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Assessment Requirements 

To meet standards for an RF award, states 
must ensure that districts:
Select and administer screening, 
diagnostic, and classroom-based 
(progress monitoring) instructional 
assessments.
Provide evidence that assessments are 
reliable and valid and are aligned with 
the instructional program.

(Assessment Committee, 2002)



Assessment Requirements 

To be exemplary, states must also ensure 
that districts:
Use information from valid and reliable 
screening, diagnostic, and classroom-based 
assessments to make instructional 
decisions for K-3 students and to inform 
decisions about appropriate interventions.
Have a clear schedule for assessments and 
use assessments that are appropriate for 
the skills and goals of particular grades.

(Assessment Committee, 2002)



Assessment Requirements 

For evaluation purposes, states must 
ensure that districts:
Report reading achievement data 
disaggregated by low-income, major 
racial/ethnic groups, LEP, and special 
education for K-3 students in Reading 
First Schools.

(Assessment Committee, 2002)



Purposes of Assessment 

Instructional Planning
Screening assessments
Diagnostic assessments
Classroom-based assessments (progress 
monitoring)

Program Evaluation
Outcome assessments

Not entirely separable
Conceptually distinct

(Assessment Committee, 2002)
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Early Reading Assessment

Early Reading Screening Models (Rathvon, 
2004) 
Depending on available resources and the 
needs of the student population, one of 
[three] early reading screening models 
may be selected.
Model 1: Screening, Intervention, and 
Rescreening
Model 2: Two-Tier Screening
Model 3: Screening – Intervention –
Progress Monitoring



Early Reading Assessment

Model 3: Screening – Intervention – Progress 
Monitoring:
All children assessed in the fall with brief 
fluency-based measures to determine their 
pre-intervention skill levels 
All children participate in evidence-based 
reading instruction as part of an early 
prevention program and take time-sensitive 
fluency batteries three times a year 
Children who fail to display expected 
developmental growth trajectories receive 
additional interventions and assessments.  
This is the model underlying DIBELS…



CRF Assessment-Instruction Model

Initial Model (8/18/2004)
Adapted from Rathvon
(2004)
Includes Screening, 
Progress Monitoring, 
Diagnostic and 
Outcome assessments
Incorporates Three-
Tiered Instructional 
Model



CRF Assessment-Instruction Model

Revision 10/30/2004
Identifies 
component-based
diagnostic 
assessment
Emphasizes feedback 
of assessment to 
instruction, 
intervention cycles

at benchmark

at/above benchmark

may determine

will participate in

if continuing difficulty

informs

in BOE for

continue with

may use

use

not meeting growth 
trajectory

use with increasing 
frequency

Below 
benchmark

below benchmark

assess using
informs

in BOE for

Initial Screening 
DIBELS

(brief fluency-
based measures)

Core Instruction:
(early prevention)

Tier I

Progress Monitoring - 
Benchmark

DIBELS
3-4 X per year

End-of-Year 
Assessment

BEAR

Colorado Reading First Assessment-Instruction Model

Core plus
 Supplemental:

Tier II

Progress 
Monitoring - 
Intervention

DIBELS
(weekly-monthly)

Intensive 
Intervention:

Tier III

informal 
diagnostic 

assessments

Component-
based 

Diagnostic 
Assessment

Special Services 
Referral

core program 
assessments



CRF Assessment-Instruction Model

DIBELS serves as screening measure.  
Performance at or on target to achieve benchmark indicates 
TIER I instruction with Core.
Performance below benchmark/aim line directs to TIER II: 
Core plus supplemental instruction.

at benchmark below benchmark

Initial Screening 
DIBELS

(brief fluency-
based measures)

Core Instruction:
(early prevention)

Tier I

Core plus
Supplemental:

Tier II



CRF Assessment-Instruction Model

Students in Core are assessed 3-4 
times per year with DIBELS as 
Progress Monitoring: Benchmark 
assessment.  
DIBELS benchmark results inform 
Core instruction for class and 
individual students.
At end of year, students take BEAR 
Summative Assessment.

at/above benchmark

Core Instruction:
(early prevention)

Tier I

Progress Monitoring - 
Benchmark

DIBELS
3-4 X per year

End-of-Year 
Assessment

BEAR



CRF Assessment-Instruction Model

Students in TIER II intervention 
are assessed more frequently 
(monthly to bi-weekly) with 
DIBELS Progress Monitoring 
assessments. 
Frequency of Progress Monitoring 
assessment is determined by 
intensity and effectiveness of 
intervention strategies.
Core program assessments, 
formal and informal diagnostic 
assessments are used in 
conjunction with DIBELS 
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Progress 
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Intensive 
Intervention:

Tier III
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Component-
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Diagnostic 
Assessment

Special Services 
Referral

core program 
assessments



CRF Assessment-Instruction Model

Revision 
10/19/2004
Identifies core 
program 
assessments in 
BOE
Assessment 
informing 
instruction 
feedback loops

in BOE for

may use

use

not meeting growth 
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use with increasing 
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assess using
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core program 
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CRF Assessment-Instruction Model

Revision 10/30/2004
Provides for 
informal diagnostic 
measures in BOE
Stresses multiple 
intervention –
assessment cycles 
before moving to 
next level
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Colorado Reading First
Assessment Commitments

Cohort 2 Assessment Requirements
Screening:  DIBELS, K-3
Progress Monitoring (Benchmark and 
Intervention):  DIBELS, K-3; BOE 
including Core assessments
Diagnostic: component-based approach 
– select from menu to be shared at a later 
date
Outcome: BEAR, K-3 (Reading Basics and 
Comprehension); CSAP 3rd grade



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

Rules for the Administration of the 
Colorado Basic Literacy Act (CBLA) 
were revised May 2004 to reflect what 
we know currently about how to teach 
and assess reading and to align with 
the Colorado content standards and 
assessment frameworks.



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

Revisions include:
New definitions of the five components 
of reading and of adequately validated 
accepted scientific standards
Changes regarding expected 
proficiencies at each grade level (K-3) 
across the five components of reading



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

Revisions include:
Clarifications regarding assessment 
instruments to be used in terms of 

1. The scientific standards criterion and
2. The purposes of assessment

a. Screening
b. Progress Monitoring
c. End-of-Year Proficiency



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

Assessments must
1. inform reading instruction
2. provide information about student 

growth
3. yield information about students’

reading in relationship to the defined 
proficiency levels at each grade level.



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

K-3 Assessment Guidelines
To comply with the revised Rules, 

Colorado districts must:
1. Provide a body of evidence for each 

K-3 student that includes 
information from screening, progress 
monitoring, and end-of-year 
proficiency assessments



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

K-3 Assessment Guidelines
To comply with the revised Rules, Colorado 

districts must:
2. Include within the body of evidence at each 

grade level individual reading assessments 
that are based on rigorous, systematic and 
objective procedures that allow the user to 
predict with confidence that a decision 
(regarding instruction or intervention) is 
appropriate



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

K-3 Assessment Guidelines
To comply with the revised Rules, 

Colorado districts must
3. Identify assessments within the 

body of evidence that meet technical 
standards for reliability and validity



Colorado Basic Literacy Act

K-3 Assessment Guidelines
To comply with the revised Rules, 

Colorado districts must
4. Include within the body of evidence 

information on each of the five 
components of reading

5. Participate in the State Third Grade 
Reading Assessment (CSAP)



Instructional Assessments

CRF vs. CBLA Assessments – Aha!

The assessments required by CRF
meet all the requirements for a 
Body of Evidence from the 2004 
CBLA Revisions!


