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	Instructor:  
	Course:  

	Unit:  Instructional Unit on Research Projects
	Quarter:

	Topic: Selecting and Reading From a Variety of Print  Sources with Skimming & Scanning
	Time Range: 45 minutes

	Standard(s):
	# 2,4


2. Reading for All Purposes
4. Research and Reasoning

	21st Century skills:
Information Literacy; Collaboration; Self Direction; Relevance and Application; Communication

	Objectives / Assessment Frameworks:
1. Students will learn to find a variety of print sources that can be used for their projects.
2. Students will find at least 2 print sources and give the titles and page numbers that will apply to their projects.

	Prerequisite Learning:  in order to effectively master the objectives listed above, students must exhibit mastery in the following areas…
1. Students should be familiar with how to use the computer library catalog to locate sources.
2. Students should be familiar with call numbers and how to locate books in the library.

	Lesson Outline:  (think about the following elements: instructional strategies, depth of knowledge, materials, resources, student engagement, mastery, closure)
Materials needed:   Library and a Teacher Librarian, if available, is helpful.  No computers with this lesson, except for a computer with a library catalog.
1. Review skimming and scanning techniques and explain how these techniques can be helpful during research.
· According to: http://  
    wiki.answers.com/Q/What_is_the_different_of_scanning_or_skimming
“Skimming and scanning are both ways of reading through some passage. 
Scanning refers to the act of briefly reading through the passage. You do not go into detail to interpret every single detail. The purpose of scanning is to just simply know what the passage is talking about, who are the characters, and some other information that is more of general. 
Skimming refers to reading through a passage with great precision. The reader will be looking for clues and evidence so as to help him interpret what exactly in detail was happening and etc.”

· A further example:  One might first scan through a passage to find keywords or scan through the index.  Once a paragraph or page is found to have the desired keywords, then one might skim through the paragraph for more detailed information.

2. In choosing the print sources required for the assignment (the number will vary by teacher), try for a variety of print sources so there will be different perspectives or points of view presented.  Following are a variety of print reference sources that could apply:
· The encyclopedia		
· At the end of an article, there is often a list of related articles; these could give the student more information about his/her topic.
· If there is an author for this article, it is sometimes found at the beginning of the article, or sometimes the author's name is located at the end of the article.  Author’s name, if found, is needed for works cited.
· The encyclopedia’s index volume can help the student pinpoint specific volumes and pages of keyword data.  The index is usually a separate volume at the end of the last volume.  It lists keywords for every article in its volumes. 
· There may be several sets of encyclopedias and some may be more applicable than others.
· World Almanac and Book of Facts
· This is an excellent source for current statistics on world topics. These can be found in the 030 section of nonfiction books in the library.
· Biographies
· These can be found in the “B” for Biography section in a library and the 920 section for books on groups of people.
· Magazines/newspapers
· If you have a physical copy of a magazine or newspaper, these can be included as nonfiction print sources if the articles relate to the student’s topics.
· Atlases
· If maps are needed, use the 912 section in the library for these.

3. Non-fiction books are excellent resources as well.
· Remember, students may not need to read an entire book; using the index in the back of the book, look up keywords which will show students the pages on which the keywords are found; also, use the table of contents for clues.
· Students may use the computer library catalog to locate books by title, author, or keyword.
· Once a student finds a book, he or she should write down the entire call number.  Call numbers are usually shelved according to the Dewey Decimal Classification system (10 subject areas)

4. While researching for good sources, students will need to use skimming and scanning skills to help them decide if the source will be helpful or relevant for their purposes.

5. Once students decide the resource will be helpful, they can read more and take notes.  How to take notes will be covered in another lesson.

6. ASSIGNMENT:  This could be a great time for the students to complete survey #3 of 4 for “Student Engagement”. The instructions and form are attached, in case you still need them.

7. ASSIGNMENT:  Students will find at least 2 print sources and write the titles and pages that have information related to their project.  Be sure to have the students show the teacher their results for credit. 

8. ASSIGNMENT:  Two skimming/scanning exercises are attached, if time permits.
	notes:






	Differentiation: use the data (CSAP, Acuity, TOSCRF, YPP…) collected to help identify how you will meet the needs of all students in your class.
Students are not as familiar with print sources as they are with Internet sources.  Many may need help finding the index or even finding a nonfiction book.  The teacher and librarian(s) need to be available to help with this process.


	Re-Teach
	Extensions
	Accelerations

	Use of index and call numbers may need to be reviewed for some students.

	(Distributive Practice)
A skim/scan assignment could be given to practice these techniques. 
	Once two sources are found, students can continue to find more sources for their projects, if needed.


	Evaluation / Assessment: explain how you will determine mastery of this lesson to the objective/standard…
Students were able to find information applicable to their research projects.


	Reflection:
Things that went well…
Students were found roaming all around the library to find different print sources.

Things that didn’t go well…
Some students are slower readers than others and had problems with not enough time to skim/scan to find 2 print sources.

Things to remember…
· Some students may need to request InterLibrary Loan books.
· This lesson was actually skipped for one project, but it was found that this requirement for extra print sources was still required and combined with other lessons for completion of the project.

Things to change for next time…
Possibly making time for the two exercises on skimming/scanning.






STUDENT NAME ________________________   PERIOD _________   
For this survey, the teacher is to tell the students:
“This is not graded.  This is to help the teacher measure your engagement throughout this project.  You will be evaluating your own confidence and interest level several times.  It takes only five minutes.  A “1” is very low; and a “10” is extremely high.  No two students should have the same answers because they are based on “your” perceptions, not somebody else’s.  Your feelings can change each time and your numbers can go up or down as you progress.  Try to be as truthful as possible.  Thank you.”

SURVEY 1:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Comment so far about this assignment _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

SURVEY 2:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Comment so far about this assignment _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

SURVEY 3:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Comment so far about this assignment _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

SURVEY 4:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
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Lesson 3
Skimming for Details

If you were at a newsstand looking for the current issue of TV Guide, where
would you start? Would you begin at the top of the rack and work your way
across each row, reading all the titles?

Chances are you’d take a much quicker way. If you just glanced over the
whole rack, quite likely 7V Guide would just “pop out” at you because you
know its size and the general appearance of its cover.

In many reading situations, you can also glance over material to find
information by using a skill called skimming. Skimming is a quick way of
looking over material. Instead of reading word by word, line by line, let your
eyes travel rapidly over the printed page, skipping over words, phrases, and
sometimes even entire sentences, until you find what you’re looking for.

Skimming skills are useful when you are looking for a particular detail or
when you want to get a general idea of what the material is about. Skimming
skills are also useful when you want to know if a piece of writing will be
helpful for your purpose.

Exercise A

Skim the paragraphs that follow just to find the two names given to people
who use forked sticks to discover water.

THE WATER WITCHES
by David C. Knight

Searching for hidden things with a divining rod, a Y-shaped forked
stick, is nothing new. People have been doing it for centuries—and they
have been finding the hidden things, too. In most cases, the divining rod is
used to locate water beneath the ground. People who practice this ancient
art are known as “dowsers,” or sometimes as “water witches” because of
their strange ability to find hidden sources of water.

The ancient Persians, Greeks, and Romans all used the divining rod.
Marco Polo, on his famous travels to China, found it in general use
throughout the Orient in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries.
Georgius Agricola, who lived in the sixteenth century, reported in his
books that miners frequently used divining rods to locate veins of iron and
other metals. Today, modern “water witches” are still finding water with
their forked twigs.

1. What are the two names for people who use forked sticks to search for
water?

2. Which of the following helped you to locate the two names quickly—a
special kind of type (such as izalic or boldface), capital letters, or
quotation marks?
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3. Skim the paragraphs again to find the name of the traveler who found
people in the Orient using the divining rod. Write the name here.

4. Which of the features listed in question 2 helped you to locate the name
of the traveler quickly?

5. Which of the features is used in the first paragraph to emphasize that
divining rods really work?

When you are looking for a particular bit of information, pay attention to
such features as capital letter, numerals, punctuation marks, and special type.
They tend to “stand out” on the printed page and may help you complete your
task more rapidly. But even when clues like these are not present, you can still
skim. You will have to concentrate on the material more carefully, keeping in
mind what you’re looking for.

Exercise B i

The paragraphs that follow are also about divining rods. First, read the
questions before each section. Skim to find only the information asked for and
then answer the questions.

1. What are two of the five kinds of wood that may be used for divining rods?

2. Who was the most famous dowser of modern times?

3. What did he dowse to find water in Bermuda?

Several kinds of wood seem to serve as divining rods. Some dowsers
prefer hazel or maple twigs. Others swear by peach or apple or willow. But
the way in which the forked sticks are used is generally the same.

Dowsers grasp the forked ends of the twig firmly, with palms upward.
As they begin the search for water, the butt of the stick is pointed slightly
upward. When dowsers near water, they can feel the pull as the butt end
begins to dip downward. When dowsers are directly over water, the twig
points straight down toward the ground.

Perhaps the most famous dowser of modern times was Henry Gross,
who, time after time, was supposedly able to locate water in many parts of
the world. Once Gross apparently located water on the parched island of
Bermuda without even being there! What Gross reportedly did was dowse
a large map of the island that he had spread out on the floor of his home in
Maine.
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4. In what year was a successful case of dowsing reported?

5. What was the name of the person who discovered water in the town?

Another case of successful dowsing happened in a small Massachusetts
town in 1963. The town officials had been searching for a lost
underground water supply. No one could remember exactly where the
water was, and so each summer the town had been forced to ration its
scant supply of water. The town’s Department of Public Works had tried
everything, including a mine detector, to locate the spot where the water
was. But nothing had worked.

Then, half-jokingly, someone suggested trying a divining rod. The

Superintendent of Public Works was skeptical, but finally he thought, why -

not? Everything else had failed. So some of his men set out with forked
twigs in their hands. Presently one of the men, “Dutch” Emery, let out a
shout. Emery’s stick had moved downward with such force that it had
scraped some skin off his thumb. When a five-foot hole was dug at that
spot, an old capped pipe leading to the lost water supply was found. When
it was uncapped, there proved to be enough water to serve the town for
years.

As well as skimming for details, you can also skim to find the general
content of an article. Determining the general content requires a closer
examination than does skimming for a particular detail. Still, skimming skills
are useful to get a general idea of the content so that you can decide whether
to go back and read the material more slowly.

If you are reading for a definite purpose, skimming will help you decide if
the material will be helpful to you. If you conclude that an article may help
you, continued skimming will help you decide whether it contains exactly what
you need.
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