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TR-68-10F
TO:

Transportation Directors and Supervisors

FROM:
Bruce D. Little, Senior Transportation Consultant, (303) 866-6655

DATE:

August 5, 2010

SUBJECT:
New Legislation – 2010 General Assembly

Following are the two bills with brief description from the 2010 General Assembly that will affect student transportation.
Please share this information with your driver trainers and others who may be interested.

The complete bills may be viewed at: http://www.leg.state.co.us/
Current statutes may be found at: http://www.michie.com/colorado
SENATE BILL 10-110 – PROPERLY RESTRAIN A CHILD IN A VEHICLE

This bill makes adjustments to statute 42-4-236 concerning the age of the child, type of restraint, and type of vehicle.  The adjustments include:

Motor vehicle: A passenger car, pickup truck, van, or SUV with a GVWR (gross vehicle weight rating) of less than 10,000 pounds.  This will now include our small vehicles but not school buses.

Safety belt: a lap belt, shoulder belt, or any other belts or combination of belts in a motor vehicle to restrain drivers and passengers.  Proper use of a safety belt means the shoulder belt (if present) crosses the shoulder and chest and the lap belt crosses the hips, touching the thighs.

Securement:  Every child under 8 years of age in a motor vehicle shall be properly restrained in a child restraint system according to the manufacturer’s instructions:

· Child less than 1 year of age and weighs less than 20 pounds – shall be properly restrained in a rear-facing restraint system in a rear seat of the vehicle.

· Child older than 1 year of age but less than 4 and weighs between 20 and 40 pounds – shall be properly restrained in a rear or forward-facing child restraint.
-
Child 4 through 7 years of age shall be properly restrained in a booster seat or car seat.  Follow upper weight limits of restraint manufacturer.
Every child at least 8 years of age but less than 16 shall be properly restrained in a safety belt or child restraint system following restraint manufacturer limits.

If a parent is in the vehicle, it is their responsibility to properly secure their child.  If no parent, then the driver has responsibility to properly secure the child.
These changes become effective August 1, 2010.
HOUSE BILL 1232 - CONCERNING DEFINITION OF SCHOOL BUS

This bill changes the definition of a “school bus” in statute 42-1-102 (88) and adds a new term “school vehicle”.

School bus:  
A bus designed and used specifically for transporting school children to and from a public or private school on route or activity trip.  This would include a yellow and black bus and a white multifunction bus.

School vehicle: A motor vehicle owned by or under contract to a public or private school for transporting school children.  This would include any vehicle from a school bus to a small vehicle or pickup.

These new definitions are very close to the CDE terms of “school bus” and “school transportation vehicle”.  These changes consolidate the multiple definitions of “school bus” in statutes to just two.

There are no other adjustments districts need to make other than be aware of the different definitions.

These definition changes become effective August 1, 2010.

Note:

Place this letter in Section F of the Colorado School Transportation Administrator’s Reference Manual.  Please mark off TR-68 on the 3-column Check List page at the front of the manual.
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