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	Instructor:  
	Course:  

	Unit: Instructional Unit on Research Projects
	Quarter: 

	Topic: Introducing the Research Project
	Time Range:  45 min.

	Standard(s):
	#2, #4


2.  Reading for All Purposes
4.  Research and Reasoning

	21st Century skills:
Critical thinking and Reasoning; Information Literacy; Collaboration; Self Direction; Inquiry Questions; Relevance and application

	Objectives / Assessment Frameworks:
1. Students will choose a topic for a research project.
2. Students will learn and understand the purpose of the research project (to persuade, to inform, to create, etc.).
3. Students will start to plan and coordinate a timeline from beginning to end for a research project.
4. Students will be given a rubric for the final project.

	Prerequisite Learning:  in order to effectively master the objectives listed above, students must exhibit mastery in the following areas…
Students should have already mastered the art of writing in complete sentences with complete thoughts and with paragraphs.


	Lesson Outline:  (think about the following elements: instructional strategies, depth of knowledge, materials, resources, student engagement, mastery, closure)
NOTE: a PowerPoint 16-slide presentation is added to this lesson to help with the introduction of research projects. You may copy/paste the pics back into a PowerPoint or you may double click on the pic to make your own changes.

1. Knowing what research is:
-- Research involves gathering information, and reading, interpreting, evaluating, and studying a topic.
-- After going through this process, we are able to share the information gathered to present it in an organized and effective manner.   
· “A research paper presents and interprets information gathered through an extensive study of a subject 
· An effective research paper has a clearly stated thesis, 
· convincing factual support from a variety of outside sources, including direct quotations whose sources are credited, 
· a clear organization that includes an introduction, body, and conclusion,
· a bibliography or works-cited list that provides a complete listing of research sources” (PHW&G 267). (Prentice Hall: Writing & Grammar)

2. Choosing a topic -- sometimes a topic is already decided or given to a student, but often times a student has a choice. 
· The topic should interest the student
· It should be researchable (sources should be available)
· Use strategies to help generate a topic (e.g. brainstorm ideas from major areas of study, review notebook, textbooks, newspapers, journals for ideas of interest)
· Once you know there is enough information available, narrow your topic to something more manageable.
· Be sure to consider your audience and purpose and make sure the topic fits the situation.
· Use STRAP (Write Source 194) Use strap questions to analyze your topic.  
· S – Subject – What subject should the student write about?
· T – Type – What form of writing should the student create? (essay, letter, announcement, report, article)
· R – Role – What position the student assume as the writer? (student, community member, son or daughter, friend)
· A – Audience – Who is the intended reader? (classmates, teacher, principal, parents, city council)
· P – Purpose – What is the goal of the student’s writing? (inform, explain, evaluate, persuade)
e.g. For multi-genre projects, students may choose an event or person for their topic.  Giving students a list such as “100 famous people”,        “ famous sports figures”, “famous women in history” can be helpful during the beginning of the brainstorming stage; these lists will sometimes help them recognize someone of interest, or it may help them think of another topic that they would love to learn more about. 

3. Understanding the purpose of the assignment (to persuade, to inform, to defend a position, to create, etc.)
a. After briefly explaining the research process, explain the type of writing expected for the finished product. Students must understand the goal for their writing.
b. Use examples to show students, so they have a clear idea of what is expected.  (teacher may use student samples or examples from texts such as Write Source and Prentice Hall Writing and Grammar)
c. Common research purposes could include persuading a reader to take your position (use facts and examples to influence the reader) or explaining a complex cause and effect relationship ( use facts and details to show connections).
e.g. The purpose of a multi-genre project may be to meld research plus creative writing by using a variety of real life genres ( poems, short stories, journal entries, obituaries, business letters or memos, etc.
e.g. The purpose of a science project may be to prove or disprove a theory.



4. Timeline
· Give each student a calendar with general ideas of the time line.  As the instructor, share your ideas of a workable schedule for the major events of the research and writing:
- gathering sources
- taking notes 
- writing rough draft ( intro, body, conclusion)
- editing and proofreading
- rewriting and evaluating; adding additional information is needed
- final draft
· students and/or teacher can refine this calendar even further to organize themselves for the research process
· An example of a calendar month is attached to this lesson
5. A Rubric should be discussed with the students so the students know what the expectations are for the final project.  Teachers will use their own rubric for this project. Examples could be:
· [image: ]Six Trait rubric
· Rubric for persuasive writing
· Rubric for problem solution essays
· Rubric for compare / contrast writing
· Rubric for research writing
· Rubric for a multi-genre project
The example below is for research writing, which came from the Prentice Hall, Writing and Grammar, 2001.





	notes:






	Differentiation: use the data (CSAP, Acuity, TOSCRF, YPP…) collected to help identify how you will meet the needs of all students in your class.
Some students may need help in choosing a topic.  Examples may help students decide on a topic.


	Re-Teach
	Extensions
	Accelerations

	None for this lesson.

	(Distributive Practice)
None for this lesson.
	None for this lesson. This is just the start of the project.

	Evaluation / Assessment: explain how you will determine mastery of this lesson to the objective/standard…
None at this time; this is just the start of the project.

	Reflection:
Things that went well…
This lesson helped students begin to think about possible topics.

Things that didn’t go well…
For the most part students were excited, but there were a few that were skeptical.

Things to remember…
· Give the students another day or two to choose a topic.
· Use of the 16-slide PowerPoint presentation should help with the discussion of the process.

Things to change for next time…
· It was decided to start the “engagement” survey after this first lesson.  This way a comparison can be more easily compared with a first feeling of the students.
· One objective stated that the students will choose a topic.  However, instead of choosing a topic, students should think about and/or list 5 events or people they would like to do research.  This should help the process of choosing a topic.
· Students felt a little intimidated seeing a “whole” process when they have not even started.  The teacher needs to show interest and enthusiasm when introducing this process.  Remind the students this is a process that will be completed in steps.


 (
This is just an example of how a calendar might be helpful in organizing a time line.
) (
Read and take notes all week
) (
Use citation machine for citing a source
) (
Find online article in EBSCO
) (
Library: find 2 print sources
)[image: ][image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTBA-XcEGAOOKy9xxApxHlbtYSUYDUfXHHBug-SIVAjvmUjE2i0]


STUDENT NAME ________________________   PERIOD _________   
For this survey, the teacher is to tell the students:
“This is not graded.  This is to help the teacher measure your engagement throughout this project.  You will be evaluating your own confidence and interest level several times.  It takes only five minutes.  A “1” is very low; and a “10” is extremely high.  No two students should have the same answers because they are based on “your” perceptions, not somebody else’s.  Your feelings can change each time and your numbers can go up or down as you progress.  Try to be as truthful as possible.  Thank you.”

SURVEY 1:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Comment so far about this assignment _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

SURVEY 2:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Comment so far about this assignment _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

SURVEY 3:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Comment so far about this assignment _________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________

SURVEY 4:  DATE: _______________
A “1” is very low; “10” is extremely high.
	How you feel today about each of the following:
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	How excited are you about completing this project?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How much do you know about adding a works cited page properly?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Are you learning anything new about the topic or the research process? 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How confident are you in using parenthetical citations?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	












































Debra Starks, English Teacher		Weld Central High School, Keenesburg, CO
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_N:nin for Self-Assessment

Evaluate your research writing using the following criteria.

Score 4

Score 3

Score 2

Score 1

Audience
and Purpose

Focuses on a clearly stated thesis,
starting from a well-framed
question; gives complete citations

Focuses on a clearly
stated thesis; gives
citations

Focuses mainly on the
chosen topic; gives some
citations

Presents information
without a clear focus;
few or no citations

Organization

Presents information in logical
order, emphasizing details of
central importance

Presents information
in logical order

Presents information
logically, but organization
is poor in places

Presents information
in a scattered,
disorganized manner

Elaboration

Draws clear conclusions from
information gathered from
multiple sources

Draws conclusions from
information gathered
from multiple sources

Explains and interprets
some information

Presents information
with little or no
interpretation or
synthesis

Use of
Language

Shows overall clarity and fluency;
contains few mechanical errors

Shows good sentence
variety; contains some
errors in spelling,

puncutation, or usage

Uses awkward or overly
simple sentence
structures; contains
many mechanical errors

Contains incomplete
thoughts and
mechanical errors that
make the writing
confusing
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	You write your own research paper based on information you already know and from information you learn from research.  Write using your own words. Do not plagiarize.  When you want to use exact words, use quotation marks.



	Use reliable resources, whether 

    it be from print resources or electronic (Internet) resources.



	Use either Footnotes, Endnotes, or Parenthetical Citations with a Works Cited page to cite your references according to what your teacher requests. 
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Choose one or more of EBSCO’s databases; then click “continue”.



If you choose “Select”, all will be checked.



Created by JoanMarie Bernard -- 2010





image1.jpeg

PAPER

Magazines,
Newspapers,
Documents

NonFiction

/ books,
E

ncyclopedias et

search engines
e.g.google

Using your
Speakers, own words
Conferences, and quotes;
Conversations i.e.your
completed
. research paper

1 Footnotes, Endnotes, or Bibliography






image2.jpeg

EBSCOhost Research Databases

EBSCOhost
Research
Database

Student Research Center —
High School & Middle School

Kids Search—

Middle & Elementary School

Searchasaurus—
Elementary School







image3.png

EBSCOhost: Choose Databases - Windows Internet Explorer provided by RE-3() IronPort Proxy

[CSRESB G| np://vveb.ebscohost.com/ehost/selectdb?vid=1&hid=28sid =761877ec-8b59-41c1-832a-6a70e8b53863%40sessionmar12

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

¢ Favorites | i3 @ Suggested Sites v €8] Windows Marketplace:

@) EBSCONost: Choose Databases

~ (=] o= v Pagev Safetyv Tools~ (@~

[ Regional Business News
This dabase proytes comprehensve ful ext coveroge for regona busnes publcations. Regiona! usiness News ncorporates Coverage of more than 80 regional businesspublcatons covring all mefropaltan and url aeas within the Unked
states. Clck here for 3 complete CEe t. Chck here for more info.

Ttk Lt RMore Information

) Middle Search Plus
e Search Plus provdes fulltext for more than 140 popubr, middle school magazines. Al fulltext artices incuded i the database are assigned 3 reading level indicator (Lexies). Ful text is also avaiable for thousands of biographies and historcal
‘essays. Hiddle Search Pl 3so contans 84,774 biographies, 105,786 primary source documents, and an Image Collction of over 502,000 photos, maps and fags

Bl Title List B More Information

] Newspaer Source
Hewspaper Source provides Cover-to-cover full text or 45 natonal(U.S.) & ntemationl newspzpers. The database aso contans selectve ful text for 389 regional (U5 newspapers. In addicon, ful text televison & radi news transcrpts are
also provided.

Bl Title List [BMore Information

[ Funk & Wagnalls New World Encyclopedia
‘This database provides over 25,000 encyclopedic entries covering 3 varisty of subject areas.
B More Information

[ ToPICsearch
TOPCsearch containsfull text for over 60,000 artics rom 399 dierse sources ncuding ntemationaland regional newspapers, EBSCO's unparaleld colection of perioicals, biographies, publc opnion pols, book revews, pamshiets, and
‘government information.

B More Information

[ Primary Search
Primary Search provides ful text for more than 70 populr, magazines for elementary school research. Al ful text articles included in the database are assigned a reading level indicator (Lexes), and full text information dates as far back as 1990.
B Tile List B More Information

] MAS ultra - School Edition

Designed specicaly for high school Ibraries, ths database contains full text for nearly 500 popuiar, high school magazines. MAS Uitra — School Edition also provides more than 360 ful text reference books, 85,670 biographies, 105,786 primary
source documents, and an Image Collector of over 502,000 photos, maps & fags, color PDFs and expanded fulltext backfies (back 0 1975) for key magazies

Bl Tile List B More Information

) Academic Search Eiite
‘Acadermic nstiutions workdwide depend on this database as ther core resource of scholary information. Academic Search ite contains ful text for more than 2,100 journals, including more than 1,700 peer-eviewed tites. This mult-discilary
database covers vitualy every area of acadermic study. Ful text information i this database dates as far back as 1985. This database s Updated on a daly basis va EBSCO/ost.

Ttle Lt BMore Information

[ Business Source Elite

This busiess database provides ful text for over 1,000 busiess publications. The rich collection of titles in Business Source Eite provides information dating back to 1985. More than 10,100 substantial company profies from Datamonitor are also
inclien This Aatahase i tndzrer nn 2 i hac Ua RGO Aaet

@ Intemnet | Protected Mode: On v 9%

Sagebrush InfoCentr EBSCOhos













image8.emf
A RESEARCH PAPER

Write down some 

keywords relating 

to your topic.

Enter your 

keywords and then 

press “Search”.

Created by JoanMarie Bernard -- 2010


Microsoft_Office_PowerPoint_Slide5.sldx


A RESEARCH PAPER





Write down some keywords relating to your topic.



Enter your keywords and then press “Search”.



Created by JoanMarie Bernard -- 2010





image1.jpeg

PAPER

Magazines,
Newspapers,
Documents

NonFiction

/ books,
E

ncyclopedias et

search engines
e.g.google

Using your
Speakers, own words
Conferences, and quotes;
Conversations i.e.your
completed
. research paper

1 Footnotes, Endnotes, or Bibliography






image2.jpeg

EBSCOhost Research Databases

EBSCOhost
Research
Database

Student Research Center —
High School & Middle School

Kids Search—

Middle & Elementary School

Searchasaurus—
Elementary School







image3.png

host: Basic Search - Windows Internet Explorer provided by RE-3()) IronPort Proxy

@] httpy//web.ebscohost.com/ehost/search?vid=2&hid=2&sid=761877ec-8b59-41c1-832a-6a70e8b53863%40sessionmar12 @-

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

¢ Favorites \ T @ Sugoested Sites v €8] Windows Marketplace

‘ @] EBSCONost: Basic Search

O s Regional Business News, Shov s | Choose Datsbases -

b Search Optons | Basic Search | Advancad Search | Visusl Sesrch | Sesrch History/ Alri | Preferances »

EBSCO Support Ste | Privacy Polcy | Terms of Use | Copyrght
© 2010 EBSCO Indusvies,Tc. Al ighs reserved.

Internet | Protected Mode: On Q-

Sagebrush InfoCentr I Micros: EBSCOhost













image9.emf
A RESEARCH PAPER

Narrow your 

search using the 

links on the left 

side. Click on 

“Company” to 

open it.

e.g. when ABBEY 

Road Studios  

was clicked on, 

the search results 

was narrowed 

down to 7 

articles. Created by JoanMarie Bernard -- 2010


Microsoft_Office_PowerPoint_Slide6.sldx


A RESEARCH PAPER





Narrow your search using the links on the left side. Click on “Company” to open it.
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