research? We know 
that repeated and moni-
tored oral reading improves 
fluency. Repeated readings 
improve students’ word 
recognition and comprehen-
sion. Repeated reading can 
benefit most students 
throughout elementary 
school, as well as struggling 
readers at higher grade lev-
els. There are many tools 
that can help you as a 
teacher, coach, or principal 
support fluent readers. Talk 
to your CRF Regional Con-
sultant about these tools or 
email Della Shorman at 
shorman_d@cde.state.co.us. 

BEAR Data Upload 
Review Webinar 

Mark your calendars! The 
CRF Assessment Team will 
be holding a BEAR Data  
Review Webinar on 
April 4, 2007 at 1:30 p.m. 
Pam Cress and Colleen 
O’Neil will be reviewing 
the submission process and 
answering any questions. 
The Webinar will be ar-
chived if you are unable to 
attend. Watch your email 
for more information and 
we look forward to seeing 
you online! 

 

The following information 
was derived from a presen-
tation provided by Deb 
Hunsacker at a coaches 
training at Longfellow Ele-
mentary. 

Fluency has been described 
as the “most neglected” 
reading skill (Allington, 
1983). What is a fluent 
reader? A fluent reader: 

• Can recognize words 
automatically; 

• Can group words to-
gether quickly; 

• Does not have to con-
centrate on decoding 
words; 

• Can give his attention 
to comprehension; and 

• Can recognize words 
and comprehend at the 
same time (Samuels, 
Schermer & Reinking, 
1992). 

Fluency is defined as the 
ability to read text with 
accuracy, rate (grade level 
appropriate) and prosody. 
The focus on fluency is due 
to the fact that it is directly 
related to reading compre-
hension, independent read-
ing, and work completion. 

Why is the development of 
accurate decoding skills 
important to becoming a 
fluent reader? To be a fluent 
reader, a student must be 
able to recognize most of 
the words in a passage “by 
sight”. Further, they must 
be able to read a word suc-
cessfully 4-14 times and 
store the letter-sound cor-
respondences as well as 
retrieve them. The student 
must also read and reread 
large amounts of text.  

If students are to continue 
growing in their ability to 
fluently read passages at 
higher levels of difficulty, 
children must add large 
numbers of words to their 
“sight vocabulary” every 
year. Thus, it is important 
to have reliable decoding 
strategies to improve the 
accuracy with which “new” 
words are identified when 
they are first encountered in 
text. 
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In the next two editions of 
Touching Base, we will pro-
vide biographies of our pre-
senters and overviews of their 
presentations at the April 
conferences. 

Dr. Maria R. Argüelles is 
an educational consultant who 
provides support to states, 
districts, and schools in their 
implementation of Reading 
First. She will be discussing 
the latest research regarding 
vocabulary instruction for 
English Language Learners. 
She will also provide strate-
gies for acquiring vocabulary 
along with describing teacher 
behaviors that increase stu-
dent learning. 

Dr. Argüelles is the co-author 
of several publications and a 
consultant to publishers de-
veloping programs for strug-
gling readers and English lan-
guage learners. In addition, 
she has teaching experience at 
the public school level as well 

as at the undergraduate and 
graduate level. Her primary 
areas of interest are early 
reading instruction, students 
with reading difficulties, and 
reading instruction for Eng-
lish language learners. 

Kim Marcum, M.Ed. is an 
educational consultant and 
national presenter. She has an 
extensive background in spe-
cial education, and has 
worked with learning disabled 
and behaviorally disabled ele-
mentary and secondary stu-
dents for many years. Her 
wealth of experience brought 
her particular expertise in 
working with at-risk students. 

Ms. Marcum will provide 
insight on how to keep stu-
dents engaged and motivated 
in learning while providing 
focused practices that result 
in the mastery of the skills 
taught. Her presentation will 
investigate a variety of meth-
ods for engaging students, 

while teaching participants 
how and when to illicit group 
responses as well as how to 
implement effective partner 
responses. 

Ms. Marcum co-authored the 
Administrator’s Desk Reference of 
Behavior Management. She 
worked as an elementary-
school principal for over 15 
years in the Central Kitsap 
school district, and has pro-
vided leadership to other edu-
cators as they move to imple-
ment plans for improving 
student achievement and de-
velop safe and civil schools. 
She is currently working with 
school districts across the 
country providing coaching 
for teachers working with 
high risk students.  

We look forward to Dr. Ar-
güelles and Ms. Marcum shar-
ing their expertise with us in 
April! 

• Professional develop-
ment in literacy; and 

• Presentations by national 
and state schools recog-
nized for closing the 
achievement gaps. 

Plus, learn how to use time, 
money, and personnel to en-
sure the effectiveness of 
power standards, curriculum 
and instruction and assess-
ments. 

Please see the attached flier at 
the end of this Touching Base, 

You are cordially invited to 
attend the Third Annual 
Colorado Reading Summit 
sponsored by the Colorado 
Department of Education. 

The fee for the conference is 
$75. All educators are wel-
come to register for this full 
day Reading Summit where 
sessions will highlight: 

• Gains with English Lan-
guage Learners; 

• Beating the odds with stu-
dents from poverty; 

for additional information 
about the Reading Summit. 
Register today through the 
CDE website at http://
www.cde.state.co.us/
cde_readsum/index.htm. 

Please feel free to pass this 
information along to all those 
interested including 
your local school board mem-
bers, educators and parents. 
Please note: CRF funds may 
be used to attend the Reading 
Summit. 

UPCOMING APRIL READING FIRST CONFERENCE 

COLORADO READING SUMMIT INVITATION 

“THE MORE 
THAT YOU 

READ, THE MORE 
THINGS YOU 
WILL KNOW. 

THE MORE THAT 
YOU LEARN, THE 

MORE PLACES 
YOU’LL GO!” 
~DR. SEUSS~ 
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Plan now to attend the Rocky 
Mountain Summer Institute in 
beautiful Breckenridge, Colo-
rado, June 24-27, at the Bea-
ver Run Resort and Confer-
ence  Center. 

This year’s theme is Raising 
the Bar: Narrowing the Gap for 
All, Some, AND Few! 

Join with other participants 
and discover innovative, prac-
tical strategies to help your 
school make Adequate Yearly 

Progress (AYP) and imple-
ment Response To Interven-
tion (RTI) services. 

This hands-on Institute dem-
onstrates how to: 

• Increase reading and 
math fluency for older 
students; 

• Create a positive school 
climate; 

• Achieve school-wide 
literacy success; 

• Meet the needs of strug-
gling younger students; 
and 

• Implement academic 
intervention strategies. 

If you are interested in at-
tending the Summer Institute, 
please visit the web site at 
www.bettereducator.com. 

The Rocky Mountain Sum-
mer Institute content qualifies 
for Reading First funds.  

the online courses to be com-
pleted. 

All CRF online courses must 
be completed by CRF teach-
ers by June 1, 2007.  

Also, please do not forget that 
there is a new Assessment 
course. If your teachers have 

There seems to be some con-
fusion as to the final date for 

started the Assessment 
course, the deadline to finish 
the original Assessment 
course is March 31, 2007.  

If you have questions about 
the online courses please con-
tact Colleen O’Neil at 
oneil_c@cde.state.co.us.  

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SUMMER INSTITUTE 

ONLINE COURSE DEADLINE 

DIBELS REPORTING REQUIREMENT 
tion) number for students. 
Colorado Reading First is 
required to report on race, 
disability, free & reduced 
lunch, and ELL data. By using 
SASIDs instead of district 
level IDs, that may be differ-
ent from the SASID number, 
CRF can correlate demo-
graphic and assessment level 
data using the SASIDs. There 
is no need for you to hand 
enter all demographic infor-
mation into the University of 
Oregon or AIMSweb sites. If 
you have already set the 
demographic data in the 

University of Oregon or 
AIMSweb sites, please do not 
feel that you have to remove 
that information. It is accept-
able to keep that information 
in the system if this is your 
process.  

We truly realize that the use 
of DIBELS data for reporting 
purposes is a change and very 
much appreciate your pa-
tience and understanding. If 
you have any additional ques-
tions please feel free to con-
tact Colleen O’Neil at 
oneil_c@cde.state.co.us. 

The CRF staff have had quite 
a few questions and concerns 
about the school-level report-
ing of demographic data asso-
ciated with DIBELS.  

To clarify the requirement: 

You need only to enter 
student SASIDs as the ID 
for each student. You 
will continue to enter 
student benchmark data 
in the same manner as 
you always have. 

CDE collects all demographic 
data based on SASID (State 
Assigned Student Identifica-

TOUCHING BASE 
RECEIVED A 

MAKEOVER FOR 
THE NEW YEAR! 
SEND THE CRF 

TEAM YOUR 
FEEDBACK AND 

IDEAS BY 
EMAILING DELLA 
SHORMAN AT 

SHORMAN_D@CDE. 
STATE.CO.US. 
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From Teresa Combs, Kindergarten Teacher  
Columbian Elementary School  
“I am a Kindergarten Teacher at Columbian Elementary school in Pueblo, 
Colorado. I moved from 5th grade to kindergarten this year. 

I have seen tremendous growth in these little ones just in the past month. In 
January, we benchmarked, and I was surprised; however, at the end of Feb-
ruary, I could not believe how well my progress monitoring went. I had stu-
dents score 3's and 4's on nonsense word fluency at the beginning of January. 
So, I began to progress monitor last Friday for the end of the month and was 
shocked at the amount of learning and processing these kindergarteners have 
shown in February alone. It is like everything began to click.    
 
We have certain report card testing that we also have to complete. And guess 
what? Most of my children have met the goals for Kindergarten, and it is only 
the first week in March. 

I was so excited and proud of these children and also their parents. We can-
not forget the parents who spend endless hours with their children. I have 
taught my students, who have in turn, taught their parents these skills.  I have 
to tell you, this stuff works!” 

Competitive Grants and Awards 
Colorado Reading First 

1560 Broadway, Suite 1450 
Denver, CO 80202-5149 

Phone: 303.866.6756 
Fax: 303.866.6647 

E-mail: shorman_d@cde.state.co.us 

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 

COLORADO READING FIRST 

PUT READING FIRST! 

W E ARE ON THE W EB!   

HTTP:// WWW. CDE. STATE. CO. US/
CDECOMP/ RF_ HOME. HTM 

SUCCESS STORIES 

CRF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT CALENDAR 

Ongoing PD 
Events 

~Online courses 
for new and 
veteran CRF 
teachers. 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

18 19  20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 Bill Metz 
Sopris visit  

28 29  30 31 

April 1 2 3 Queen Palmer 
Sopris visit 

Ellicot Sopris 
visit 

4 Queen Palmer 
Sopris visit 

Ellicot Sopris visit  

5 Stratton Mead-
ows Sopris visit 

Longfellow Sopris 
visit 

6 Stratton Mead-
ows Sopris visit 

Longfellow Sopris 
visit  

7  

8 9 10 11 Olathe Sopris 
visit 

Washington Ele-
mentary Sopris 
visit 

12 Olathe Sopris 
visit 

Washington Ele-
mentary Sopris 
visit 

13 14 

March/April 2007 

DIBELS Spring 
Benchmark 
Window opens 

CRF Annual 
Conference- 
Denver 



Leveraging Literacy
Increasing Your 
Return on Investment

 Colorado
 Reading

Summit

Colorado Reading Summit
May 7, 2007

7:30 am - 4:00 pm
Adam’s Mark Hotel

Denver

Register NOW! 

You won't want to miss this opportunity to learn how to leverage 
your hard work and resources into improved student 
achievement. Take your core competencies to the next level with 
innovative best practices and sound solutions. 

You — and your students — will profit.

Keynote Topics

Hear success stories from sites that 
are effectively leveraging their 
resources:

Superintendents 

BOCES directors

Principals

Curriculum and assessment 
directors

Special education directors

Title I directors

ELA directors

State Board members 

Legislators/policymakers

Higher-ed representatives 

Literacy coaches/
teacher leaders

Literacy consultants
 and trainers 

Washington State Revs Up 

Reading Proficiency

California's Long Beach 
School District Makes Great Strides

Special Guest: Barbara O'Brien, 
Lieutenant Governor 

Who Should Attend

The day-long program features:

State and National Gainmakers

Beating the Odds with Students from Poverty

Gains with English Language Learners

Reading First Results

Distinguished Title I Schools

Blue Ribbon Schools

Plus!

> Learn how to use time, money, and personnel to ensure the 
effectiveness of power standards, curriculum and instruction, 
assessments, and professional development 

> Elementary, secondary and district level interactive sessions 

> Findings from State Reading and Writing Standards Review 

> Presentations by national and state schools recognized for 
making significant gains in reading and writing achievement 
and closing achievement gaps related to ethnicity, language 
differences, disabilities, and socioeconomic differences 

>Snapshots of implementation based on scientific research for 
early and adolescent reading and writing instruction 

Click here for details
and to register online!

(http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_readsum/index.htm)

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_readsum/index.htm

	CRF_TouchingBase_070323.pdf
	2007_Reading_Summit.pdf

