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TR-46-06D
TO:

Transportation Directors, Shop Foremen, Outside Inspection Sites

FROM:

Bruce D. Little, Senior Transportation Consultant, 303.866.6655



Shelly A. Galloway, Transportation Consultant, 303.866.6656


DATE:

May 10, 2006

SUBJECT:
Automatic Slack Adjusters 
Enclosures:
1. Executive Summary, Conclusions and Recommendations of NTSB report of April 11, 2003, concerning collision Between a Ford Dump Truck and Four Passenger Cars, Glen Rock, Pennsylvania.
On April 11, 2003, a dump truck collided with four passenger cars and three pedestrians near Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, killing two people.  The enclosures are excerpts from the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) report.  The full report may be found on the website: http://www.ntsb.gov/Publictn/H_Acc.htm  under the accident title: 
Highway Accident Report: Collision Between a Ford Dump Truck and Four Passenger Cars, Glen Rock, Pennsylvania, April 11, 2003, report number HAR-06-01, adopted on 2/7/2006.
The NTSB determined one of the probable causes of the accident was inadequately maintained brakes.  Although all four brakes were equipped with automatic slack adjusters, they were not keeping the rear brakes properly adjusted since the clevises and clevis pins were worn out (see Conclusion #4 and #5).  This problem was not discovered when the brake adjustment was checked because the service technician just re-adjusted the slack adjusters without determining why the automatic slack adjusters were not working.
Based on the NTSB’s findings and recommendations (see enclosure), we are requesting
everyone adjusting air brakes that they not manually adjust automatic slack adjusters except during installation or in an emergency to move the bus.  Instead, the cause of why the automatic slack adjusters are not maintaining proper adjustment needs to be determined and corrected.  This information may also be found in the new CDL Handbook (revised January, 2006) on page 6-6, first column.
This letter will be in effect immediately and this procedure will be added to the Annual Inspection Rules, 301-29.
This letter and enclosures should be placed in Section D of the Colorado School Transportation Administrator's Reference Manual.  Please mark off TR-46-06D on the Check List page at the front of the manual.  
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