3/21/13
Thursday Update

Dear Districts,

Direct Certification
Thank you to everyone who has uploaded their files for the 3rd required timeframe. Just a reminder that Direct Cert must be completed by the end of the day today.

2013 CSNA Summer Conference & Exhibit!
Again this year, the OSN and CSNA (Colorado School Nutrition Association) are combining our efforts to provide a fun and educational conference for everyone (this is again taking the place of our old Summer Workshop). Some of the classes will include Healthy Edge; Serving it Safe; the New Administrative Review Process; Menu Planning, Production Records, & the Food Buying Guide; Offer versus Serve; Special Dietary Needs; Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act 2013-14 Implementations; Commodities; Healthy Choices for Colorado Children; Who Put a Lizard in My Lasagna; and much, much more! To register, please visit the CSNA website at https://colosna.com/summer-conference-2013.php.

And Justice for All Poster Guidance
The OSN has received questions about the And Justice for All poster, regarding its placement when a school has such meal services as breakfast in the classroom or breakfast on the bus. Does the poster need to be displayed in every classroom/on every bus where the kids are eating? USDA confirmed that displaying the poster in the lunchroom/cafeteria is sufficient if all students participating in the school breakfast program may also participate in the lunch program in the cafeteria, where they can see the poster.

Homeless, Migrant, & Runaway Students
The OSN has been working very closely with the coordinators at CDE who oversee the education of homeless and migrant students.  As you know, homeless and migrant children are a highly mobile population.  Students experiencing these situations are in need of nutritious school meals, and it is imperative that they receive their free eligibility determination as soon as possible. When processing information from homeless & migrant lists or applications, please keep these points in mind.  First, be sure to touch base regularly with your district’s homeless & migrant liaisons so you can coordinate with them and receive updated lists of children who have been determined homeless/migrant/runaway as soon as possible.  Secondly, process this information as quickly as possible, so that these students have access to free meals right away.  Also keep in mind that an application marked as homeless or migrant is taken at face value.  These applications should be initially approved for free meals, and then the SFA must seek confirmation of this information from the district homeless/migrant liaison. For more information and to find out more about your local homeless/migrant coordinators, please see the attached document as well as www.cde.state.co.us/DropoutPrevention/homeless_liaisons.htm and http://www.cde.state.co.us/cde_english/elau_migrant.htm.

Farm to School
Just a reminder that the OSN has a really cool Farm to School website, which you should check out: http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdenutritran/nutrifarmtoschool.htm. We will be updating this site by the end of this week, so please take a look!

Certified!
Congratulations to the following districts that were certified during this past week for compliance with the new meal patterns: Pagosa Springs, Bayfield, Ignacio, Montezuma-Cortez, Dolores RE-4A, Mancos, Telluride, Norwood, and Gilpin. Well done!
Flash drives received: 166 (90.2%). Just a friendly reminder that the OSN has up to 60 days to approve Certification materials for an SFA once a completed flash drive is received.
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Thank you,


Jennifer

Jennifer Otey, Senior Consultant | Office of School Nutrition | Colorado Department of Education | 1580 Logan St. #760, Denver, CO 80203 | 303-866-6450 | Fax-303-866-6133 | http://www.cde.state.co.us/index_nutrition.htm

~Thursday Updates (TU) are brought to you by the CDE Office of School Nutrition (OSN) & are provided to 
Main Nutrition Contacts, F&R Contacts, Certification Contacts, Claim System Users, & our additional TU List.~
1. 
If today’s TU contains information pertinent to a different staff person in your district, please forward this information to that person. | To access the TU archives, click here.
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