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DATE: 

March 7, 2013
TO: 

Food Service Directors and Main Nutrition Contacts


      CN13-G-007
FROM: 

Lyza Brackett, Fiscal and Review Manager, Office of School Nutrition 

SUBJECT: 
Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) – SY 2013-14 Guidance

Please follow the link to the USDA memorandum SP 25-2013 regarding the calculations necessary for School Food Authorities (SFAs) to determine compliance with the Meal Price Equity provisions of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. The necessary Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) form has also been posted on the CDE Office of School Nutrition (OSN) website.
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdenutritran/nutriPaidLunchEquity.htm 

SFAs that are charging, on average, less than $2.59 for paid lunches are required to adjust their weighted average lunch price or add non-federal funds to the non-profit school food service account. 

Please review the information carefully to determine if your SFA is in compliance concerning prices charged to students who are not eligible for free or reduced price meals. It is important that your SFA continues to meet these guidelines through meal price increases or non-federal funds.

Each SFA (even if they are already charging the required amount) must submit a copy of the PLE tool in order for the Renewal Agreement and claim system application for 2013-2014 to be approved.  We are in the process of adding the PLE tool in the claim system.  If you submit your PLE tool between now and August 1, 2013, please email it to brackett_l@cde.state.co.us.  During the summer, CDE OSN staff will upload your form for you into the claim system. After August 1, 2013, if you have not yet sent in your PLE form, you will be expected to upload this form into our claim system.  (Further instructions on how to do so will be included with the claim system instructions that will be sent out this summer.) We are here for assistance if needed. All PLE tools must be received by the OSN by August 31, 2013.
Please note you are no longer required to submit a Request for Meal Price Increase form (if applicable) to the CDE OSN.
The following page lists the information you will need to complete the PLE tool.

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at brackett_l@cde.state.co.us or 303-866-6670. 
ALL SFAs will need the following data to calculate the Weighted Average Price for SY 2013-14:

· SY 2010-11 Weighted Average Price

· All paid lunch prices for October 2012

· Number of paid lunches served associated with each paid lunch price in October 2012

· This information can be accessed by a claim system user in the online claim system

SFAs that have opted to contribute non-federal sources also need:

· Total number of paid lunches served in SY 2011-12
· This information can be accessed by a claim system user in the online claim system (go to Year in the upper right-and corner and change the year to 2011-2012)
· The total dollar amount of SY 2011-12 and SY 2012-13 non-federal contributions
SFAs that wish to split the SY 2013-14 requirement by both raising paid lunch prices and contributing funds from non-federal sources will need all of the above information.

Additionally, the PLE tool includes a report that SFAs can use to track the information they will need to make their SY 2014-15 calculations. SFAs can print the report and keep it in their records.
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