[image: image1.png]COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

201 East Colfax Avenue * Denvet, Colotado 80203-1799
303.866.6600 ¢ www.cde.state.co.us Dwight D. Jones

Commissioner of Education

Robert K. Hammond
Deputy Commissioner




[image: image3.png]COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

201 East Colfax Avenue * Denvet, Colotado 80203-1799
303.866.6600 ¢ www.cde.state.co.us

Robert K. Hammond
Commissioner of Education

Diana Sirko, Ph.D.
Deputy Commissioner

Keith Owen, Ph.D.
Associate Commissionet





TO:

Child Nutrition Directors and Main Nutrition Contacts

CN12-F-007
FROM:

Jennifer Otey, Consultant, Nutrition Unit, 303-866-6450

SUBJECT:
Further Guidance on Foster Child Eligibility

DATE:

August 22, 2011
_________________________________________________________________________
On January 31, 2011, the USDA issued a memo regarding the categorical eligibility of foster children, as a provision of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. Now, the Center of Budget and Policy Priorities has recently released guidance that gives further instruction to school districts regarding ways they can make it easier for foster children to receive free meals at school.

This guidance reiterates that districts can certify foster children for free meals by receiving notification from an appropriate agency; i.e., districts are encouraged to contact their local counties to develop a process whereby they can obtain a list of children in foster care in order to identify these students for free meals. The district would notify the family, and the family would need to take no other steps.

As a further measure to make it easier for foster children to receive free meals, districts can also use notification by a child welfare caseworker of a child’s foster status as the basis for certifying the student for free meals. When a child enters foster care or changes foster homes, the child’s school must be notified of the change. This notification is sometimes made by the caseworker with responsibility for the child’s foster placement. This notice is intended to ensure that the student enrolls in the school on a timely basis and that the school has accurate information about the child’s status.
Several approaches toward enacting this measure would be effective. For example, the child’s foster care caseworker could notify the school meals program about the child’s foster status when apprising other school personnel. Or, the individual at the school who already receives notice of children’s foster status could inform a school meals administrator. The USDA has not specified what documentation is required. Oral notice would likely suffice if the school meals administrator collected and kept for documentation the name of the person making the notification, their title and authority to provide the information, and the date. Written documentation (i.e., a valid, signed document issued by the appointing agency or court showing the child has been formally placed as a foster child) is highly encouraged. Under these approaches, the school meals program could be notified of each foster child individually or be provided with lists of such children on a regular basis. 
Further, foster parents may also provide the school with documentation of the child’s foster status as a means for the district to certify the child for free meals. This must be a valid document issued to the family from the appointing agency or court that has been signed by the appropriate agency or court official. The documentation must show that the child has been formally placed as a foster child (and not be a child that is permanently/ temporarily residing with an individual/family in a non-formal manner) in order to be eligible to receive free meal benefits as a categorically eligible student. Oral notice from a foster parent is not acceptable.
Additionally, even if districts implement the methods above (lists from the county and notification from caseworkers/foster parents), some children in foster care will inevitably be missed by this process. So, it is highly recommended that districts notify foster parents that their children in foster care are categorically eligible for free meals. Methods to use could include flyers and newsletters, to encourage families with foster children to fill out applications.

The redesign of applications is, therefore, also mentioned in this guidance. On the 2011-2012 prototype, CDE incorporated these changes, including a foster child check box (which, if marked, automatically certifies the child for free meals) and the instruction that foster children can now be on an application with non-foster children in the household. Foster children on an application with non-foster children are still categorically eligible, and including them on the household application increases the household’s size and thus may help the non-foster children qualify for free or reduced price meals. Further, the district can determine whether including, or not including, the foster child in the eligibility determination of the non-foster children would result in a higher benefit level for them. If not, the district may choose not to include the foster child in the determination of the other children. Again, the presence of a foster child in a household does not confer categorical eligibility to non-foster children. 

Finally, regarding Verification, if an application is chosen that includes foster children, districts are advised that the least burdensome approach for the family would be to obtain documentation of the child’s foster care status directly from a local foster care agency. The USDA has instructed program administrators that documentation from a state or local foster care agency or the court where the child received placement is acceptable for Verification. If the school district cannot obtain documentation directly from a foster care agency or court and must therefore contact the foster family, it is important to accept the least burdensome forms of reliable documentation and clearly explain to parents what they must provide. USDA’s prototype Verification notice instructs foster families to provide written documentation that verifies the child is the legal responsibility of the agency or court or to provide the name and contact information for a person at the agency or court who can verify that the child is a foster child. Allowing foster parents to provide contact information for a third party who can verify the child’s foster status is important.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at otey_j@cde.state.co.us or 303-866-6450.

Thank you.
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