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Early Childhood Special Education                  

9.08   Early Childhood Special Education. To be endorsed in early childhood special education, for ages birth - 8, an applicant shall hold a bachelor's or higher degree from a four-year accepted institution of higher education; have completed an approved program in early childhood or early childhood special education; and have demonstrated the competencies specified below:

	Competencies
	Course Number
Write page numbers where information is located.
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______
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______
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______
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______
	#6

______
	#7

______
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______
	Competency present?

Yes, No, Unclear

	9.08  (1)  The early childhood special education teacher is knowledgeable about child development and learning, and is able to articulate:

	9.08  (1)  (a)  theories of and research on typical and atypical child development, and to integrate them into cognitive, physical, social, emotional, language/communication, and aesthetic development.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (1)  (b)  the importance of recognizing, and addressing in planning, the individual strengths of all children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (1)  (c)  how all children, including those with special needs, learn, as related to the stages of cognitive, physical, social, emotional, language/communication, aesthetic development, and play; and the construction of knowledge, leading to literacy, e.g., language, reading, writing, the arts, and math.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (1)  (d)  the conditions which affect the development and learning of all, including special needs children, as related to the effects of physical, biological and environmental factors; and family, culture, society, and economics.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  The early childhood special education teacher is knowledgeable about curriculum development is able to:

	9.08  (2)  (a)  apply knowledge of how all children, including those with special needs, develop, to provide opportunities that support cognitive, physical, social, emotional, language/communicative, aesthetic development and play of all young children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (b)  apply knowledge of how young children differ from one another in their development, and utilize a wide variety of approaches to promote student learning; to mitigate developmental delays; and to take advantage of the special abilities individual children may manifest, including those with special learning needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (c)  address, in planning for students, conditions that may affect the development and learning of all children from diverse populations including addressing how learning may be affected by physical, biological, environmental, familial, cultural, societal, and economic influences, to optimize child development, especially for the special needs learner.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (d)  implement an early childhood special education core curriculum that includes literacy and language, math, science, social studies, the arts, health and safety, physical education, and related uses of technology.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (e)  integrate content areas for meaningful learning, with a view toward providing opportunities for all children, including those with special needs, and not limited to developing thinking and problem-solving skills, and other applications of learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (f)  incorporate curriculum content, relevant to state and national student content standards.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (g)  implement positive guidance and socialization strategies that promote and support the development of individuals, including those with special needs, and their relationships within groups.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (h)  implement a wide variety of proven and effective instructional and facilitation strategies, appropriate to the learner, including the learner with special needs, which involve, but are not limited to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (h)  (i)  developmentally-appropriate practice.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.08  (2)  (h)  (ii)  developmentally-appropriate play.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (h)  (iii)  a multidisciplinary team approach which includes families as active participants and which guides service delivery and implementation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (h)  (iv)  inquiry, modeling, a multi-sensory orientation to instruction, modification, identification and support of learning styles, modality-based instruction and encouragement of learning for all children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.08  (2)  (h)  (v)  instruction of linguistically-diverse learners, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (h)  (vi)  cooperative interaction between staff and all children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (h)  (vii)  addressing environmental learning factors including, but not limited to equity; safe and engaging learning spaces, with accessibility for all students, including those with special needs; and learning-enriched materials and equipment to encourage play, active exploration, and learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (2)  (i)  provide a variety of program models, and adapted learning environments for all children, including those with special needs, based on age and individual appropriateness.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (3)  The early childhood special education teacher is knowledgeable about family and community relationships, and is able to:

	9.08  (3)  (a)  communicate effectively and create partnerships with families; demonstrate respect for diversity within and among families; and build on family priorities, resources, strengths, values, and circumstances.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (3)  (b)  effectively articulate the roles, rights, and responsibilities of family members, professionals, agencies, and community resources.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (3)  (c)  incorporate proven family systems theories, including those related to supportive roles and relationships within families; structure of families; the effects of societal influences on families and on the young children within those families; and the effects of stress on families and on all children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (3)  (d)  provide information about and access to resources and programs available to the families of young children, including those with special needs, who are encountering change, and the transitions within and among various programs and systems.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (3)  (e)  establish collaborative relationships between/among educators, families, communities, agencies, and other professionals, to meet the needs of all children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  The early childhood special education teacher is knowledgeable about professionalism, and is able to:

	9.08  (4)  (a)  self-evaluate and participate in professional development opportunities to remain current on:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  (a)  (i)  knowledge of the field; practice, personal philosophy; and a rationale for decision-making; and to remain involved in:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  (a)  (ii)  continual self-assessment, reflection, and understanding of the impact of choices and actions on young children, including those with special needs, and on families, and other education and support services professionals.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  (b)  articulate current issues and trends; legal issues including procedural safeguards, legislation, and other public policies affecting all children, including those with special needs; their families; programs for young children, including those with special needs; and the early childhood special education teaching profession.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  (c)  articulate the early childhood/special education teaching profession, its multiple historical, philosophical and social foundations, and how these influence current thought and practice.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  (d)  demonstrate an awareness of and commitment to professional ethics.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  (e)  communicate the importance of working with specialists, para-professionals/para- educators, volunteers, and other adults.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (4)  (f)  incorporate state and national early childhood/special education programs standards, into student planning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  The early childhood special education teacher is knowledgeable about assessment, and is able to:

	9.08  (5)  (a)  utilize a wide variety of assessment strategies to identify appropriate developmental and learning strategies.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  (b)  utilize on-going assessment, of all aspects of young children's development and learning, including that of children with special needs, to facilitate the participation of all young children, including those with special needs, in achievement, self-reflection, and self-assessment over time, and in a variety of settings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  (c)  involve families as active participants in their child's assessment process.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  (d)  utilize appropriate assessments for specific cultural groups, diverse learners, and, especially, for students with special needs to recommend or provide access to appropriate support services.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  (e)  communicate the results of assessment for the purpose(s) of:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  (e)  (i)  individualized and group program planning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  (e)  (ii)  referral, for all children, including those with special needs, when necessary, to further screening and evaluation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (5)  (e)  (iii)  active participation in the implementation and ongoing modification of the individualized education program (iep) and individual family service plan (ifsp) for all children, especially those with special developmental and learning needs, and including the appropriate use of the results of standardized testing in planning for instruction.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  The early childhood special education educator is knowledgeable about child development and learning and curriculum development and implementation, and is able to:

	9.08  (6)  (a)  use a multidisciplinary team approach which includes involving families as active participants and which guides service delivery and plan implementation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (b)  plan and implement meaningful, integrated and developmentally-appropriate learning experiences which reflect the core content curriculum and the processes of learning and domains of development, especially for the learner with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (c)  provide learning opportunities for diverse populations by using a wide variety of instructional strategies.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (d)  evaluate practice and modify interactions and/or instruction based on informal and formal assessment(s).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (e)  adapt strategies to reflect a safe and engaging learning environment that meets the individual needs of all children, including those with special needs, including:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (e)  (i)  integrating the curriculum with individualized educational plans (iep) or individualized family service plans (ifsp) which address the identified needs of eligible children.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (e)  (ii)  organizing space and selecting and using materials to encourage active involvement, cooperation, play and learning;
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (e)  (iii)  using the outdoor environment and natural settings as an integral part of the child's learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (6)  (e)  (iv)  use individual and group guidance and problem-solving techniques to develop positive and supportive relationships with and among all children, including those with special needs, and to promote all children's self-discipline, self-esteem, and conflict-resolution strategies.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (7)  The early childhood special education educator is knowledgeable about family and community relationships, and is able to:

	9.08  (7)  (a)  communicate effectively and develop partnerships with families to gain support for decisions related to child development and learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (7)  (b)  actively collaborate with family members, other professionals, agencies and community resources to support the education, development, and well-being of all children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (7)  (c)  demonstrate respect for individual family structure(s), social and cultural backgrounds, and linguistic differences, and address in planning for children's development and learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (7)  (d)  provide support to families of young children, including those with special needs, as they encounter change(s) and transition(s) within and among various programs and systems.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (8)  The early childhood educator is knowledgeable about professionalism, and is able to:

	9.08  (8)  (a)  actively seek out opportunities for professional development, by remaining current on appropriate professional literature and resources and/or participating in relevant content-area oriented educational and other organizations, and experiences to inform and improve practice.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (8)  (b)  establish and maintain positive, collaborative relationships with families, colleagues, other professionals, and work effectively as a team member.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (8)  (c)  advocate for young children and their families, and improve the quality of programs and services for all young children, including those with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (8)  (d)  capitalize on and strengthen the skills and expertise of other adults, especially education and related service professionals, in the learning environment.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  The early childhood educator is knowledgeable about assessment, and is able to:

	9.08  (9)  (a)  use a wide variety of informal and formal assessment(s) in planning for instruction and its delivery; and in facilitating the awareness, in all young children, including those with special needs, of their own capability to learn and their achievement, through self-reflection and self-assessment.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  observe, record, and assess the cognitive, social, emotional, communicative, motor, adaptive, and aesthetic development of all young children, including those with special needs, over time, and in a variety of settings through:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  (i)  their responses.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  (ii)  determining the techniques they use to solve problems, arrive at answers, and create products.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  (iii)  their dispositions to persistence, curiosity, risk-taking, motivation, engagement, and excitement for learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  (iv)  use a wide variety of assessment strategies, including, but not limited to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  (iv)  (a)  ongoing observation, divergent questioning, and listening.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  (iv)  (b)  timely and ongoing systematic procedures, such as ongoing observation records, event and time sampling, and developmental checklists.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (b)  (iv)  (c)  systematic sampling of the work of all children, including that of those with special needs, as related to, but not limited to performance, disposition, conversation, writing, creativity in the arts, audio tapes of oral language and/or reading, dictated stories, responses to literature, social interaction(s), and emotional response(s).
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (c)  work with families to assist them in becoming active and supportive participants and guides in the assessment process, by:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (c)  (i)  selecting, evaluating, and using, appropriate assessments for specific cultural groups, diverse learners, and children with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (9)  (c)  (ii)  articulating the results of assessment, for the purpose of planning strategies, programs, and activities; for student referral(s); and for effective implementation of the iep and ifsp.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (10)  The early childhood special education teacher has completed the field experience requirements including
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (10)  (a)  engaging in early and on-going field experiences and student teaching in public and private early childhood centers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (10)  (b)  working effectively over time with a wide variety of children
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.08  (10)  (c)  demonstrating the ability to work effectively during full-time supervised student teaching and/or practicum experiences in at least two different inclusive settings
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U
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