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	To:
	
Child Nutrition Program Directors and Administrators

	From:
	Jeanne Aiello, SNS, Senior Consultant, 303-866-6659

	Date:
	May 19, 2011

	Subject:
	Foster and Kinship Care Children

		

	A question about Kinship Care children’s eligibility for categorically free meals arose after the release of USDA Child Nutrition Reauthorization 2010 implementation memorandum SP 17-2011, Categorical Eligibility for Foster Children (January 31, 2011). This memorandum is posted on our website at the following address:
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdenutritran/nutriUSDA-memos.htm.
Foster children are in the legal custody of the county in which they reside. This definition should assist you in determining categorical eligibility when discussing the difference between foster and Kinship Care children with caretakers. 
There is a limited window of time when a Colorado county has legal authority/custody for placement and decision-making of a child in Kinship Care. During this time, a child in Kinship Care is categorically eligible for free meals. This is the period of time directly before the relative/family takes legal custody of the child. Once the relative/family member assumes legal responsibility of the child, SP 17-2011 does not apply. This distinction should be made, and noted, for a child in Kinship Care who is determined to be categorically eligible for free meals. Of course, once the child’s benefits have been established, they remain in effect for the entire school year. The following website lists all Colorado county contacts for Kinship Care: http://cokinship.org/county.html. Click on the county location or name, County Departments tab and then Child Welfare tab.
USDA urges School Food Authorities (SFAs) and other Child Nutrition institutions to “establish formal mechanisms with local foster agencies to receive information directly from these agencies to facilitate certification for free meals for foster children.” The CDE Nutrition Unit has partnered with Colorado Social Services so all counties are  aware of the information contained in this memo. The following page lists Colorado counties and phone numbers to assist you. Please make contact with your county representative before the start of school to establish categorical eligibility for these students and avoid having to process unnecessary applications. When the list is received by the SFA, the family should be notified. 
The SFA must receive: student’s name, date child became legal authority of the county, and case worker’s name. The SFA is required to have one of the following in lieu of an application for these children: faxed list, email list or email with attachment that has a signature and date. In larger districts, in which several children have the same name, it would also be helpful to have further information to help identify the child, such as birth date and school name.

	


Colorado Foster Care
County Names and Phone Numbers
	Adams 303-412-8121
	Kit Carson 719-346-8732

	Alamosa 719-589-2581
	Lake 719-486-2088

	Arapahoe 303-636-1100
	La Plata 970-382-6150

	Archuleta 970-264-2182
	Larimer 970-498-6300

	Baca 719-523-4131
	Las Animas 719-846-2276

	Bent 719-456-2620
	Lincoln 719-743-2404

	Boulder 303-441-1000
	Logan 970-522-2194

	Broomfield 720-887-2269
	Mesa 970-241-8480

	Chaffee 719-539-6627
	Mineral 719-657-3381

	Cheyenne 719-767-5629
	Montezuma 970-565-3769

	Clear Creek 303-569-3251 x 371
	Moffat 970-824-8282

	Conejos 719-376-5455
	Montrose 970-252-5000

	Costilla 719-672-4131
	Morgan 970-542-3530

	Crowley 719-267-3546
	Otero 719-383-3100

	Custer 719-783-2371
	Ouray 970-325-4437

	Delta 970-874-2030
	Park 719-836-4139

	Denver 720-944-3666
	Phillips 970-854-2280

	Dolores 970-677-2250
	Pitkin 970-927-1611

	Douglas 303-688-4825
	Prowers 719-336-7486

	Eagle 970-328-8840
	Pueblo 719-583-6160

	Elbert 303-621-3149
	Rio Blanco 970-878-9640

	El Paso 719-444-5532
	Rio Grande 719-657-3381

	Fremont 719-275-2318
	Routt 970-879-1540

	Garfield 970-945-9191
	Saguache 719-655-2537

	Gilpin 303-582-5444
	San Juan 970-387-5631

	Grand 970-725-3331
	San Miguel 970-728-4411

	Gunnison 970-641-3244
	Sedgwick 970-474-3397

	Hinsdale 970-641-3244
	Summit 970-668-4100

	Huerfano 719-738-2810
	Teller 719-687-3335

	Jackson 970-723-4750
	Washington 970-345-2238

	Jefferson 303-271-1388
	Weld 970-352-1551

	Kiowa 719-438-5541
	Yuma 970-332-4877
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