
 

Prepared Graduate Competencies in Music 
 

 

The prepared graduate competencies are the preschool through twelfth-grade concepts and skills 

that all students who complete the Colorado education system must master to ensure their success 

in a postsecondary and workforce setting. 
 

Prepared graduates in music: 

 Employ musical skills through a variety of means, including singing, playing instruments, 

and purposeful movement 

 Demonstrate the expressive elements of music – including melody, harmony, rhythm, style, 

genre, texture, voicing/instrumentation, mood, tonality, and form – through voice, musical 

instruments, and/or the use of electronic tools 

 Perform music with appropriate technique and level of expression at an appropriate level of 

difficulty in sight reading and prepared performance 

 Demonstrate the processes of development of musical literature from rehearsal to 

performance, exhibiting appropriate interpersonal and expressive skills, both individually 

and within ensembles 

 Create music by composing and/or arranging what is heard or envisioned, in notated or 

non-notated form, with or without the use of music technology, demonstrating originality 

and technical understanding 

 Display instrumental or vocal improvisation skills by performing extemporaneously what is 

created in the mind 

 Read and employ the language and vocabulary of music in discussing musical examples and 

writing music, including technology related to melody, harmony, rhythm, style, genre, 

voicing/orchestration, mood, tonality, expression, and form 

 Demonstrate melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic aural skills through identification, 

transcription, and vocalization or instrumental playback of aural musical examples 

 Make informed, critical evaluations of the effectiveness of musical works and performances 

on the basis of aesthetic qualities, technical excellence, musicality, or convincing expression 

of feelings and ideas related to cultural and ideological associations 

 Develop a framework for making informed personal musical choices, and utilize that 

framework in making and defending musical choices 

 Demonstrate a nuanced understanding of aesthetics in music, appropriate to the particular 

features of given styles and genres, as it relates to the human experience in music 

 Know the place of each of the participants in the performance environment and practice 

appropriate audience participation; recognize the place and importance of music in life 

 


