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TR-57-09H
TO:

Transportation Directors 
FROM:
Bruce D. Little, Senior Transportation Consultant, 303.866.6655


Greta L. Bleau, Senior Transportation Consultant, 303.866.6656

DATE:

January 7, 2009
SUBJECT:
NHTSA’s Lap/Shoulder Belt Final Rule
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) issued its final rule on upgrades to the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) concerning School Bus Passenger Seating and Crash Protection.  This final rule amends FMVSS 207, 208, 210, and 222 in the following items:

Small School Bus Belts: After October 21, 2011, all new school buses with a Gross Vehicle Weight Rating (GVWR) of 10,000 pounds or less must be equipped with lap/shoulder belts.  School buses manufacurered before October 11, 2011, would not be required to be retro-fitted.
Large School Bus Belts:  After October 21, 2011, lap/shoulder belts in new large school buses, over 10,000 GVWR, will be optional.  NHTSA determined that a federal requirement for the belts on large buses cannot be supported at this time.  They determined that the national costs would be $183 to $252 million to install lap/shoulder belts in all large school buses.  Those belts would save about two lives nationally assuming 100% belt use and all belts used correctly.  However, any reduction of student transportation in school buses due to increased cost or reduction in capacity will place those students at a higher risk.
Lap/shoulder belts installed after the effective date in school buses must meet specific performance standards.  These performance standards are stricter for smaller school buses than for larger buses.  

Seat Back Height:  After October 21, 2009, the seat back height on all new school buses will be raised four (4) inches to better restrain larger students in their compartment in a severe crash.
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Seat Bottom Cushions:  After October 21, 2009, all new school bus seat bottoms will be equipped with a self-latching mechanism.  This mechanism will be designed to latch with a downward force of no more than 48 pounds.  This would be as if a student sat down on the cushion.  This mechanism will be easy to unlatch when needed to raise the cushion for cleaning or repair.

Note:
This letter should be placed in Section H of the Colorado School Transportation Administrator’s Reference Manual.   Please mark off TR-57 on the new Check List page at the front of the manual.
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