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TR-65-09F
TO:

Transportation Directors and Supervisors

FROM:
Bruce D. Little, Senior Transportation Consultant, (303) 866-6655



Greta L. Bleau, Senior Transportation Consultant, (303) 866-6656

DATE:

September 1, 2009

SUBJECT:
New Legislation – 2009 General Assembly

Following is a list and brief description of the legislation from the 2009 General Assembly that may affect student transportation.  
Please share this information with your driver trainers and others who may be interested.
The complete bills may be viewed at: http://www.leg.state.co.us/
Current statutes may be found at: http://www.michie.com/colorado
HB 1027 – Requires a motorist in the same lane and behind a transit bus to yield the right-of-way to the bus if the bus is signaling to enter the traffic lane.
HB 1094 – Prohibits a person under the 18 years of age from using a wireless telephone while operating a motor vehicle.  This includes talking on, listening to or text messaging.  A person 18 years of age and older shall not text message on a wireless telephone while operating a motor vehicle.

HB 1133 – Removes the fee amount for vehicle license plates, decals, yearly tabs, replacement registration, and other decals from statute and directs the Department of Revenue with the recommendation of the Department of Corrections to set the fees yearly based on costs. 
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HB 1236 – Requires a motorist to stop 20 feet from a school bus that is loading or unloading students with the overhead red lamps flashing and the stop arm extended.  In the past, there was no distance requirement.

School districts are encouraged to coordinate with other local agencies to help educate the general public concerning this new act.  Adams 12 Five Star School District Transportation Department would be an excellent resource.
SB 029 – This bill which would have mandated lap-shoulder belts in new school buses was defeated in the House of Representatives.
SB 148 – Motorists passing a bicycle in the same direction and in the same lane must allow at least a three-foot separation between the vehicle and the bicycle.  This act has other clarifications of the bicyclist’s rights and responsibilities.
Note:

Place this letter in Section F of the Colorado School Transportation Administrator’s Reference Manual.  Please mark off TR-65 on the 3-column Check List page at the front of the manual.
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