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1. This bill modifies the authority of Charter Schools and Institute Charter Schools and provides them with the authority to negotiate and contract for buildings and services with:

· a Board of Cooperative Services (BOCES);

· another District Charter School; or
· an Institute Charter School.
2. This bill enables two or more charter schools to contract with one another to form a “Charter School Collaborative” that is a legal entity that is authorized to provide any function, service or facility that is authorized for each of the charter schools.  No approval of an authorizer is needed to cooperate or participate in a charter school collaborative.

3. This bill enables the Charter School Institute to act as the local education agency and fiscal agent for a district charter school or an institute charter school that chooses to apply for a state or federal grant.  In such instances the Charter School Institute may charge a fee to the district charter school.

4. Contracts forming a Charter School Collaborative shall at a minimum specify:

· The name and purpose of the charter school collaborative and the function , services, or facilities that the charter school collaborative shall provide or operate;

· The establishment and organization of a board of directors of the charter school collaborative, including but not limited to:

· The number of directors, the manner of appointment, the terms of office, the amount of compensation, if any, and the procedures for filling vacancies;

· The officers of the charter school collaborative, the manner of their selection, and their duties; and
· The voting requirements for action by the board of directors; except that, unless specifically provided otherwise in the contract, a majority of directors shall constitute a quorum and a majority of a quorum shall be necessary to authorize any action taken by the board of directors.
· Provisions for the disposition, division or distribution of any property or assets of the charter school collaborative, including but not limited to distribution upon dissolution of the charter school collaborative or the equity in any real proper that the charter school collaborative may hold.
· The term of the contract, which may be continued for a definite term or until rescinded or terminated, and the method, if any, by which it may be rescinded or terminated; except that the contract may not be rescinded or terminated so long as the charter school collaborative has obligations outstanding, unless provisions for full payment of the obligations, by escrow or otherwise, are made pursuant to the terms of the obligation; and

· The terms if any, under which a charter school that is not initially a participant in the charter school collaborative may join the collaborative and under which a charter school participant may withdraw form the charter school collaborative.

5. This bill also creates an administrative fee which the State Board of Education, by rule, may establish to be paid by each charter school collaborative to offset any direct costs that the department of education may incur in collecting data from or regulating the charter school collaborative.  

· The amount of the fee shall not exceed the amount of direct costs. Any amounts in fees received by the department of education pursuant to this section is continuously appropriated to the department for these direct costs.

6. For the purposes of acting as a local education agency and fiscal agency for charter schools the Department of Education’s Charter School Institute is appropriated 1.0 FTE to be funded with fees collected (as noted above).

