

CDE’s Strategic Priorities for Literacy

Colorado State Library

The phrases below represent the current iteration of CDE’s strategic priorities for literacy, based on the Literacy Alignment Project meetings.  The Colorado State Library is aligned to these priorities in the following ways:

1.  CDE believes that our literacy initiatives must be continuously informed by the most rigorous and robust body of research available.

· Keith Curry Lance. Colorado Study, 1993 and 2000. A substantial body of research shows a positive relationship between school libraries and student achievement. Student achievement can be measured in terms of reading scores, literacy, or learning more generally.

· Three themes predominate in research on information literacy:

· Information literacy is a process. Information literacy skills must be taught in the context of the overall process. 

· To be successful, information literacy skills instruction must be integrated with the curriculum and reinforced both within and outside of the educational setting. 

· Information literacy skills are vital to future success.” 

Plotnick, Eric. Information Literacy. (ERIC Digest No. ED427777),1999.

· Talan, Carole. (1990, November). “Family Literacy: Libraries doing what libraries do best.”  Wilson Library Bulletin, 65(3):30-32, 158.

· “Public Libraries and Adult Literacy.” Library Research Service. Colorado State Library: http://www.lrs.org/documents/fastfacts/188adultlitfinal.pdf 

· “School Libraries Inspire Literacy – When learners of all ages have the opportunity to read stories and explore information that matters to them, various forms of literacy and numeracy can emerge. Research has shown that school libraries have the tools to inspire literacy in learners of all ages.”  

Scholastic Library Publishing. “School Libraries Work!” Research Foundation Paper, Scholastic Research and Results. (2006) p.3.
2. CDE believes that the integration of the five components of reading must inform CDE’s literacy initiatives.

· Aligns with the Public Library Association (PLA) and the Association for Library Services to Children (ALSC) Every Child Ready to Read (ECRR) program of enhanced literacy programming in public libraries for baby, toddler, and pre-kindergarten storytimes. www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/ecrr/index.cfm 

Every Child Ready to Read:  “Current research on early literacy and brain development indicates that it is never too early to prepare children for success as readers. Parents of newborns, toddlers and preschoolers must be informed of their critical role as their children's first teacher.

The Public Library Association and the Association for Library Service to Children have incorporated the latest research into a series of parent and caregiver workshops to provide public libraries with vital tools to help prepare parents for their critical role as their child's first teacher. These tools were developed by Dr. Grover C. Whitehurst and Dr. Christopher Lonigan, well-known researchers in emergent literacy, and have been tested and refined by library demonstrations sites around the country.

We look to library systems big and small to play a key role in their communities in disseminating early literacy information to parents, child care providers, early childhood educators, children’s advocates, and political decision makers.”

· Colorado Libraries for Early Literacy (CLEL) www.clel.org. “All children deserve the joy of reading and the skills in life that literacy brings. Colorado Libraries for Early Literacy is passionately committed to strengthening children's literacy through library services and community advocacy”.  CLEL is an advisory group to the State Library.
· CDE five components of reading

· Phonemic awareness

· Phonics

· Fluency

· Vocabulary

· Text comprehension

· Every Child Ready to Read Six Skills 

· Print Motivation

· Phonological Awareness

· Vocabulary

· Print Awareness

· Letter Knowledge

· Narrative Skills 

3. CDE believes in the value of valid and reliable student literacy achievement data to support grantees and constituents, and to measure the success of its initiatives.

4. CDE believes that literacy is the gateway to opportunity.
· Public libraries are the gateway for families with children and lifelong learning for any adult.  Services are free and available to any Colorado resident.
· Summer Reading programming provides an opportunity for students to actually practice their reading skills during the summer break.  

· Efforts on behalf of adult learners are made in myriad ways through public library programs including:

· Classes for adult literacy students

· Library tours and information literacy classes

· Information about and meeting space for community organizations

· Special collections for adult learners

· Software and Internet access

· Computer literacy programs

· Partnerships with community organizations

· GED programs and/or support

· Citizenship programs

· “Community Reads” programs

· English as a second language programs

· Outreach strategies that bring programs and people to the library for literacy programs.

· Assistive technology for people with disabilities

· Voter registration initiatives

· Immigration programs

· Job training and employment opportunities
5. CDE affirms the value of purposeful, direct, explicit, systematic instruction for continuous literacy achievement.
· The Public Library efforts as detailed in #4 affirm the four values listed: purposeful, direct, explicit and systematic instruction
6. CDE believes that student learning and motivation are enhanced by connection to cultural experience and personal relevance.
· Public and school library collections are designed to support relevant cultural materials that to appeal to learners of many backgrounds.
· Association for Library Service to Children (ALSC) Competencies for Serving Children in Public Libraries  (2009) include the following:

· Understands theories of infant, child, and adolescent learning and development and their implications for library service.

· Assesses the diverse needs, preferences, and resources of the community on a regular and systematic basis.

· Demonstrates an understanding and respect for diversity in cultural and ethnic values.

· Maintains regular communication with other agencies, institutions, and organizations serving children in the community.
7. CDE values early learning experiences to support literacy development in young children.

· Public Library Family Literacy efforts believe that “Reading Starts with Us.” Public Libraries have hospital programs where library cards and books are delivered to newborns.
· Colorado Libraries for Early Literacy (CLEL) www.clel.org is an advisory group to the Colorado State Library. Literacy-based storytimes offer libraries a way to be partners in education with parents and caregivers. CLEL supports the definition of a literacy-based storytime as one that contains the following components:

· Parents and caregivers who are invited (though not necessarily required) to attend storytimes with their children 

· At least one early-literacy skill is highlighted during each storytime 

· Storytime leaders who model activities that build early-literacy skills 

· Books and activities that promote the use of early literacy skills 

· Information about early-literacy skills and/or tips for building skills are provided to parents and caregivers during storytime, either verbally or through a handout 

8. CDE promotes the use of research-based instructional approaches fostering communication skills, to promote access, opportunity and academic achievement. 

Note:  #8 seems to still be in process.  Check for final language.

· Summer Reading Programs have been presented in American public libraries since 1898. 96% of Colorado public libraries have summer reading. 

· “Reading and the use of public libraries are highly related to summer gains irrespective of parental status.”  Carol Fiore, Fiore’s Summer Library Reading Program Handbook, 2005.
· Steven Krashen. The Power of Reading, 2004.  “Access to public libraries also affects how much children read.”

· Jimmy Kim (2003) “Summer Reading and the Ethnic Achievement Gay” reported “a strong relationship between the amount of reading done over the summer by fifth graders and whether students said it was easy to access books at a library.”  Kim also calculated “that reading one book over the summer was associated with a .03 standard deviation gain in reading comprehension”

· Information literacy is more than just teaching students how to read or use the library. Information literacy is to develop 21st century information and technology competencies and the skills for lifelong learning. Information literate students are able to find, evaluate and use information effectively to solve problems and make decisions. (Adapted from the California State University Library in San Marcos, CA. 2009)
9. CDE believes collaboration among education professionals, family, and community is essential to improved student literacy achievement.

· Public libraries are in 114 of Colorado’s communities statewide.  There are a total of 246 main and branch sites.  
· Example of public library and school district collaboration:  In Douglas County (Douglas County Libraries) and Jefferson County (Jefferson County Public Library), the school district and the public library collaborate to give all students access to an extensive list of electronic and online databases for research and information.  The public library pays for the access through their collection budgets and students have access to them through their public library cards.  The school district is saved the cost and the public library is able to make sure that all students have a library card.  
· Public Librarians are “sitting at the table” with many community organizations to provide in-time reference and to help bring awareness to the literacy services offered at modern day public libraries.
10. CDE believes that all students can significantly benefit from scientifically-based literacy practices.

Note:  check for alignment between #1, #8, #10.  

11. CDE believes that students performing below level in literacy benefit from instructional interventions that are needs-based, intensive and of sufficient duration to accelerate learning – implemented within a Response to Intervention (RTI) framework.

Note:  #11 seems to still be in process.  Check for final language.
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