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Early Childhood Education                  


To be endorsed in early childhood education, ages 0-8, an applicant shall have completed a bachelor's or higher degree from a four-year accepted institution of higher education, an approved teacher preparation program; an approved program in early childhood education; and have demonstrated the competencies specified below.
	Competencies
	Course Number or Instructional Unit for ALT Programs
Write page numbers where information is located.
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	Competency present?
Yes, No, Unclear

	8.01  (1)  The early childhood educator is knowledgeable about early childhood education; its multiple historical, philosophical and social foundations; how these influence current thought and practice; and be able to demonstrate the ability to utilize such knowledge in the instruction of students. In planning for and implementing instructional delivery, the early childhood educator is able to incorporate:

	8.01  (1)  (a)  proven concepts related to typical and atypical traits of child development which can affect the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and abilities by students, including, but not limited to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (a)  (i)  characteristics, stages, and styles of learning, as related to cognitive, physical, social, emotional, language/communicative, play, and aesthetic development.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (a)  (ii)  the effects of biological and environmental factors, culture, society, family, and family economics, on learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (a)  (iii)  addressing the identified learning strengths and needs of each child, including those of children with special needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (a)  (iv)  taking timely advantage of the prior acquisition of information, abilities, and experience of the student, as related to readiness for learning, and the development of such core skills as language, reading, writing, math, science, and the arts.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (b)  design and implement effective strategies for curriculum development, implementation, and instructional delivery, as related, but not limited to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (b)  (i)  literacy and language, math, science, social studies, the arts, health and safety, physical education, and technology ability.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (b)  (ii)  the expansion of thinking skills.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (b)  (iii)  student content standards.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (b)  (iv)  applicable aspects of socialization.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (1)  (b)  (v)  the processes of inquiry, modeling, multi-sensory instruction, adaptations, and addressing varied learning styles.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  The early childhood educator is knowledgeable about and is able to:



	8.01  (2)  (a)  instruct the linguistically diverse learner.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (b)  promote, develop, and maintain effective interaction among staff, and between staff and students.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (c)  seek out expertise and assistance of other professionals who can serve as resources, when and if appropriate, in addressing student needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (d)  create and maintain a classroom environment which:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (d)  (i)  encourages and reinforces learning, through its physical arrangement, accessibility, allocation of space, use of outdoor and natural settings, and which provides learning-enriched materials and equipment that encourage play, active exploration, and the acquisition of knowledge, skills, and abilities.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (d)  (ii)  uses individual and group guidance and problem-solving techniques to develop and promote positive, constructive, and supportive association between students; learning; responsibility; self-discipline; self-esteem; and appropriate strategies for conflict-resolution.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (e)  vary instruction and instructional strategies, based on student age and individual learning needs and styles.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (f)  establish and maintain positive relations with students' families and community. The early childhood educator is able to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (f)  (i)  effectively articulate the importance of education for the student, and to identify ways in which the family can support the student's education and well-being, within the home.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (f)  (ii)  establish a respectful partnership between school and home, which recognizes and minimizes obstacles to student learning, by building on family strengths, as related to defined roles, rights and responsibilities.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (f)  (iii)  develop collaborative relationships, between families of students and community agencies, relevant professionals, including support services, and other education personnel, and encourage the use of such resources, when necessary, to help meet the identified needs of students and/or their families, which, if not adequately and appropriately addressed, can negatively affect the learning of the student.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (2)  (f)  (iv)  provide information, if necessary, about resources, systems, and programs available to families of young children encountering stress, change and/or transition, when these appear to be hindering learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  The early childhood educator adheres to high standards of professionalism, by remaining current in knowledge and practice, and by seeking out professional development which supports those standards. The early childhood educator is able to:



	8.01  (3)  (a)  reflect on practice and a personal educational philosophy that provides a foundation for sound instructional decision-making, as based on, but not limited to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  (a)  (i)  continuing assessment of the impact of instructional choices on students, as a group, and as individual learners.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  (a)  (ii)  ongoing awareness of current issues and trends, legal issues including procedural safeguards, legislation, and other public policies affecting children, families, programs for young students and the early childhood profession.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  (a)  (iii)  incorporate into planning, proven and effective advancements in the early childhood profession.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  (b)  actively seek out opportunities for professional development, including, but not limited to content-related coursework; seeking resources; and participating in relevant in-services and other experiences which can inform and improve practice, professional activities, such as curriculum reviews, visiting related programs, reviewing current professional literature; and joining pertinent professional organizations.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  (c)  The early childhood educator is knowledgeable about, and:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8,01  (3)  (c)  (i)  commits and adheres to a professional code of ethics and conduct.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  (c)  (ii)  complies with state and national early childhood program standards.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (3)  (c)  (iii)  advocates for young children and their families, to improve the quality of programs and services for young children.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  The early childhood educator is knowledgeable about the assessment of student learning, and:



	8.01  (4)  (a)  is able to utilize multiple and varied, formal and informal means for assessment and identification of student learning needs in planning for appropriate cognitive, social, emotional, communicative, motor, adaptive, aesthetic, and other types of development. Such means may include, but not be limited to, observation, and recording:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (a)  (i)  responses and the processes students use in problem-solving, arriving at answers, and in creating products.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (a)  (ii)  students' dispositions, to include, but not limited to persistence, curiosity, risk-taking, motivation to learn, excitement about learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (b)  can articulate the results of assessment, to appropriate professionals, for the purposes of program planning, student referral, and in the design and implementation of formal student plans.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (c)  can involve families, as active participants in the assessment process, if and as necessary, for the advancement of student learning.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (d)  can select, evaluate and/or administer assessments appropriate for students from diverse cultural backgrounds, and/or who present unique learning characteristics, and/or who have special needs, which require test adaptations, and/or require the assistance of relevant and appropriate support services.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (e)  utilizes available developmental assessment data, in the areas of cognition, speech and language, fine and gross motor, and social skills, in:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (e)  (i)  planning for individualized and group programs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (e)  (ii)  referring children, when necessary, for further screening and evaluation.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (e)  (iii)  the implementation of, and in assisting with, ongoing revisions in lEPs, and in other formal plans for students with identified developmental and/or learning needs.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (f)  recognizes the necessity for security and for confidentiality inherent in assessment, and in communicating about standardized and other testing results and data, as is able to:
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (f)  (iii)  utilize a variety of assessment strategies, including:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (f)  (iii)  (a)  ongoing observations, divergent questions, and listening to understand what and how children are thinking.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (f)  (iii)  (b)  systematic procedures, such as running records, event and time sampling, and developmental checklists.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (4)  (f)  (iii)  (c)  systematic sampling of children's work, performances, and dispositions, including collecting examples of conversations, writing, art works, audio tapes of oral language and/or reading, dictated stories, literature responses, social interactions, and emotional responses.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (5)  The early childhood educator has completed the field experience requirements including, at least:



	8.01  (5)  (a)  early and on-going field experiences in inclusive settings, in licensed public and private early childhood centers, schools and with community agencies.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (5)  (b)  effective work experience, over time, with children of diverse ages (infants, toddlers, preschoolers, and primary age), abilities, linguistic and cultural diversity, and their families.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U

	8.01  (5)  (b)  a variety of demonstrations of the candidate's ability to work effectively, during full-time supervised student teaching and/or a practicum, in at least two different inclusive settings, serving children of, at least, two different age groups (infant/toddler, preschool, or primary age), with students of varying abilities.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Y, N, U
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