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	Instructor:  
	Course:  

	Unit:  Instructional Unit on Research Projects
	Quarter:  

	Topic: Locating a Non-Print Source
	Time Range: 45 min.

	Standard(s):
	# 4


1. Research and Reasoning

	21st Century skills:
Information Literacy; Collaboration; Relevance and Application

	Objectives / Assessment Frameworks:
1. Students will learn how to find non-print sources using EBSCO, the HS Library Catalog, and a search engine, all part of the Internet.
2. Students will find 1 article related to his/her topic using EBSCO.
3. Students will find 1 article related to his/her topic using either the HS Library Catalog or a search engine on the Internet.
4. Students will copy/paste the articles along with other pertinent information needed for a research paper as in the title, author, date(s), web address, and more onto a Word document.

	Prerequisite Learning:  in order to effectively master the objectives listed above, students must exhibit mastery in the following areas…
1. From a prior lesson 3, students should already understand what a print source means versus a non-print source (refer to lesson 3).
2. From a prior lesson 3, students should already understand primary source versus secondary source (refer to lesson 3).
3. Students should know how to open a Word document, copy and paste, save with a proper, related file name, and print.
4. Students should know how to attach a file to an email.

	Lesson Outline:  (think about the following elements: instructional strategies, depth of knowledge, materials, resources, student engagement, mastery, closure)
Materials/resources needed:  computers for each student, collaboration with a Teacher Librarian (if available), knowledge on how to use databases as in EBSCO, use of the HS Library Catalog, and access to the Internet.

1. It is important that students know there are other ways to find Internet information rather than Google and similar search engines.  This lesson is a “dare to not use Google” for research.  If a Teacher Librarian is available, collaborate with the Teacher Librarian, who will be able to complete this lesson for you.  Ask the Teacher Librarian to review the following:
· If using Internet search engines like Google, keep in mind: 
· .org., and .gov. in Web addresses are the most reliable. These are from nonprofit or government agencies
· .edu, although an educational site, can be reliable if from the institution, but can also be unreliable as many reports are from student assignments
· If using Google and other search engines, use several keywords all at once to help lessen the number of sites found.  e.g. “John Wayne” movie “True Grit” is better than just “John Wayne”.  If one search engine does not help, try other search engines as in bing, yahoo, aol, dogpile, ask.com. 
· Try links to other sites.  They may offer different points of view.
· Be sure to check dates on web sites in case they may contain outdated information
· Using the computer at school is a privilege, so adhere to the school's Internet policy
· For “dare to not use Google”, there are several databases available on the Internet that provide quick, easy, and reliable information.  Some of these are:
· EBSCO (a database of magazines, newspapers, primary and secondary sources, biographies, etc., purchased by the school and available on public library databases, too)
· Demonstrate how to use EBSCO
· Web sites using the H.S. Library catalog because the HS Library catalog finds both books and reliable web sites
· Demonstrate how to use the H.S. Library Catalog for web sites	
· World and I (a database purchased by the school)
2. ASSIGNMENT:  Students will now use EBSCO to find a non-print article related to their topic.
· Students must understand the importance of saving the information and knowing what information comes from which source; therefore, do the following:
· copy and paste the article into a Word document, and also be sure to copy/paste the title, author, and site title.
· copy and paste the URL, so if you need to find this exact article, you can find it again
· Students will save the Word document that contains the article from EBSCO
3. ASSIGNMENT:  Students will now look for another source using either the HS Library Catalog or a search engine to find another appropriate, reliable source
· Students must also copy/paste this article to his/her Word document, title, author, site title, web address, etc and save
4. Teacher needs to decide how to have the students turn in their work:
· print to turn in 
· email file to the teacher
· show the file to the teacher from his/her computer
5. Students must “turn in” the two different articles from two different non-print sources for credit  today.
	notes:








	Differentiation: use the data (CSAP, Acuity, TOSCRF, YPP…) collected to help identify how you will meet the needs of all students in your class.
Some students may need extra help using proper, applicable, related keywords to get results quickly.  Some students may not remember the demonstration on how to use EBSCO and may need extra help using EBSCO.


	Re-Teach
	Extensions
	Accelerations

	· Show the two ways to search in EBSCO, EBSCO Research Database or Student Research Center. 
· Citationmachine.net has many different catagories for nonprint sources.  Review the differences between online journal article, online magazine article, online encyclopedia, and web document. 

	(Distributive Practice)
If the teacher wants more direction on evaluating web sites or finding reliable nonprint sources, the teacher could use the 4-page handout attached to this lesson.

	For advanced students, they could bypass objective 4 and go directly to citationmachine.net  to copy/paste the works cited information.

	Evaluation / Assessment: explain how you will determine mastery of this lesson to the objective/standard…
After completing the two assignments, the teacher will be able to evaluate the students’ mastery of using EBSCOhost and one other source from the Internet.  Also, mastery of saving pertinent information with the copy/paste feature can be identified. 

	Reflection:
Things that went well…
Students had few problems finding the 2 nonprint sources.  Students were able to copy/paste onto a Word document.  With this assignment, it was also easy to discover which students needed to finish the copy/paste information with the works cited information, not only the article.

Things that didn’t go well…
Students sometimes got frustrated using EBSCOhost for searching.  See below for “things to remember”.

Things to remember…
Remind students that a difference between using EBSCO and the search engines on the Internet is reliability and spelling features.  EBSCO is considered to be very reliable; search engines need to be reviewed for reliability.  EBSCO may not check spelling; search engines many times will correct spelling.
Things to change for next time…
Added to this lesson is a 4-page handout to help with evaluations and reliability of web site sources that a teacher may wish to use.
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The first step in evaluating web sites is to look at the address of a site from your “hits” list. You

should be able to determine if it is a site that may give you quality information by simply looking
at the address. A web address will always start with the following:

http:// This is an abbreviation for hypertext transfer protocol. It is standard in all web
addresses.

www. This is an abbreviation for World Wide Web. It may or may not be present.

rbls This tells you which computer/network the web site lives on. This is an indicator

as to what type of site you are looking at. (www.unco., www.comcast.,
www.pbs., www.eaton.k12.co. , etc.)

.edu This is the most important part of the URL. This part of the address indicates the
domain of the web site you are viewing.

~or/ A tilde or back-slash after the domain name means that you are going to a sub-
section of the original web site. The more slashes in the URL, the further away
you are being take from the original site.

The Domain
The last “dot” in a web address is called the domain. The most commonly heard is “.com”. The
domain is useful in evaluating the quality of web sites.

.com commercial site

.edu  educational site

.gov  government site

.org  non-profit organization

.net  network administrator site — anyone can buy page
.mil  U.S. military site

.us state, local government

.arts  cultural and entertainment organizations

rec  organizations emphasizing recreational activities
fr France

.uk  United Kingdom

.ca Canada

.au  Australia

After looking at the web address, the next step is to evaluate the information. The Internet is a
major tool for gaining information where the outcomes are endless. The WWW offers
information from all over the world. The problem is anyone can put information on the web.
So, you have to ask yourself if the information you are looking at has been written by someone
with proper credentials or by someone with some crazy ideas. Thus it is crucial to develop
information literacy skills to evaluate what you find on the Internet.
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AUTHORITY
Is the author’s name listed and can you contact him/her? (email, snail-mail, phone, address)
‘What are the author’s credentials? Authority in that field (qualified)?
Is the author’s institutional affiliation listed and linked to the home page of that institution?
Is there a link to the author’s biographical info?
Who published the document and is it separate from the “webmaster? (webmaster just puts info
out on web, no knowledge of material)
What is the domain?

ACCURACY
Is a bibliography included to verify the information?
Does info seem reliable and free from errors?
Are there links to reliable sources?
If statistical info is included, are the sources for these materials clearly stated?

OBJECTIVITY
Is the information fact or opinion?
What is the purpose of the site or document? To inform, to persuade, or to sell you something?
Ask yourself why was it written and from whom?
Are graphics or images used to sway the opinion of the user?

CURRENCY
When was it produced? (date for when info gathered) Is the info outdated?
When was it updated? Is the date of the latest revision of the site clearly stated?
Are the links active and current?

COVERAGE
Are supporting materials (bibliography, charts, statistics, graphics, etc.) given?
Are there links to other resources on the topic?
Is it all images or a balance of text and images?
Is the site still under construction? Are you missing key pieces of information?
Do you need special software to view the information?

The Five W's

Who wrote the pages and are they an expert in the field?
What is the purpose of the page?

Where does.the information come from (domain)?
When was the site created, updated, last worked on?
Why is the information useful?

)
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Name:

Finding a Reliable Non-Print Source

Directions: Conduct a search on your research topic using one or more of the search engines listed on the back
of this sheet. Find one article and evaluate it by answering the following questions. If the article is reliable and
you would like to use it for your research, you must get approval from the teacher BEFORE printing! By the end
of the period, attach your reliable article to this questionnaire and turn documents into the teacher.

1. Search Engine Used:

2. Topic Searched:

3. Number of Hits:

4. What are some of the active links to other pages? Do they work properly?

5. Who is in charge of making sure that the information is accurate? What is the person’s name or
name of the corporation in charge? What is the email address or phone number listed for
contact information?

6. What information provided proves that the author(s) is an expert in his or her field? Is the
source well-known (i.e. New York Times, CNN, ESPN)?

7. Scan through the information provided in the article. If the article portrays any biases or
prejudices against an opposing opinion or thought. It is not a reliable source. Browse the
images and graphics used on the webpage as well to find any bias or prejudice.

8. Isthe page current? What is the date of the last revision?

THINGS TO KEEP IN MIND:

Try several search engines

Don’t just click on the first hits listed

Take advantage of the links provided on the page
Experiment with different keywords
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Big Seven Search Engines

Google www.google.com

Teoma www.teoma.com

Alta Vista  www.altavista.com
Lycos www.lycos.com
Northern Light www.northernlight.com
HotBot www.hotbot.com

Yahoo www.yahoo.com

Other Search Engines

Answers.com WWW.answers.com

Ask Jeeves  www.askjeeves.com

All the Web, All the Time www.alltheweb.com

Excite www.excite.com

MSN Search www.msn.com

Netscape Search WWww.netscape.com

Kid’s Tools for Searching the Internet www.rcls.org/ksearch.htm

Metasearch Engines

Dogpile http://www.dogpile.com

Vivisimo http://vivisimo.com

Kartoo http://www.kartoo.com

Mamma: Mother of all Search Engines http:/www.mamma.com
SurfWax http://www.surfwax.com

CurryGuide  http://web.curryguide.com

Ixquick http://ixquick.com

Metacrawler http://www.metacrawler.com

Subject Directories

Librarians Index to the Internet www.lii.org

Academic Info www.academicinfo.net

Beaucoup www.beaucoup.com

Bubl Link http://bubl.ac.uk/link

Digital Librarian www.digital-librarian.com

About.com http:/home.about.com :

Infomine: Scholarly Internet Resource Collections http://infomine.ucr.edu
Schoolwork Ugh! www.schoolwork.org
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