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Early Childhood Special Education Specialist                   

9.04 Early Childhood Special Education Specialist. To be endorsed as an early childhood special education specialist, for ages Birth - 8, an applicant shall have completed an approved undergraduate program in early childhood education, or in early childhood special education; or demonstrated competencies required for early childhood or early childhood special education; have completed an approved post-baccalaureate program for the preparation of early childhood special education specialists; and demonstrated the knowledge and skills specified below.

	Competencies
	Course Number
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	Competency present?

Yes, No, Unclear

	9.04  (1)  The early childhood special education specialist is knowledgeable about professional practice(s), and is able to:

	9.04  (1)  (a)  articulate the historical, philosophical, and legal bases of services for young children, both with and without special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (b)  communicate about ethical and policy issues, as related to educational, social, and medical services for young children, both with and without special needs, and their families.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (c)  identify current trends and issues in early childhood education, early childhood special education, and special education, and incorporate such information into planning for students.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (d)  identify, and apply to planning, legislation that affects children, families, and programs for children.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (e)  adhere to a code of professional and ethical conduct.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (f)  advocate, on behalf of young children and their families, for improving the quality of programs and services for young children, and for enhanced professional status and working conditions, for early childhood special educators.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (g)  develop, implement, and evaluate a professional development plan, and reflect upon own professional practice.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (h)  participate actively with applicable professional organizations.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (1)  (i)  read and critically apply documented research and proven-effective practices.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  The early childhood special education specialist is knowledgeable about advanced child development and learning, and is able to:

	9.04  (2)  (a)  incorporate a wide-variety of proven-effective child development and learning theory and practice, typical and atypical, with an emphasis on cognitive, motor, social-emotional, communication, adaptive, and aesthetic development in education, family, and community contexts.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  (b)  identify pre-, peri-, and postnatal development, and factors such as biological and environmental conditions, that affect children's development and learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  (c)  identify specific disabilities, including the etiology, characteristics, and classification of common disabilities in young children, and articulate specific implications for development and learning in the first years of life.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  (d)  apply knowledge of cultural and linguistic diversity, and the significance of socio-cultural and political contexts, for development and learning, and recognize that children are best understood in the contexts of family, culture, and society.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  (e)  identify and apply strategies which address conditions that affect the development and learning of children, including the effects of biological and environmental factors, family, culture, society, and economics.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  (f)  apply knowledge of current research and theory related to stages of development of content areas include, but not limited to: English language arts, reading, writing, the arts, and math.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  (a)  incorporate a wide-variety of proven-effective child development and learning theory and practice, typical and atypical, with an emphasis on cognitive, motor, social-emotional, communication, adaptive, and aesthetic development in education, family, and community contexts.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (2)  (b)  identify pre-, peri-, and postnatal development, and factors such as biological and environmental conditions, that affect children's development and learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  The early childhood special education specialist is knowledgeable about screening, evaluations and assessment, and is able to:

	9.04  (3)  (a)  assess children's cognitive, social-emotional, communication, motor, sensory, adaptive, and aesthetic development, as related to content areas.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (b)  select and administer a variety of informal and formal screening, evaluation, assessment instruments, and procedures, including, but not limited to, observational methods, to make decisions about compliance with established criteria and standards in children's learning and development.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (c)  conduct and facilitate the process of screening, evaluation and ongoing assessment, in compliance with State criteria for determining eligibility for special education.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (d)  facilitate and support active family participation in the process of screening, evaluation, and assessment.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (e)  participate and collaborate as a team member in conducting family-centered assessments.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (f)  interpret and incorporate information from the evaluation process, and facilitate the development of an IEP/IFSP.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (g)  articulate options for support and services throughout the FFSP/IEP process, and assist the family in relevant planning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (h)  monitor, summarize, and evaluate the objectives outlined on the IFSP or IEP, through an ongoing individualized process.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (i)  select and implement appropriate and unbiased screening, evaluation, and assessment instruments and procedures.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (j)  systematically utilize performance-based assessments of children, in making decisions about learning, and in support of developmental and instructional planning and teaching.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (3)  (k)  develop and utilize program evaluation to monitor the quality of the learning environment, as it affects children, their families, and the community.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  The early childhood special education specialist is knowledgeable about curriculum and instructional practice, and is able to:

	9.04  (4)  (a)  plan and implement developmentally- and individually-appropriate curricula and instructional practices, based on knowledge of the individual strengths and needs of children, birth to age 8, the family, the community, and curriculum goals and content.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (b)  implement effective instructional practices, to develop and teach literacy and numeracy skills to students, so that they can meet Colorado Content Standards.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (c)  collaborate with other professionals to develop and provide appropriate curriculum and instruction to meet the diverse needs of children.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (d)  develop and implement the IFSP/IEP, incorporating both child and family outcomes, with family members and other professionals.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (e)  incorporate information and strategies, from multiple disciplines, in the design of intervention strategies.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (f)  develop and select learning experiences and strategies that affirm and respect family, cultural, and societal diversity, including language differences.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (g)  plan for and link current developmental and learning experiences and teaching strategies with those of the next educational setting.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (h)  select intervention curricula and methods for children with specific disabilities, including motor, sensory, health, communication, social-emotional, and cognitive disabilities.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (i)  design and implement plans that incorporate the appropriate use of technology, including adaptive and assistive technology and devices.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (j)  employ effective and proven instructional practices, in compliance with legal and ethical standards.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (k)  develop and implement nutrition and feeding strategies for children with identified needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (l)  use specific knowledge of young children's medical conditions and medications, and their possible effects on child development, learning, and behavior.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (m)  identify, and address in planning, aspects of medical care for premature, low birth weight, and other medically-fragile babies, including methods of care for young children dependent on technology, and the impact on families.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (n)  recognize and apply strategies addressing signs of emotional distress, child abuse, and neglect in young children, and follow procedures for reporting known or suspected abuse or neglect to appropriate authorities.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (o)  establish and maintain physically-safe and psychologically-healthy learning environments
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (p)  select, develop, provide, and evaluate developmentally- and functionally- appropriate materials, equipment, and environments.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (q)  increase the progress of children with special needs in multiple settings, by coordinating personnel, space, time, peers, and materials.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (r)  make specific adaptations for the special needs of children who have unique talents, learning, and developmental needs, or who have specific disabilities.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (4)  (s)  implement basic health, nutrition, and safety management practices for young children, including specific procedures regarding childhood illness and communicable diseases.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (5)  The early childhood special education specialist is knowledgeable about child behaviors and social interaction skills, and is able to:

	9.04  (5)  (a)  establish and implement a plan that supports staff and families in promoting positive social and emotional skills, and interaction among children, as well as utilizes positive strategies for conflict resolution, and enhancing children's self-control, self motivation, and self-awareness.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (5)  (b)  select and implement, in collaboration with staff and families, methods of behavior support, management, and instruction appropriate for young children, as based on individual needs, including utilizing a range of strategies, from less-directive, less-structured methods to more-directive more-structured methods.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (5)  (c)  create, interpret, implement, and evaluate functional behavior assessments and behavior support plans, in coordination with staff and families.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  The early childhood special education specialist is knowledgeable about communication, consultation, and collaborative partnerships, and is able to:

	9.04  (6)  (a)  employ effective communication skills to establish and maintain positive, collaborative relationships with families.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (b)  apply, in planning, family systems theory and knowledge of the dynamics, roles, and relationships within families and communities.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (c)  demonstrate sensitivity to and respect for differences in family structures and social and cultural backgrounds.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (d)  assist families in identifying resources, priorities, and concerns, as related to their child's development.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (e)  respect family choices and goals for their child, and communicate effectively with families about curriculum and their child's progress.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (f)  involve families in assessing and planning for their child's needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (g)  coordinate with other agencies and resources to provide and evaluate a range of family- responsive services.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (h)  implement family services consistent with family rights and due process safeguards.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (i)  collaborate and consult with other professionals, and with agencies in the broader community, to develop and access resources that support children's development, learning, and well being.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (j)  identify and apply appropriate models and functions of team process in diverse-service delivery settings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (k)  participate as team member to identify and address the dynamics of team member roles, interaction, communication, team building, problem solving, and conflict resolution.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (l)  identify structures and develop resources supporting interagency collaboration, including interagency agreements, referrals, and consultation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (m)  evaluate, design, and implement processes and strategies that support transitions between hospital, home, and infant/toddler, preprimary, and primary programs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (6)  (n)  demonstrate understanding, and apply various models of consultation, in diverse settings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  The early childhood special education specialist shall be knowledgeable about professional leadership, and is able to:

	9.04  (7)  (a)  demonstrate leadership, administration, and management skills, and strategies, that can be applied to various early childhood settings, across various professional or service-delivery teams.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  the early childhood special education specialist shall demonstrate the ability to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (i)  apply a variety of leadership skills and strategies, in a wide variety of settings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (ii)  administer programs, in a wide variety of early childhood settings.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (iii)  facilitate the identification of staff development needs, and develop strategies for professional growth.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (iv)  employ effective adult learning principles, in supervising, training, and mentoring other adults.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (v)  coordinate, schedule, and supervise para-professionals, and collaborate with other professionals, to insure that individual education programs are implemented.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (vi)  provide effective training in content areas specific to services for children and families.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (vii)  employ effective strategies in self-evaluating; evaluating the performance of staff; providing input for continuing staff development; and for pursuing personal professional development.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	9.04  (7)  (b)  (viii)  learn and implement effective supervision and mentoring skills and practices.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U
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