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Categorical Eligibility Regarding The Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR)
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The Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) provides commodity foods to low income households living on Indian reservations and to American Indian households residing in approved areas near reservations. Many households participate in the FDPIR as an alternative to the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) because they do not have easy access to SNAP offices or authorized food stores. The program is administered at the federal level by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. FDPIR is administered locally by either Indian Tribal Organizations (ITOs) or an agency of a state government.

Please Note: FDPIR recipients are eligible for free milk and free meal benefits, in the same manner as SNAP recipients. An FDPIR case number is required on a meal benefit application for proof of eligibility. Typically the FDPIR case numbers are nine digits and do not contain any letters. 
For purposes of direct certification, documentation of students receiving FDPIR can be obtained from the FDPIR officials. Students directly certified on FDPIR would not contribute to the verification pool. 

Documents acceptable for direct certification and/or verification must include: names of children currently certified to receive FDPIR; a statement certifying that each child is a member of an FDPIR household; and at least one piece of identifying information that will match each child, such as date of birth, address, parents’ names, social security numbers, or other identifiers. These documents must also be dated and signed by the FDPIR official.  
If there are additional questions or concerns please contact: Lindsay Hucknall at Hucknall_l@cde.state.co.us or 303.866.6871.
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